
  

NOTES OF THE HIGHWAYS MEETING HELD AT THE PARISH 

OFFICE ON 12 September 2018 
 
Present:      M.Morley, C.Hurst, G.Westmacott  

Apologies: D.Lander 
Clerk:        Nicole Webster 

 

1. The Minutes of the last meeting were agreed and signed. There followed some discussion of how to 

improve the recording of actions but this was inconclusive. 

 

2. Road repairs - escalating repairs is successful where there is a particular concern eg the pavement 

at the Squirrel, or if action has not been taken. Councilors agreed to direct the Clerk if there were 

persistent problems and a list of road was then reviewed:-    

 

B474- the stretch from the Red Lion towards Saucy Corner remains the Committee's P1 for repair. 

The Committee has written to Cllr Mrs I.Darby to enquire how to effect its earlier repair. Clerk 

Forty Green Road - from the funnel has been jet-patched.  The substantial dip before Brindles Lane  - 

has been re-reported as has the the traffic island at the road entrance which needs cleaning and the 

vegetation removing.  C.Hurst noted the dip was dangerous because it is invisible. LATs  

Gatemoor Lane - this has been reported. LATs 

Fagnall Lane - is in very poor repair and is due to be jet-patched. The Clerk reported receiving a 

number of complaints from residents. Clerk to enquire when this will be jet-patched. Clerk 

Horsemoor Lane - is in poor repair - the passing places are in particular need of attention. Although it 

was jet-patched in 2017 the repairs have failed. G.Westmacott noted patch and plane repairs are better 

and it was agreed it was now a priority to repair. Clerk 

Holtspur Lane -  the whole road is a mess and patch and plane repairs are required. This is a priority 

for repair. Clerk 

Common Wood Lane - there is a stretch from the 30 sign to the junction with Hazlemere Road which 

has been re-reported. Opposite the entrance to Common Wood the edge of the carriage way is 

breaking down and requires patch and plane repair.  This is a priority for repair. Clerk 

Beacon Hill - there are some large pot holes, including opposite Thatcher's Field. This road is on the 

jet-patcher list but has not been done. The drainage into the pond requires attention. LATs 

Drainage Ditch, W/Hill Common - on the capital maintenance program but is unlikely to happen this 

year.  It is pending addition to 2018/19 schemes. LATs have prepared the paperwork and will check 

where it is in then system. LATs 

 

 

Footways repairs 

The Squirrel, Penn Street  - an area of path which required urgent attention has been resurfaced. 

Church Road, Penn  - photographs of the worst sections are required for www.fixmystreet.com. 

M.Morely noted one of the gullies was full. Clerk 

Orchard Lodge, Hazlemere Road - there is a metal grid which has a hole in it which requires 

replacing. Clerk to re-report the grid.  

Footway repairs - residents should report footway defects online in the same way as road defects and 

local residents are encouraged to use the online reporting system, www.fixmystreet.com.  

 

WDC Local Plan, Queensway access road proposed to new cemetery -  the Clerk reported the Parish 

Council's Queensway Committee met on 24 July 2018 as a result, a number of questions have been 

sent to WDC. WDC Local Plan includes proposals for a cemetery on the site with access from the 

Hazlemere Road. 

 

4. Anti-social parking on Elm Road 
 

Penn Surgery - Access protection markings have been installed and are having a deterrent effect. The 

ones outside the surgery are more successful than the Pharmacy's. Practice Manager K.Gemmel is 

investigating releasing the unused disabled spaces to the rear of the pharmacy and it was agreed to 

enquire when this will be done. The £90 access protection fee is outstanding. Clerk  

The Clerk gave a report on the site meeting with BCC, Parking Officer, Ian Thomas at which anti-

social parking on Coppice Farm Road and Elm Road were discussed including speaking to a number 

of residents. I.Thomas's proposal which had been circulated via email to the Committee were then 



reviewed. The Committee noted the parking scheme proposals for both roads formed the basis of a bid 

for LAF funding for 2019/20. M.Morely noted PPC would need to consult on any plans before their 

introduction but I.Thomas's scheme was a sensible starting point. The cost of making a TTRO to is 

about £10,000,  hence it would be cost-effective to deal with all the tricky locations in a single order. 

PPC awaits the outcome of its bid for LAF funding. 

Forty Green Road - we have suggested KGCC approaches Seeleys House for overflow parking at 

evenings and weekends to see if this improves parking pressure. 

 

5. LAF Highways bids - we have received 2 awards- 

Repairs to Church Road footway - £3,500 - this has been diverted toward the new footway lights, 

agreed with the LAF team. 

A new MVAS - £2,795 bid award, £699  - a model of MVAS needs to be selected consistent with BCC 

guidelines. MM 

 

LAF Bids for 2019/20 - the Clerk reported PPC were unlikely to receive funding for both its LAF bids 

and Committee discussed whether this would affect the overall level of the bid. P.Hodgson is leaving 

the LAF, so it would be sensible to secure agreement. M .Morley noted the TTRO had been at the 

forefront of recent discussions and was the more important of the two bids. G.Westmacott noted 

flashing speed signs can be ignored and Community Speed Watch is a good alternative.  A speed 

camera is another option. Clerk to investigate whether Whielden Lane is a suitable location for a 

speed camera. The Committee's recommendation is to proceeding with the parking scheme and 

delaying the application for a solar flashing sign. G.Westmacott suggested a number of measures 

following his recent trip to Iceland, speed cameras are usually 'on', but not every flash generates a fine 

which makes them particularly effective. M.Morely noted the Committee could review the need for a 

flashing speed sign once the new MVAS is up and working and this was agreed. There followed some 

discussion of other areas at which parking problems occur eg Penn Street and it was agreed that the 

scope of the TTRO could be kept under review. 

 

6. Verges/hedges needing a regular cutting schedule 

Forty Green Road  - G.Westmacott reported the hedges needed cutting back hard. The Clerk reported 

they were cut back by Chesham Town Council at the start of the summer. Cutting back beyond the 

path boundary is not often not welcomed by residents as this reduces residents' privacy and security.  

Church Road (bend near Woodbridge Alley) requires hedge cutting to restore the carriage width. 

M.Morley agreed it should be cut back to the edge of the road. Another alternative is to use a flail. 

Clerk to get quotes.  

Seeleys Road -  CDC is responsible for the maintenance of the bund.  

3 Mynchen Way - the front hedge is growing over the footway reducing its width by a half, we have 

written to the owner.  

Old Cottage, Witheridge Road - highways verge may have been enclosed by the new front fence. 

Clerk to report to TfB. 

Woodbridge Alley - hedges around Woodbridge Alley have been cut back footpath but the hedge 

along Elm Road is outstanding. It was agreed to write to F Quinn. The wilderness garden if a source 

of complaints, it contains noxious weeds and these are seeding to neighboring gardens which should 

be mentioned again. Clerk. 

 

 

7. Gullies  

 

All A and B roads should be cleared annually, but smaller roads are now on a 3 yearly cleaning cycle. 

But there is still no adequate schedule.  

 

The items remain the same:- 

 

B474 - Several gullies are stuck and still full of silt and one has been tarmaced over and has been 

reported online by a local resident. Other residents at St Nicholas cottage Hazlemere Road have 

complained about the blocked gullies flooding their garden and then water causing damp in this 

historic property. M Morley noted the lack of action was unacceptable and this should be escalated. 

Clerk  

1 Meadow Walk - we have written to the owner about the dangerous, brittle, eucalyptus shedding 

branches. Other branches are affecting telephone lines and the roots are lifting the pavement. The tree 

probably needs removing, its owners are liable for the damage. BCC have been informed. Clerk 



Hazlemere Road - 3 gullies are still blocked including one at Potters Cross. These are causing 

flooding at the junction and in neighboring properties. 

Potters Cross Pond -  the gullies either side of the junction on Hazlemere Road and Elm Road (noted 

above) are full so water is running down the hill to the junction causing a lake to form when it rains. 

The Silt trap is full and over flowing and so is the oil trap. The health of the pond is being 

compromised by the effluent and water running into it which is making it smell. It was agreed to write 

to BCC and Thames Water who maybe a better bet. Environmental Services at CDC should also be 

informed.  Clerk to raise with I.Darby, M Shaw 

Potters Cross kerb weir - needs to be raised  

Beacon Hill - an order has been placed to clear all the gullies particularly those which drain into the 

pond. The pipes will be jetted through .LATs 

Disraeli Park - gullies are partially complete but tree routes require clearing. 

Local residents are encouraged to report any other blocked gullies to the Clerk or online at 

www.fixmystreet.com. 

 

The lack of visibility of the Gully program continues to be a matter of concern to local Councillors 

and Cllr I.Darby is aware of the problem.  

 

8. White Lines 

 

LATs have no control over the lining program other than placing the order.  

 

B474 - these have been refreshed but deteriorated with salt and snow. LATs 

Common Wood Lane junction with Penn Bottom - needs relining. Clerk 

Other areas should be reported to the Clerk. 

 

BCC policy (there is no legal legislation) is to refresh regulatory lines (where upright signs are in 

place) once the lines have faded by 50%. Any other lines, such as centre lines and edge lines, are 

refreshed once they have faded by 75% plus.  TfB do not at present have an inspection regime in 

place for lining so we should report. LAT's have little influence on what gets chosen. The crew waits 

for a group of orders in the same area.  

 

 

9. Signs and posts 

 

30 mph sign, near the Crown public House, Penn - one side has been done but the vegetation near 

Crown Cottages also needs cutting back. Clerk 

Potters Cross - advertising signs at Potter Cross junction are a hazard as they distract drivers - they 

will be removed at TFB's request.  

LATs reported that numerous advertising signs had appeared attached to Highways signs, these were 

being removed as soon as they are spotted. New house builders are particular offenders. 

Obscured signs should be reported to the Clerk 

 

9. Damage to verges and kerbs - There is a Development Control Team which deals with damage 

resulting from a development of 3 or more houses.   Otherwise the LATs inspect and talk to the 

contractors.  We should report cases to TfB. 

 

10. Road areas needing a regular sweep by CDC   

CDC have been asked to program a regular sweep of mud and leaves on the road around the gullies in 

the places listed below.   

 

Fagnall Lane 

Marrods Bottom/Fagnall Lane junction 

Whielden Lane near the picnic area. 

The new roadside ‘painted’ footway in FG Road funnel  

Junction of Common Wood Lane and Penn Bottom.   

B474 - requires an annual sweep. 

 

The Clerk was assured by CDC Waste Team that all these places are on a regular schedule at least 

once a month, but this is apparently not the case. (Clerk to monitor) 

 



11. Pavement sweeping -  There is a distinction between wet leaves (Highways) and dry leaves 

(District Council), but Highways have not got the resources and CDC is a better bet.   

Problems should be reported to the Clerk. 

 

12. Mobile Vehicle Activated Sign  -  M.Morley reported he needed to speak to SWARCO to check 

the specifications of the model before placing an order. MM 

 

13. Sign Cleaning - PPC's local contractor has been tasked to clear roads signs on devolved roads, 

which are obscured by vegetation or unreadable.  

Additional signs should be reported to the Clerk. 

 

14. Street lights - 60 new heads have been installed a week sooner than planned. All the units in the 

parish have now been converted to fuel efficient LED units. 

 Cleaning  - our old street lights required cleaning every 2/3 years - it was agreed to take advice from 

CU Phosco on how regularly to clean the new LED models, which point downwards, so may require 

fewer cleans. Clerk  

 

15. Street Works - Rectification works 

Church Road, Penn - BT Openreach's make good has failed noted local resident Mr C.Poynton-Taylor 

and has been reported to BCC's Street Works Team as it requires rectification. No action has been 

taken as yet by BCC. Clerk.  

 

17. Heritage Signs 

Both signs the one on Elm Road and the one close to Widmer Pond will be repaired. The contractor 

Sign Post Restoration expects to start work before the end of October.  

 

18. Priority Roads for repair - the Committee reviewed the 2017 list of roads for repair and made a 

number of amendments and additions. It was agreed invited Cllr I.Darby to review the list at the 

Committee's December meeting. Clerk 

 

Highway Emergency number - 0845 230 2882  


