
MINUTES OF THE FINANCES & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE  

HELD ON 13 JANUARY 2011 AT THE PARISH COUNCIL OFFICE 

 
Present Cllrs   M.J.Raszpla (Chairman) 

          D.J.Baker 

          Mrs M. Seymour 

           

Clerk M.S.Green 

 
Apologies Cllrs M.J.Bayley, M.A.Morley 

 
1.  Check  

           of Accounts 
The Chairman confirmed that he had carried out all the necessary checks and 

that the account was in good order. 

 
2. Internal audit 

procedure 

 

The current procedure was reviewed and found to be working well. 

3. Summary of  

          Accounts  
These were reviewed and approved.  There was further discussion on the 

following items: 

. 

a) Parish Office building contract -  Hughenden Builders have now 

completed all outstanding tasks and the architect has visited and agreed 

that the 2.5% retention fee of £1,249 can be paid, bringing the building 

costs to a sum of £49,968 (including £8,351 extras). There was a further 

cost of some £9,000 for architect and valuer’s fees, planning, legal, 

administrative and equipping costs.   Bob Berry will obtain a 

completion certificate from CDC.    

b) Parish Office lease  - We have almost agreed the lease with the PCC 

and the diocese.  It is now with Baily Gibson for a final check.   We 

have agreed to pay legal fees for both sides. 

c) Remaining capital  -  It was noted that some £8,000 of the capital cost 

of the new Parish office has been met from the current account over  

2009/10 and 2010/11.  It is recommended that a further £2,000 be 

transferred to the capital a/c at the end of  this current year to give a total 

of some £13,000, and that a further £4,000 should be included in the 

precept for 2011/12  for transfer to the capital a/c at the end of .the year 

if the balance allows it.  

 
    3a.Expenditure &  

         Income Table 
The Table was reviewed and agreed as shown.  There was particular discussion 

of: 

a) Grass-cutting costs -  the marked increase to over £6,000 for next year 

is because the contract has been extended for the new Penn Street burial 

ground, the new W/Hill play area and also includes all our hedges in the 

parish. 

b) KG Rec. Ground  -  the increase to £2,500 this year includes expensive 

wet pour repairs.  Further wet pour repairs this year costing £490 were 

agreed.   The expensive requirement next year to replace the bark in one 

section was noted and a variety of options are being explored. 

 
4. Precept for 

2011/12 

 

A precept of £50,000, the same as for the current year, is recommended. 

5. Rates The rateable value of the new office has been set at £2,900.  With the current 

generous Small Business relief we will only pay £149 this year (wef 1 Jul 10), 

but in future, if there is no relief, we could be liable for £1,180. 



  
6. Grass-cutting  

contract 
The current 3-year contract expires at the end of this year and has been 

advertised on our notice boards and website.  Any quotes received will be 

presented to the full Council. 

 
7. Annual Risk 

Assessment 
The existing document has been thoroughly revised to take account of the new 

Parish Office.   All the recommended changes are in red type.  The following 

particular point were noted: 

 

1) Building insurance - The lease requires the PCC to take out the 

insurance with a contribution from us.  It should assume a re-building 

cost of £50,000. 

2) Chiltern District Emergency Plan  -  The previous detailed plan  

            has been abandoned and we are now given a few contact numbers which 

            have been added at the end of the Risk Assessment. 

 

8. Our Aviva 

insurance 

 

The contract was reviewed.  It is designed for parish councils and covers all the 

necessary risks. 

 
   10. Internal   

         Auditor 

 

The re-appointment of Mr Harold Porter is recommended. 

 

   11. Notice board &  

         signs 
A notice board at the back of our car park area together with a small wall sign 

and a name plate on the back door have been agreed by the PCC.   Tom Barron 

has been asked to make up the notice board. 

 
   12.  Licence for   

          W/Hill Football  

          Club  

A draft 10-year licence has been drawn up allowing up to two matches and one 

training session a week and includes provision for difficulties over parking on 

the common and the use of offensive language.  Comments by the Football 

Club have been taken into account as far as possible.   The fee is set at a 

nominal £1 pa.   The revised draft is now with the Club. 

 
   13. Whielden Lane  

          picnic area 

 

The offer by the County to transfer the picnic area to our ownership was 

carefully considered, but the Committee’s recommendation is that we do not 

accept it because there seems no advantage to either the Parish Council or our 

parishioners in doing so.  It seems unlikely that any of our parishioners would 

use the area.  There would be considerable cost starting with £2,000 in legal 

fees and then an annual maintenance requirement estimated by Tom Barron to 

cost -  Grass cuts x10 @ £35.00; Hedge cuts x2 @£70.00;Weed clearance/spray 

£30-40.00; Litter clearance (often considerable) charged by the hour  To this 

must be added tree safety and pruning and maintenance of the car park surface. 

Management and staff costs over the last four years have been £740 pa with a 

recent capital cost to put it in good order of £4,500.  If we do not take it over, it 

stays with the County Council unless they can find another organisation.  

  
   14.Website review 

 

 

Cllr Lock will be preparing a report for the coming Council meeting. 

 

 

 

 


