
  

NOTES OF THE HIGHWAYS COMMITTEE MEETING HELD AT THE 

PARISH OFFICE ON 9 DEC 2020 via Zoom 
 
Present:      M.Morley, C.Hurst, M.Raven (TfB), G.Westmacott, D.Lander 

Apologies:  
Clerk:         Nicole Webster 

 

1. The Clerk explained D.Lander was Chairing the meeting, as M.Morley is recovering from heart 

surgery. The Minutes of the last meeting were agreed and all matter arising appeared in reports. 

 

M.Raven was warmly praised for all his hard work in the Parish during 2020, and for recent roads 

which have been prioritized for patch and plane repair, including Penn Bottom, School Lane, 

Woodlands Drive and Horsemoor Lane. 

 

2. The list of road repairs was then reviewed:- 

 

Penn 

New Road - a number of potholes close to the Village Hall and Red House have been reported.  Clerk 

to confirm if repairs are still required 

Penn Bottom  - has been patch and planed. 

Paul's Hill - a stretch close to the top needs potholes repaired but jet-patching due in 2021 may not be 

sufficient. The problems is storm wash, a lot of silt and detritus has built up. This needs scraping 

back. Clerk 

 

W/Hill 

 

The Common - the edge of the Common is breaking up, and some pot holes have been repaired but 

more remain. The Common edge would benefit from granite set edging. Clerk 

Pippins, The Common - recent building works have widened the track across the Common and at the 

junction they have destroyed the edge of the Common. The home owner has re-instated it but the 

entrance is far wider than it used to be.  Clerk 

Marrods Bottom -  the drainage works appear to have fixed persistent flooding. 

Horsemoor Lane - has been patch and planed. 

Drainage Ditch, W/Hill Common - on the capital maintenance program but is unlikely to happen this 

year.  It is pending addition to 2018/19 schemes. LATs have prepared the paperwork and will check 

where it is in then system. LATs  

A404  -  has been patch and planed. 

 

 

Knotty Green 

Holtspur Lane -  quality repairs have improved the road but not the passing places. Clerk to write to N 

Naylor. 

Mynchen Road  - was surfaced dressed in 2019 but its footways are in poor repair 

 

Penn Street 

School Lane, Penn Street - Potholes along the left hand side of the road, close to the houses have been 

patch and planed. 

 

The list of priority roads has been revised. It was agreed to write to the new head of TfB, Nick Naylor, 

regarding the Council's policy on maintaining passing places. Clerk 

 

 

3. Footways repairs 

The programme is very behind schedule:-  

 

Church Road, Penn  - is on the 4 year programme for repair and is quite high on the priority list. But 

the segment close to Slades garage is in very poor repair and needs attention.  M.Raven explained that 

if extensive patches were applied then a footway would slip down the priority list for repair. The 

Clerk commented the far end of Church Road, close to Holy Trinity Church could benefit from 

emergency repair, without compromising the scheme close to Slades. Clerk to report 



Seeleys Road - footways need repairs but the Mynchen Estate footways are worse and a greater 

concern, hence a higher priority. Fotways close to Beaconsfield are to be done shortly. LATs 

Orchard Lodge, Hazlemere Road - there is a metal grid and the LATs recall this has been repaired. 

Clerk to confirm 

FP66 -  would benefit from clearing and a couple of channels would help catch the surface water run-

off. Clerk to report to RoW officer Sophie David  

Bealings End and Berkeley Road  - due to be repaired in December. 

Footway repairs - residents should report footway defects online in the same way as road defects and 

local residents are encouraged to use the online reporting system, www.fixmystreet.com.  

 

4. Gullies  

There are just 2 gully emptying machines for the whole County. There is one regular machine which 

we share with Chiltern and South Bucks, but the Super Sucker needs to be hired in, so is not available 

all the time. 

 

All A and B roads should be cleared annually, but smaller roads are now on a 3 yearly cleaning cycle. 

But there is still no adequate schedule. Gullies which flood are prioritised. Because of Covid-19 the 

schedule has slipped again and although the cyclical programme should be completed before the end 

of the financial year, in practice this is impossible to determine whether it is being actioned. 

 

Hazlemere Road and Elm Road & Potters Cross  - the chamber were cleared by the super sucker in 

2019, but it would be a good idea to book the machine to attend again in Spring 2021. Clerk 

 

A list of other blocked gullies was then reviewed:- 

Potters Cross kerb weir and gullies - gullies on Hazlemere Road and Elm Road are blocked which is 

causing surface run off to flood Potters Cross on a regular basis. The soak away and catch pits need 

clearing annually. A super-sucker was supposed to be attending between May and July 2020 and the 

soak-way for the pond is due to be done at the same time, but there is no evidence this has happened. 

The kerb weir is on a list to be raised but are not a high priority, so there is no timescale for this.   

Beacon Hill - The pipes have been cleared by the gully emptying machine but the pond needs 

clearing. Clerk 

62 Penn Road - the ditch has been dug out but a soakaway pipe maybe an issue. LATs 

Witheridge Lane, Beech House - the gully close to the corner is blocked by mud from recent building 

works and has been reported. Clerk 

Church Road, o/s the Meadows - the stump appears to have been cleared and drainage has improved. 

Forty Green Road, junction with Brindle Lane -the gully has been cleared. 

Common Wood Lane - the grid close to the wood has been repaired but the grid is still too low. 

A404/Penn Street - 4/5 gullies are blocked. Clerk to re-report 

Penn Bottom - The two gullies on the left just after the junction with Common Wood Lane, heading to 

New Road have been reported. Clerk 

Forty Green Road -the hill towards Brindle Lane, has no formal drainage and the banks need cutting 

out with grip. An order has been placed. 

68 Seeleys Road - the gully/stump which is causing flooding onto the property is on the reactive 

programme but the LATs are unable to say when it will be done, but it should be before the FY end. 

Penn Street, outside Camelot & Freshfields - this is a known trouble spot and needs regular 

attendance.  The gully emptying machine has cleared the drains but the Super Sucker needs to empty 

the soak away which is 80% full. This is scheduled for spring 2021.  Local residents are very 

concerned and have written to their Councilors and MP's. It was agreed this site needs to be cleared 

annually but the programme is reactive rather than planned which means in practice reports need to be 

submitted.  Until Spring 2021, the gully emptying machines will keep attending and residents can be 

given TFB out of hours number, but they are not satisfied. Clerk has also written to Unitary 

Councillors and LATs 

Holtspur Lane - a gully adjacent to a property (number 40?) has been blocked by a concrete post, the 

super sucker has taken tree roots out but the owners will need to remove the fence post. 

 

Local residents are encouraged to report any other blocked gullies and rusted manhole covers to the 

Clerk or online at www.fixmystreet.com. 

 

 

5. MVAS Data 

The last successful data downloaded and shared with Full Council was in summer 2019.The units is 

currently installed on Hazlemere Road but due to be rotated to Eghams Wood Road.  M.Morely has 



downloaded the data, so we can rotate the unit to Eghams Wood Road. The unit should then be moved 

to Church Road, Penn then to Forty Green Road. It is not clear if the unit is working as it should be 

and the manufacturer will be asked to advise. Clerk 

 

6. Anti-social parking 
The Amersham Parking Review has been approved with modifications and the yellow lines are 

expected to be laid in Spring 2021. 

 

7. Verges/hedges needing a regular cutting schedule 

Church Road (bend near Woodbridge Alley) the hedge has been partly cut back but more needs taking 

off either side of Woodbridge Alley, where the hedge sits along the corner at Elm Road. Clerk  

 

8. White Lines 

 

LATs have no control over the lining program other than placing the order.  

 

Meadow Walk - junction with Hazlemere Road has been done. 

Elm Road /Hazlemere Road - the slow signs close to Potters Cross need re-instating. 

Penn Bottom - needs re-lining 

Potters Cross - junction of Common Wood Lane and Hazlemere Road, lines need re-instating 

 

Other areas should be reported to the Clerk. 

 

BCC policy (there is no legal legislation) is to refresh regulatory lines (where upright signs are in 

place) once the lines have faded by 50%. Any other lines, such as centre lines and edge lines, are 

refreshed once they have faded by 75% plus.  TfB do not at present have an inspection regime in 

place for lining so we should report. LAT's have little influence on what gets chosen. The crew waits 

for a group of orders in the same area.  

 

 

9. Signs and posts 

 

Common Wood Lane, Unsuitable for HGV Signs - the finger sign at the end has been demolished and 

so the opportunity will be taken to add 'Unsuitable for HGV's' to the new one.   

White posts, Elm Road - we can employ a contractor to put in white posts or to replace those at the 

corner of Rays Lane which have been damaged which are PPC's responsibility. The contractor should 

be qualified to work on the Highways. Clerk 

Holtspur Lane - LATs will check the legal orders to see if there is an 'Unsuitable for HGV's sign 

missing. 

Obscured signs should be reported to the Clerk. These can be cleaned under devolution arrangement 

preferably with an anti-bacterial agent. 30 mph sign,  signs obscured by vegetation should also be 

reported. 

 

10. Damage to verges and kerbs - There is a Development Control Team which deals with damage 

resulting from a development of 3 or more houses.   Otherwise the LATs inspect and talk to the 

contractors.  We should report cases to TfB. 

 

11. Road areas needing a regular sweep by CDC   

Bucks Council have been asked to program a regular sweep of mud and leaves on the road around the 

gullies in the places listed below.  Other roads on the annual sweep are;- 

 

Fagnall Lane 

Marrods Bottom/Fagnall Lane junction 

Whielden Lane near the picnic area. 

The new roadside ‘painted’ footway in FG Road funnel  

Junction of Common Wood Lane and Penn Bottom.   

B474 - requires an annual sweep. 

 

 

12. Pavement sweeping 

  

Some local footways have been swept to remove leaves including:-  



Church Road  - footway outside Rayners 

Penn Road - footway outside the Red Lion, Knotty Green 

Penn Road - between Whichert Close and Knottocks Drive 

Elm Road - from Church Road to Potters Cross 

 

13. Street lights -.Hogback Wood Road - Column 4 - has been re-connected. 

Oldbury Grove - a local resident reports a tree is obscuring a footway light, but a dispute with a 

neighbour about the tree is a contributory factor. Clerk has written to the parishioner on behalf of the 

Chair to explain his property is on a un-adopted 'private' road and lighting it is a matter for residents. 

The complainant has exhausted the Parish's complaints policy. 

 

Cleaning  - our old street lights required cleaning every 2/3 years - it was agreed to take advice from 

CU Phosco on how regularly to clean the new LED models, which point downwards, so may require 

fewer cleans. The first tranche of LED lights were installed in 2014/15 and these will require cleaning 

first.  Clerk It was decided not to re-paint the columns but to keep this under review. 

 

14. Bucks Cycleway Schemes/E-scooter pilot  - the pilot scheme has started in High Wycombe with 

25 scooters. 

 

15. Common Wood Lane - There followed some discussion of a complaint by a local resident about 

speeding, traffic volumes and HGV's on Common Wood Lane.  The LATs noted unless TVP is 

prepared to support enforcement of HGV restrictions, in practice obtaining a TRO to limit use of 

country roads has little effect. There was little support among Councilors for traffic calming 

measures, which would be costly and would hamper cars turning right from Elm Road, nor was there 

evidence that walkers were disadvantaged by a lack of such measures.  TVP would be asked to carry 

out speeding enforcement operations. Clerk 

 

16. Overgrown hedges - the Clerk requested reports of any hedges which are overgrowing footways 

or highways, so she can write to the owners to get them cut back. Photographs are helpful. 

 

17. Fix my street reports - the operation of the website is under review. Repairs are automatically 

removed when work is done but there are problems with customer reports, as it is not possible to add 

notes to show a previous report has been added to TfB's works programme.  The reports aren't 

allocated to the works order so sit on the fix my street for a long time. D.Lander asked if reports were 

removed before works were carried out? It was advised new reports could be closed, if already 

reported, to prevent multiple works reports building up. This is a problem Bucks Council is aware of.  

The Clerk queried a recent claim made by a parishioner on Station Road, where there were no defects 

showing on the website, despite the road being in very poor condition. LATs noted there were 2/3 

defects and these were closed after temporary repairs. If there are no prior reports then Bucks Council 

has an automatic claim of defense where damage claims are made against it.  The LATs noted new 

defects appeared very quickly on Station Road. It is important parishioners report defects so TfB can 

see them and the claims people can too, reporters are advised to keep a record. 

 

21. Community Board Highways Schemes 

Forty Green Road islands - the islands are not maintained and should be repaired, so they are safely 

useable. This should happen now, while TfB is investigating the proposed zebra crossing scheme. 

Clerk 

Whichert Close - a scheme to deter rail commuters daytime parking is being considered. Several other 

roads could be included too, but there will need to be a consultation with residents. 

Common Wood Lane - a scheme here was rejected. Sleeping policemen were not felt to be 

appropriate, nor was a width restriction which would require extra lighting.  Traffic turning off 

Hazlemere Road and Penn Road could back up and create dangerous problems at the cross roads. 

Church Road - this problem has been going on for 20 + years. There was an extensive campaign by 

the Penn & TG Residents Society.  Recommended R.Bentham speak to R.Reed and M.Green from 

P&TGRS. CWPC would need to take forward any Community Board grant application as Church 

Road mostly lies in their parish.  

 

Highway Emergency number - 0845 230 2882 


