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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  

AND OF THE PENN PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD ON 20 MARCH 2008 IN THE PENN CHURCH HALL 

 
Present Cllrs  M.J.Bayley (Chairman) 

          D.J.Baker 

          Mrs C.Barton 

          A.S.Hardie           

          M.A.Morley 

          M. Newth-West 

          C.Pointon-Taylor           

          M.J.Raszpla     

          Mrs M. Seymour 

          D.J.White 

Clerk M.S.Green 

 

Apologies Cllr    J.D.Smiley,  

 

 

Annual Parish 

Meeting 

Mr M. Burnett and Mrs G. Bradbury, from Forty Green, came to raise their 

concerns about the flooding of the Forty Green Road at the end of Brindle Lane and 

the sale of the former Stony Lane to the owner of Little Orchard who was 

represented by his partner Ms L.Elbourn and a relative.   These concerns were 

discussed at some length and again during the Council meeting when intervention 

was allowed before the decision recorded below was taken.   

County Councillor Francis Robinson reported that he shared our concerns about 

the Bucks Locality Strategy Consultation and the over–lapping, confused and 

complicated groupings which were being set up.  The existing three tier system 

worked well in this part of the county.  The Chairman, Cllr Morley and the Clerk 

will try to put together some comments. The County are opposing a third runway at 

Heathrow. 

Annual Report for 2007/08 will be sent to all parishioners in May. 

 

  

             

                 PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

 
 

Minute No 971 

Minutes of 

Meeting held on 

17 Jan 08 

 

The Chairman welcomed Cllr Newth-West to his first meeting as a councillor. 

 

The Minutes were agreed and signed by the Chairman 

 

 

Minute No 972 

Matters Arising 

From Minutes 

 

The first police surgery for Knotty Green and Forty Green was held in the Forty 

Green Community Hall on 10 March.  About 12 attended and it was a relatively 

useful meeting. 

The minutes of the last Joint Meeting with CWPC have now been received.  They 

mistakenly show Cllr Morley as Chairman on 11 Jan 08 when it was actually 

chaired by Cllr Bayley on 15 Jan 08.  There is further discussion of some of the 

items below, under Recreation & Open Spaces. 

 

Minute No 973 

Reports From 

Committees 

1) Finance & General Purposes 

There had not been a meeting since 10 Jan 07, but the following matters were 

considered: 

Stony Lane  -  There was considerable discussion, in which the parishioners 

present were included, of questions relating to draining the pond on the road, 

defining the boundary with Roundheads Wood (raised in a letter by the owner Mr 
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Charles Pitcher), the possibility of other parties being interested in purchase, the 

work already done on the site before purchase and the prevention of further 

development.  In the light of these concerns the following resolution was then 

proposed by Cllr White and seconded by Cllr Mrs Seymour:  

 

Penn Parish Council agrees to sell the land called Stony Lane to Mr Stephen Jones 

of Little Orchard, Forty Green, for the District Valuer’s figure of £15,000, on the 

basis of a Statutory Declaration provided that:  

  

  a)   Mr Jones accepts a Statutory Declaration. 

  b)   The boundary with Roundhead Wood agrees with the Land Registry map and  

         a properly surveyed plan is put with the Statutory Declaration 

  c).  T he drainage problem at the top end is resolved before signature by inserting  

        a drain to carry the water across the Forty Green Road and away. 

  d)   Mr Jones meets our legal costs including the Clerk’s time. 

  e)   Mr Jones accepts a covenant not to build on the land. 

 

It was noted that Highways must be involved with the flooding problem. 

 

Repay current a/c from capital  -  There will be sufficient money in the current 

a/c at end of year to repay the £2,300 to the Capital a/c as decided at the January 

Council meeting. 

Grass-cutting and hedge-cutting contract  -  The quote from Tom Barron was 

less than that from Manor Estates and so a three year fixed-price contract was 

agreed with a performance review after one year. 

Insurance  -  The new policy taken out with Came & Company is over £300 less 

than Zurich’s premium. 

Stolen safe  - a letter has been sent to the Chief Inspector at Amersham about the 

poor police response. 

Fire proof cabinet  -  The purchase of a fire-proof cabinet for £580 to be kept in 

the Penn Church Hall and used for Minute books, deeds etc. was discussed. The 

decision was postponed pending examination of the cost for safe storage available 

from specialist companies. 

Review of Members allowances  -  The Independent Panel reviewing Members 

allowances for Chiltern District has recommended that for 2008/09 a parish basic 

allowance of £220 could be paid to the Chairman of Penn Parish Council, but that 

there should be no such allowance for other Members.  This was agreed. 

The Panel has also recommended that travel and subsistence allowance for parish 

councillors should be paid at the same rate as for Members of the District Council.   

This was accepted.  However, it was agreed that the long-established practice of 

Penn Parish Council of not submitting claims for any meetings within the parish or 

at Chiltern District Council would be continued.  Claims for attendance elsewhere 

will be at the discretion of the Member concerned. 

Website  -  It was noted that Brian Lock was putting up his fees. 

Police nomination  -  There were no proposals. 

New external auditor  -  Hacker Young have been replaced by Mazars LLP. 

Chiltern Standards Board  -  Cllr Mrs Barton gave a brief report on her role as a 

parish representative. 

 

2) Planning 

There have been three meetings with 29 applications.  We have commented on 6 of 

them of which a brief summary was given.   

Penbury Grove  - A report was given on a site meeting arranged with the 

developers on 15 March.  The initial proposals are for the original building is to be 

adapted mainly to flats with additional flats in a large new building of modern 

design. 

P&TG Tennis Club  -  has won its appeal against a refusal to allow another court 

and new clubhouse. 
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Beaconsfield incinerator  -  An account was given of a public meeting held to 

discuss the County’s Preferred Options Consultation report.  Various concerns were 

expressed, particularly about the lack of information on vehicle movements and 

emissions.  Representations will be made on the appropriate form.  

 

3)Recreation & Open Spaces  

There had not been a committee meeting since 8 Nov 07 , but the following matters 

were considered: 

Beacon Hill plots  -  Both the level of rent and number of tenants need to be 

reviewed. 

The Pound  -  De-registration of the common land remains an aim. 

W/Hill Play Area  -  The Mother & Toddlers Group are taking a lead.  Wicksteed 

has visited and will quote for equipment and area needed.  Another firm will also 

be asked to quote.  CDC will advice on grants which are more likely if  the 

Toddlers Group apply. The aim is to have the information for a Residents 

Association meeting at end April. 

Woodbridge Alley  -  Land Registry has granted a possessory title – the end of a 

long saga.  A site visit of local members will decide what action is needed to tidy it 

up. 

Widmer Pond  -  It was agreed to share the cost of a trial concrete/shingle surface 

in front of a bench to try to avoid the present erosion and mud.  It was agreed that a 

good deal of work was need to tidy up the pond and its surround. 

Pistles Pond  -  The suggestion of buying adjacent land from Penn School should 

be investigated.  

Ecclesiatical boundary marker  -  This needs to be put in place. 

Potters Cross Pond catchpits and pond  -  They all urgently need clearing out 

and should be included under the tasks for the new Highways team/budget.  

Agripower has quoted £2,000 for clearing the silt from the pond. 

Knotty Green allotment gate  -  Peter Freeman has put in an excellent new and 

wider gate. 

Dog bin for W/Hill Common  -  This has been ordered. 

Motorcycles in Netherlands/Browns Wood  -  A complaint had been received but 

it is the only one for many years so it was agreed it would be best to wait and see 

whether the problem persisted. 

Biodiversity Duty  -  Cllr Smily is going to an event organised by the County on 2 

April to explain the responsibilities imposed on parish councils by the NERC Act 

2006. 

Sheep Washing Pond, Knotty Green  -  The gate needs repair. 

 

 

4)  Highways/Local Area Committee 

Highway repairs  -  An extra £3.25 m has been allocated for road repairs under 

two main headings: 

1. Non-dangerous potholes identified by Colin Jenkins will be planed and patched 

(with a new sticky tarmac) between April and October.  We must ensure he has an 

up-to-date list of our trouble spots. 

2. A specified list of defects will be dealt with by a community gang of 2 men with 

a vehicle and equipment operating for a week at a time in each Local Community 

Area.  They will be in our Area (Amersham) seven times in the next 12 months for 

the weeks commencing 31 March, 26 May, 21 July, 15 Sep, 10 Nov, 12 Jan 09 and 

9 Mar 09.  We have to list the work required on a report sheet one week before the 

start of the week. The clerk & Cllr. Bayley are to submit a list based on suitable 

items from the list prepared for Colin Jenkins immediately in order to meet the first 

deadline. 

Every member was asked to list the work needed in their immediate area and send 

it to the Clerk.  Cllr Newth-West will cover Penn Bottom/Gravelly Way and the 
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small lanes off them. 

New road names.  We should ensure that the contractors (Fitzpatrick) know the 

new road names, which should soon have their new name plates. 

Parish Highway projects.   An analysis of our bids will be made in April. 

Royal Standard tourist sign  -  We have replied to a letter from the landlord 

complaining about our unsuccessful attempt to get the sign removed from outside 

the Red Lion. 

Archer cycle race - The British Cycling Premier Calendar Road has been 

cancelled because Thames Valley Police could not provide cover. 

Speeding  -  ‘Count on us’ are an independent data collection company which has 

a current contract with Thames Valley Police.  Their Automatic Traffic Count 

(ATC) equipment, which is basically a tube across a road, will measure hourly 

traffic numbers by direction, type (13 categories) and speed (13 categories).    For a 

3 day survey they set it up say on a Monday and come back on a Friday so that 

there are 3 clear days.  They also do a 7 day survey.  The advantage of ATC is that 

it provides the information without alerting the drivers to slow down. 

Costs, which we would be expected to pay, would be about £135 for a 3-day 

survey.   

The alternative methods are: 

1. Refurbished Speed Indication Device SID, which is free although needs us 

and a police officer to operate it.  

2. Camera which records the speed and number plate of a vehicle which 

enables the police to send warning letters.  An instrument costs about 

£2,000 but the cost would be shared between several parishes in a NAG.  

 

It was agreed to pay for two 3-day ATCs (i.e.about £270) to cover Gravelly Way 

near Lions Farm and Penn Bottom near Church Knoll. 

Whielden Lane traffic calming  -  the scheme is being finalised after some local 

comment and the side pavement has already been put down. 

 

 

Minute No 974 

Accounts for 

Payment 

The list of cheques was approved. 

Minute No 975 

Date of Next 

Meeting 

The next meeting will be the Annual Meeting of the new Council held in the 

Cricket Pavilion, Knotty Green at 8 pm on Thursday 15 May 2008.  

Nominations for Chairman and vice-Chairman are required by Standing Orders 

at least 7 days beforehand. 

 

A.O.B. CWPC has invited representatives to their Annual Parish Meeting at the Council 

Offices, Cock Lane, at 7pm on Wednesday 16 April. 

 

Nomination of a 

new Chairman 

Cllr Bayley reported that he had provided every Member with a list of the 

responsibilities of the Chairman but that no Member had yet put their name 

forward as being willing to stand.  He therefore withdrew in order to allow a 

free discussion. 

Cllr Morley took the chair.  He explained that whilst he was very willing to 

stand again as vice-Chairman he was away abroad on business for weeks at a 

time and so could not sensibly be Chairman.  After some discussion, Cllr Mrs 

Seymour agreed to put her name forward for the coming year and was 

congratulated by all present.  

 

 


