
  

NOTES OF THE HIGHWAYS MEETING HELD AT THE PARISH 

OFFICE ON 1 NOVEMBER 2017 
 
Present:      Cllr M.Morley, G.Westmacott, D.Lander  

Clerk:        Nicole Johnson 

LATs:      Michael Raven, John  

 

1. The Minutes of the last meeting were reviewed, agreed and signed. 

 

2. Pot hole repairs, grading criteria - M.Raven our helpful Local Area Technician reported on the 

new Highways Inspection criteria which Transport for Bucks are using to assess road defects.  

Department of Transport's risk based criteria are used to determine the priorities for road repairs using 

a risk based matrix which rates the likelihood of an impact.  Potholes are then given a priority for 

repair which can be up next day repair or up to 28 days, or even 'when resources are available' based 

on their grading. This enables work to be programmed better, so defects in a certain area can be dealt 

with at the same time because the crews have more flexibility. This means that the 40mm depth 

criteria is one of the factors the LAT's consider. The quantity of work complete should not change but 

more work should be completed and the travel time between jobs reduced, leading to better outcomes. 

Cllr M.Morley noted the new system was an improvement which would encourage defects to be 

reported. However, the issue of road defects and cyclists safety remained an issue which TfB needs to 

pay more attention too. LAT's noted crazed roads cannot be cut and repaired, merely plugged. 

 

BCC does not seal repairs (over-banding) instead the edges are sealed with a tack coat, this is because 

a legal case found the sealant was a contributory factor in a accident.  If the tack coat is used properly 

it prevents water ingress. Some utility providers still use over-banding but this is no longer considered 

best practice.  

 

B474- the route is being inspected regularly. Cllr I.Darby is aware of local concerns about the route 

and is pressing for urgent action to repair the stretch from the Red Lion towards Saucy Corner which 

is the Committee's P1 for repair.  

 

Grass triangle, Elm Road-Cllr G.Westmacott noted the kerbing on Elm Road and large hole adjacent 

to the grass triangle has yet to be repaired. LAT's are expecting to give this to an outside contractor 

for repair before Christmas. Three way traffic lights will be repaired, so  timing will need to be 

considered carefully. 

 

Hammersley Lane - a TTRO has been laid closing Hammersley Lane completely from 8 January for 5 

days for utility works. Traffic will be diverted down the B474 which is likely to cause considerable 

congestion. It was felt that an alternative might be making Paul's Hill and Cock Lane one way, 

although it was noted that when creating diversions the LAT's had to use like roads. 

 

New Road - a number of pot holes have been reported. New Road is deteriorating and maybe included 

in the list of priority repairs for the Capital Maintenance Team for 2017/18. A number of local 

residents have complained about this surface. LATs New Road, Penn Bottom and Clay Street may 

benefit from micro-surfacing.   

 

The Mynchen Estate  has been jet-patched which is good news but would benefit from micro-

surfacing LATs. 

 

WDC Local Plan, Queensway access road proposed to new cemetery -  the local plan proposes a 

junction at the end of Queensway and the A404 and creation of a new exit/entrance onto the 

Hazlemere Road, effectively creating a by-pass for the Hazlemere Roundtable (p151/152 of WDC 

Local Plan).  

 

Drainage Ditch, W/Hill Common - this should have been added to the Capital Maintenance 

programme as the drainage scheme added in 2016 is ineffective. Cllr M.Morley reported the correct 

paperwork had not been completed but LAT's assured him that defect had been corrected.    

 

3. CSW  and  MVAS 



Chesham has a Sentinel Camera which we can borrow, also Amersham LAF's has a camera available. 

It was discussed that residents in Penn maybe interested in CSW and loaning the camera.  It was 

agreed that Cllr D.Lander would establish and first CSW Group in Penn Street and if it was effective 

we could increase the number of locations. It may be sensible to enquire if Eghams Wood Road 

residents are interested following recent complaints about speeding. Cllr M Morley to discuss CSW 

with Cllrs C.Hurst/G.Westmacott and Mrs L.Probertt.  Councillors will need to organise local groups 

themselves with support from TVP. 

 

MVAS - It was agreed to rotate the MVAS unit to Hazlemere Road from W/Hill Cllr M.Morely agreed 

to manage the charging and changing of the batteries. 

 

4. Anti-social parking on Elm Road - temporary no parking signs are being erected on the Common 

on Saturday's to prevent parking. This appears to have addressed the problem. Parking outside the 

Doctors Surgery remains a concern with traffic extending down Elm Road beyond Rays Lane which is 

dangerous. LAT's noted one option is installing more white bollards which cost £125 per units - 

including site surveys for utilities, this could be done quickly. Councillors noted a number of issues 

affect along Elm Road, including vision splay impairment at the Surgery entrance and Rays Lane, the 

junction with Church Road and weekend parking.  The exit lines at the junction with Church Road 

required refreshment LAT. It was recommended that a number of short term measures, including 

access protection marking and bollards or bird-mouth fencing would be sensible and hat these should 

be costed including checking Highways rights. Clerk. Further that we should invite the Head of 

Parking, Alistair Turk and take advice on sensible long-term measures. Wider consultation would be 

required on more serious issues. It was agreed to write to the surgery and seek their input to finding a 

solution. If possible it would be sensible to share the costs with another authority. Clerk 

 

5. LAF Highways bids - 3 applications have been submitted as follows:- 

Repairs to Church Road footway - patch and plane repairs 

A new MVAS - £2795, including lithium-ion batteries which would give up to 12 weeks battery life, 

and 

Forty new footway lights - £13,570 

 

Footway repairs - It was noted that footway defects should be reported in the same way as road 

defects and local residents are encouraged to use the online reporting system.  A separate budget has 

been established for repairs.  Outside The Squirel, Penn Street is an area of path which requires 

attention LATs. It was noted rock salt is very effective at killing moss of footways. 

 

Verges needing a regular cutting schedule 

Saucy Corner (where Clay Street meets the B474)  This needs a regular cutting back to hedge line 

rather than normal 2m wide strip.  LAT's to ensure this is a priority, both sides need cutting back and 

more than just a 2m wide strip. It was noted that these are being cut regularly which is very welcome. 

 

Common Wood Lane, Penn Bottom and Church Road (bend near Woodbridge Alley) all required 

hedge cutting. The Clerk reported she was in contact with the Penn Estate which had agreed to carry 

out the work. Clerk 

Forty Green Road - needs the hedge cutting back noted Cllr G.Westmacott. Clerk 

 

Gullies  

The Clerk reported meeting with Miss R.Taylor at the Clerk's Liaison Meeting. There a 2017/18 

Gully Schedule but this is inoperable as most are in such poor repair it is taking 2-3 hours rather than 

20 minutes scheduled to clear each one.  LAT's reported an outside contractor FN Conway has been 

employed to undertake a 3 week clearance programme which was welcomed. 

 

The Gullies 2017/18 program is still not published. All A and B roads should be cleared annually, but 

smaller roads are now on a 3 yearly cleaning cycle.  

Elm Road - the recent water leak suggest the gully close to Rays Lane is blocked with tree routes or 

similar. Clerk to report this.  

Disraeli Park - partially complete, the gully emptying machine is due back on site to finish the road. 

LATs The island opposite Forty Green Road has been knocked down and does not light up, Cllr 

M.Morley has reported this to the Street Light team.  

B474 -  higher up, above Forty Green, gullies have yet to be cleared by the  Super Sucker.  Reactive 

gully orders can be raised by the LAT's where there are specific flooding issues.  



Potters Cross Pond -  There is an annual order in place for the super-sucker to clean the two 

chambers. We have cut back growth over the silt-pit (surrounded by the wooden fence) to ensure the 

stump is clear before the Super-sucker attends. Clerk  M.Raven to advise when it will be cleared 

LATs. 

Potters Cross kerb weir - needs to be raised - this is not a priority. 

 

Local residents are encouraged to report any other blocked gullied to the Clerk. 

 

The lack of visibility of the Gully programme continues to be a matter of concern to local Councillors 

and Cllr I.Darby is aware of the problem. Clerk.  

 

White Lines 

 

The lining crew has left Ringway Jacobs. All the white lining has now gone out to tender and each job 

requires 3 quotes. As a result the jobs are being prioritised and take much longer. Lines which are 

faded should be reported and will be assessed but it is better to report lines earlier as its is taking a 

long time for them to be renewed.  LATs have no control over the program other than placing the 

order.  

 

Common Wood Lane junction with Hazlemere Road-  these have been done.  

B474 - the central  line has been badly painted in some parts has almost faded away. Action is 

awaited. LATs 

New Road - white lines at junction with Gravelly and Penn Street way have been refreshed.  

 

BCC policy (there is no legal legislation) is to refresh regulatory lines (where upright signs are in 

place) once the lines have faded by 50%. Any other lines, such as centre lines and edge lines, are 

refreshed once they have faded by 75% plus.  TfB do not at present have an inspection regime in 

place for lining so we should report. LAT's have little influence on what gets chosen. Crewes wait for 

a group of orders in the same area.  

 

 

Signs and posts 

Fagnall Lane signpost to Coleshill  -  the new finger has been installed, but the sign has been 

relocated and is now in the adjacent field rather than in the hedge. As a result the sign is invisible 

from the road. Clerk 

Clay Street - The road name sign is missing and has been reported, Campbell Drive is very faded and 

needs renewing. Clerk 

Flashing School sign, Elm Road - the sign should flash between 8.00 - 9.00am and in the afternoon 

when school children and going to and from school. A concerned resident, Mr S McGowan has 

reported the sign isn't working. Despite repeated reports, over a 5 month period and one attendance by 

TfB operatives, the sign is still not working. Cllr M.Morley noted the sign serves not just Penn School 

(now closed) but also Tylers Green First School.  Clerk has email M.Raven, LATs to escalate this and 

advised that there is no more we can do other than keep reporting it. 

 

The Common, 30 Signs for W/Hill - new ones are on order because the existing ones have been 

graffiti-ed. LATs 

 

Single track road signs, Holtspur Lane -  signs are located at the bottom at the junction with the 

bridge, one at the entry from Forty Green Road and another one at Paul's Hill, so all the access routes 

are covered. Convex mirrors at Holspur Lane -  DoT do not approve mirrors for use on the Public 

Highways, so generally these are not viable solutions. LAT's remove mirrors from Highways assets eg 

signs or lamp posts.  Mirrors can only be placed on private ground not on the highways verge. 

 

Damage to verges and kerbs - There is a Development Control Team which deals with damage 

resulting from a development of 3 or more houses.   Otherwise the LATs inspect and talk to the 

contractors.  We should report cases to TfB: 

 

31 Hazlemere Road - highways verge has been dug up and a new vehicular access created without 

planning consent. This has been reported to CDC Planning Enforcement. Highways verge has been 

incorporated into the access without consent. LATs to make contact with the house owner.  

 

Road areas needing a regular sweep by CDC   



CDC have been asked to program a regular sweep of mud and leaves on the road around the gullies in 

the places listed below.   

 

Fagnall Lane 

Marrods Bottom/Fagnall Lane junction 

Whielden Lane near the picnic area. 

The new roadside ‘painted’ footway in FG Road funnel  

Junction of Common Wood Lane and Penn Bottom.   

 

The Clerk was assured by CDC Waste Team that all these places are on a regular schedule at least 

once a month, but this is apparently not the case. (Clerk to monitor) 

 

Pavement sweeping -  There is a distinction between wet leaves (Highways) and dry leaves (District 

Council), but Highways have not got the resources and CDC is a better bet.   

 

Penn School - leaves are blocking the pavement. Clerk 

 

Mobile Vehicle Activated Sign  -  This is now in active use in Winchmore Hill and should be moved 

to Hazlemere Road (MM). 

 

Sign Cleaning - a number of roads have signs which are obscured by vegetation or unreadable 

because of algae:- 

Clay Street -slippery road sign 

40 mph sign down from the Crown, Penn 

all the signs on Gravelly Way and Penn Bottom 

 

Any other signs should be reported to the Clerk 

 

Street lights - Fifty one new LED units have been installed in Knotty Green. The maintenance 

contract on the these units has been cancelled, as the new lights come with a 6 year manufacturer's 

warranty. There is no scouting contract, so we rely on residents to report faults.  Conducting an annual 

Parish scout was discussed but this was inconclusive.  

 

Highway Emergency number - 0845 230 2882  


