
 1 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PENN PARISH COUNCIL  
HELD ON 12 MAY 2011 IN THE CRICKET PAVILION, KNOTTY GREEN 

 
Present Cllrs  B.Lock (Acting Chairman) 

          M.J.Bayley  

          D.J.Baker 

          Mrs K. Dicker 

          D.Dixon 

          A.S.Hardie 

          M. Newth-West  

          C. Pointon-Taylor  

          M.J.Raszpla 

           

Clerk M.S.Green 

 

Apologies 

 

Cllr Mrs M. Seymour, M.A.Morley 

 

Declarations of 

Acceptance of 

Office 

 

The Clerk confirmed that all Members present had signed the Declaration of 

Acceptance of Office and that this included an undertaking to observe the Code of 

Conduct adopted by the Parish Council.  All had completed or re-signed their Register 

of Member’s Interests, which will be sent to the Monitoring Officer. 

 

Election of Acting 

Chairman 

 

Cllr Lock was unanimously elected as Acting Chairman in the absence abroad of the 

two Members nominated in writing, as required by our Standing Orders, by the 

previous Council to be Chairman and vice-Chairman.  It was agreed that he would  

Act as Chairman until Mrs Seymour’s return. 

 

His warm welcome to our new Member, Dan Dixon, and his vote of thanks to Mrs 

Susan Allen for her brief, but valuable service as a Parish Councillor, was echoed by 

all those present. 

  

Co-option to fill a 

vacancy 

There was only one nomination – for Mike Newth-West – and he was unanimously 

elected to return to the Council as a co-opted Member.  He then signed the Declaration 

of Acceptance of Office. 

 

Election of 

Chairman 

The new Council was asked for nominations for Chairman.  Only Cllr Mrs Seymour 

was proposed and was duly elected in her absence.   She will sign the Declaration of 

Acceptance of Office as Chairman immediately on her return on 20 May.    

 

Election of vice-

Chairman 

 

The Council was asked for nominations for vice-Chairman.  Only Cllr Morley was 

proposed and was duly elected in his absence.   He will sign the Declaration of 

Acceptance of Office immediately on his return on 23 May.    

 

Democratic Half 

Hour 

Mr Alan Dibbo and Sir John Horsbrugh-Porter, who had both stood down after 32 

and 12 years respectively as our District Councillors, were both present and were 

offered grateful thanks for their many years of service to the community.  

PCSO Mark Sansom -  responded to questions about trouble with visiting youths at 

the Beaconsfield Fair and in response to requests undertook to try to discourage cars 

parking on the pavement outside the Recreation Ground and to check speeding traffic. 

Mr Greg Hopkins – reported that all the allotment plots were taken and in good 

order.  There had been a very enjoyable barbeque to celebrate the Royal Wedding. He 

remarked on the great success of the roadside hedges laid a few years ago.  He was  

thanked for his invaluable contribution to the effective running of the allotments. 

 

He then raised a number of other points: 1) The need to keep Highways to their 

promises for a long-term solution to the problem of flooding at the allotment entrance. 
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2)  For more lasting repairs to potholes, particularly one at the Red Lion end of Forty 

Green road. 3) Signs to warn drivers of children near the Recreation Ground, which 

have been promised by County Highways for July.  4) The allotment verge & ditch 

would need cutting when the hedge was cut in July.  

County Cllr David Schofield – confirmed that the state of the roads was his first 

priority and he would follow up all the highways points raised at this meeting.  He 

said that there is a problem with funding for youth centres.  He pointed out that he had 

now retired as a District Councillor. 

Mr Hugh Griffiths  - requested that a gully at the junction of Cherry Drive and Forty 

Green Road should be more regularly cleared or replaced with a more suitable design.  

He urged early implementation of the walkway project. 

Mr John Folkard – Secretary of the Cricket Club, kindly acted as our host and with 

his colleagues provided food and drink on a most hospitable scale.  He reported that 

the new garage, to replace an old and often vandalised one, was almost finished.   The 

Club’s finances and membership are very healthy and 60 colts come on a Friday 

evening with a 40-strong waiting list.  There has been only one incident of vandalism.  

He asked for the roadside hedge to be cut back to allow more room on the pavement. 

Cllr Grahan Harris introduced himself as one of two new District Councillors.  HS2 

will be one of his principal concerns. 

 

 

Committees & 

Appointments  

 

The list of Committees & Appointments was reviewed, amended, and will be 

circulated shortly. 

 

Minute No 110 

Minutes of 

Meeting held on 

17 Mar 11 

 

The Minutes were agreed and signed by the Chairman 

Minute No 111 

Matters Arising 

From Minutes 

 

It was agreed that all matters would be covered in Committee reports 

Minute No 112 

Reports From 

Committees 

1) Planning 

There have been three meetings with 30 applications.  We have commented on 6 of 

them of which a brief summary was given.   

HS 2 Summit  -  Three Members had attended the Summit at Aylesbury on 15 April of 

which reports are available.  There is also a Roadshow in Amersham on 18/19 May 

and a White Elephant rally on 15 May outside the District Council offices.  It was 

agreed that the Planning Committee, at their next meeting, should consider the terms 

of a letter of objection. 

Beacon Hill barn  -  An Informal Hearing is to be held by an Inspector at Amersham 

on 16 June, into the appeal against an Enforcement Order requiring the removal of the 

barn. 

Penbury Grove  -  Planning consent has been given for change of use to residential, so 

this grand house will become a private residence again after some 70 years as a 

school. 

Penn Music Festival  - This is to be held from 8 to 11 July in a field near Penn House.  

The Big Bucks Music Festival has been cancelled for this year, but is a likely 

candidate for next. 

Chiltern Design Award – We have received an invitation to the presentation of 

awards, but the invitation is not pressing so it is unlikely that our bid for the Parish 

Office has succeeded.  There were no takers. 

P&TG Football Club – The flood lights have not yet been adjusted.   The part of the 

fence in Putts Lane, removed for the recent Tournament, has not yet been replaced. 
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2) Clerks’ Liaison meeting – held on 4 April 11.  The main point of 

discussion was the aim of achieving a single Chief Executive and Senior Management 

Team for Chiltern, Wycombe and South Bucks District Councils together with a 

merger of many services such as Building Control, Legal Services, and Waste 

Management.   Nonetheless it was hoped that each Council would retain its own 

sovereignty and character.   A considerable improvement in public access facilities to 

the planning system on line is under way. 

 

3) Local Area Forum  -  A meeting was held on 6 April 11.  The Delegated 

Budget and Local Priorities budget have both been doubled and we have put in two    

bids as described in the minutes of the Highways Committee below.  LAF priorities 

are to be reviewed.  There is to be no change in the Local Area Technicians and so we 

retain Colin Jenkins. 

 

4)  Highways –  The minutes of the meeting held on 13 Apr 11 were reviewed and   

the following matters were discussed: 

Road priorities for repair – Cllr Schofield said that these had not yet been decided, 

but that the B474 had received a good deal of support from his colleagues. 

Delegated budget scheme 2011/12 – A bid has been submitted for a Forty Green 

Pedestrian Access Feasibility Study covering both roadside and walkway routes.   

The Church Road pavement will also be completed. 

Local Priorities Fund – Closing date is 23 May and we have not submitted any bid so 

far. A note of the current priorities which any bid has to meet will be circulated to 

encourage suggestions.  We are assuming that Highways will meet the costs of 

cleaning out Potters Cross Pond and adjusting the water supply to Knotty Green Pond. 

Forty Green Pedestrian Access  -  The owner of the western half of the land above the 

‘funnel’ has volunteered to try to establish the ownership of the embankment which 

could well be the Crown if the land is unclaimed by anyone else.   

Forty Green Highways sub-committee -  It was agreed that a sub Committee should be 

set up to look at the issues in more detail, chaired by Cllr Bayley, with two local 

members each from both Forty Green and Knotty Green. 

 

5) Finance & General Purposes  -  held on 5 May 11.  The minutes were 

reviewed and recommendations agreed.  There was further discussion on the 

following items: 

Clerk’s pay & allowances for 2011/12  –  The recommendation was agreed and a 

Statement was signed by the Chairman and Clerk.   

Audit 2009/10  -  The Internal Auditor had no criticisms of the account, but made the 

few procedural suggestions noted in the minutes.   He has signed section 4 of the 

Audit Annual Return.   He has also checked and agreed sections 1 and 2, as has the 

F&GP Committee, and they were then agreed by the Council and signed by the 

Chairman and Clerk.  A note of dates when the accounts are open for inspection by 

electors, together with a summary of electors’ rights will be circulated to be displayed 

on each notice board.   The Audit Return will now be sent to Mazars. 

Consultation on the future of Local Public Audit  -  It was agreed that we should write 

supporting a purely local audit. 

 

Donations - Two were agreed, each of £50, to Bucks CPRE for their work on the HS2 

project and to Bucks Playing |Fields. 

 

6) Recreation & Open Spaces  -  There had been no recent meeting, but the 

minutes of the last Council meeting on 17 Mar 11 were reviewed and the following 

points noted: 

 KG Rec Gd bark area -  Manor Estates have removed the bark and laid turf. Safagrass 

needs to be ordered.   
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Elm Rd verge  -  the posts are effective and the damaged areas have been re-seeded, 

but need some encouragement, perhaps forking over to loosen the soil. 

Woodbridge Alley hedge  -  Awaits the Penn Estate hedge-cutter. 
Parish Office over-hanging tree – has now been cut down, sharing half the costs with 

the Church. 

Potters Cross Pond  -  Bob Ayres agreed at a site visit on 19 April to get the pond dug 

out  to get rid of all the silt and to ensure that the chambers get an annual clean. 

Sheep Washing pond  - Advice on an increased water supply is awaited following a 

site meeting with Bob Ayres on 19 April. 

Travellers, Penn St Common -  The merits of an effective  barrier of large tree trunks 

or a ditch were discussed.  Tree trunks are favoured and have been offered from Penn 

Wood.  They will be put in place at the front and back of the commmon. 

Japanese Knotweed -  This still needs to be cleared from the Penn St church field. 

New Zealand Pygmy Weed (Crassula) -  needs to be cleared from both Pistles Pond 

and Penn St Ponds. 

Penn Street Pond bench  - The memorial bench has been put in place and looks very 

good. 

Croquet – A proposal to start a croquet pitch in the south-western corner of the cricket 

ground was agreed.  John Folkard saw no difficulty for the cricketers. 

Wedding marquee on Penn StreetCcommon  -  This request was not agreed, but the 

alternative of using the School field is to be suggested. 

Thames Valley Orienteering Club had a very successful day in Penn Wood and paid 

us £137 from car-parking receipts which can be used for local needs such as a spring 

on the gate to the School field.   The policy for the use of the field on future occasions 

is referred to the Open Spaces Committee. 

Queensway – WDC has asked for comments on their proposal to use part of 

Queensway for 40 allotment plots.  This would involve access over the ransom strip 

owned by the three Parish Councils (CWPC, Hughenden  & Penn), but only for 

pedestrians and for a water pipe, not for vehicles.   The proposal is of benefit to local 

inhabitants and anyone on any of the Parish Council waiting lists can apply for a plot.  

There  seems to be no objection, but the Clerk will consult CWPC before replying.  

Lunch at the House of Lords – Cllr Bayley reported on a very pleasant lunch at the 

House of Lords hosted by Veolia for all those responsible for projects which they had 

funded – in our case the W/Hill Play Area. 

More meetings -  There was a request for more regular meetings of the Open Spaces 

Committee. 

 

 

Minute No 113 

Accounts for 

Payment 

 

 

The list of cheques was approved. 

Minute No 114 

Date of Next 

Meeting 

 

The next meeting will be held in Penn Church Hall at 8 pm on Thursday 21 July 2011.   

 


