
MINUTES OF THE HIGHWAYS LIGHTING SUB-COMMITTEE 
MEETING HELD ON 24 APRIL 2014 

 
Present:      Cllrs  M.J. Bayley (Chairman), A. Hardie, B. Lock, M.A. Morley,   
Clerk:        M.S.Green 
 

Discussion was based on the attached Summary of Footway Lighting Costs which reviews all the 
evidence gathered and conclusions recommended by Cllr Bayley after an exhaustive investigation of 
energy and maintenance costs.   Detailed tables, also provided by Cllr Bayley, which are not attached, 
were also considered. 

The recommendations of the sub-committee are as follows: 

a)  We should change from our present tariff rate with SSE to a 3-year contract covering 139 lights, 
providing the cost does not increase significantly when our energy use is reduced by using LEDs and 
part night photocells. (MG) 

b) We should stay on the tariff rate with E.on for the 11 W/Hill lights.    

c)  We should fit new photocells to all the lights to allow part-night lighting (off between midnight 
and dawn)  

d) We should replace our 36 No.high energy lights and 4 No. 25w lights by 16 W LEDS.  They have 
been selected to avoid any obvious disjunction between the old and new lights.  We have a quote from 
SSE including changing all 150 photocells, of £16,627, and need two more quotes. (MM) 

e)  There should be no trial of the new lights.  In our new Maintenance contract SSE have now 
warned us that spare parts for the mercury lamps are almost  no longer available so we have to replace 
them. 

f)  The Daily Mail has been reporting dire consequences of using the new LEDs but we have much 
lower footway lights and propose only 16w LEDs compared with much larger & higher LED’s  in 
their example.  However we should investigate a softer white light. (MM)  [Check what light has been 
used on the B474 Penn Road in Knotty Green? (MG)] 

g) The Maintenance contract should exclude the 40 new LEDs. 

h) The Scouting contract should be cancelled and replaced by residents' reports to the Clerk 
encouraged by a label on each lamp and by regular reminders in our Parish Annual Report.(MG & 
BL) 

i) Electrical safety checks has to be carried out on each light every 6 years, but since every light is to 
be either changed or have a new photocell it would seem sensible to request an six-yearly check for 
them all at the same time. Establish when last check carried out. (MG) 

j) The effect of all these changes would be a reduction in total annual lighting costs of some £4,303 
made up as follows:                                                                                                                                   
   Present            Future    Saving    
 Energy  3,242     880  2,362             
 Maintenance 2,434  1,411  1,023     
 Scouting    918    - - -         918     
  £ 6,594  2,291  4,303     
                                                                                                                    

k) An interest-free Salix loan may be available for the equipment costs of some £14,540, to be repaid 
from energy saving costs of £2,362 pa over 5 years (£11,810), plus a capital input of some £4,817 to 



make up the total cost of £16,627.  We need to establish more details of the Salix loan and whether we 
can borrow the whole amount of installing the lights or just the equipment costs.(MG) 

l) After this five year period, a programme for replacing the remaining 110 lights will be drawn up, 
to be financed by the costs savings proposed. 

m) Stewkley Parish have invited us to a meeting of local parishes to discuss possible combining of 
orders to reduce prices.  (MB)  

n) The Annual Report to report details of the PPC’s forward policy on lighting and details of the 
planned changes. (MB & MG)  

The Sub-committee congratulated Cllr Bayley for all the time and effort he had put into producing a 
very comprehensive report. 


