
1 

 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  
AND OF THE PENN PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD ON 14 MARCH 2019 IN THE PENN CHURCH HALL 

 
Present Cllrs  Mrs J. Creasy (Chair) 

         C.Hurst 

         D.Lander 

         M.West 

         Mrs R.Pocock 

         Mrs M.Seymour 

         G.Westmacott  

         Mrs K.Dicker 

         M.Razspla 

 

 Clerk N.Webster 

 Visitors: Cllr J.Waters, Cllr Mrs J.Burton, Mrs C.Phillips 

 

Apologies M.Morely, M.West 

Democratic Quarter 

of an Hour 

As there were no Casual attendees the Chair  invited representative District 

Councillors to give an update on the formation of the proposed Buckinghmshire 

Council. Mrs J.Burton reported the Shadow Authority is due to start in May but 

meetings have yet to be decided. J.Waters added the shape of the Shadow 

Executive is yet to be determined and is subject to Judicial Review. There will 

be 3 representatives from each County division, 98 were projected in BCC's 

business, this has been increased to 147. Allowances to Councillors may need to 

be reduced therefore to balance the Budget. All Districts are focussing on 

delivery of their plans for the year ahead. CDC's financial position is strong as a 

result of windfall receipts, plus lower than expected government payments, so 

they are well placed. Mrs M.Seymour expressed her concern about the proposed 

hubs. J.Waters noted the Model Unitary Authority on which BCC's proposals 

were based had already found them to be too expensive and so the number of 

hubs there has been reduced to 4 to save money. Nothing is decided and BC 

may need to look at this plan again. Considering Planning hubs county wide, the 

4 separate Local Plans and separate policies means planning will not be 

consistent for many years because of differences in local provisions. Mrs 

J.Creasy expressed her thanks for the ensuring local views of Penn residents are 

heard. 

 
  
Minute No 341 

Minutes of Meeting 

held on 17 Jan 1 

 

The Minutes of the last meeting were agreed and signed by the Chairman 

 

 

Minute No 342 

Matters Arising 

From Minutes 

 

The following matters were noted:- 

Potters Cross pond - TfB has attended and cleaned the silt trap so the pond is now 

filling but the oil trap was omitted so water quality is still compromised. This has 

been reported to BCC. Clerk 

Red Lion, Penn - this attractive village pub is being refurbished and is expected to 

re-open at the end of March. 

Queensway cemetery  -  we wait a response from WDC. 

Forty Green Hall - Mrs R.Pocock has become a Trustee and is assisting with roof 

repairs. C.Hurst reported he is in contact with Mrs S.Jenkins to see what skills she 

requires in new Trustees. The constitution of the hall will need to be considered by 

the Finance Committee.  
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Minute No 343 The Chair welcomed Catherine Phillips from Citizens Advice Chiltern 

noting the parish had made a donation to CAC. She was then invited her to 

explain the Charity's vital work. The Charity operates from 5 locations, plus 

several outreach sites. In 2018-19 it dealt with 16,000 issues, most clients 

present with at least 3 issues. It is often the last point of contact for people 

facing crisis. It has 58 volunteer advisers who support multiple individuals 

for months. Key expertise are debt advice, housing, employment and 

benefits advice. Universal credit is triggering many issues. Job centres do 

not have sufficient online facilities to help with online claims set up for UC, 

which is very time consuming so CAC is assisting. All CAC's advice if free. 

A new initiative is Advice@home where a qualified advisor visit the elderly 

at home. To date 39 home visits have generated £90,000 in additional income, they 

can also review energy plans. Contact details: Max Molho can be reached on 

homeadvice@chilterncab.cabnet.org.uk 01494 774748 or 07809 408195  
 

Minute No 344 

Reports From 

Committees 

1) Planning  -  the Clerk agreed to summarise recent applications in M.West 

absence and to include the summary in the Minutes. The Committee considered 24 

applications at three meetings. 18 applications were 'No Commented', there were 4 

Concerns, 1 was referred to the Tree Officer. There was 1 Objection to 1 Nelson 

Close, where the Committee felt the design was out of keeping with the street 

scene. The Serious Objection was to proposals for the Wilton Park, near 

Beaconsfield where the Parish Council supports the delivery of Beaconsfield Town 

Council's original brief for the site.   

   

2) Recreation & Open Spaces – Cllr K.Dicker gave a short report on the 

February meeting the full Minutes of which have been published. 

 

Knotty Green Recreation Area - a local residents attempts to win grants for 

disabled play equipment have been unsuccessful to date. 

Chancellors play area, Penn Street - the Parish is seeking grant funding to improve 

the facility. The scheme for the site will need to go to tender and this was approved. 

The bid to Pocket Parks was unsuccessful, a full bid to HS2 CEF will be submitted 

now we know the parish qualifies. 

Japanese Knott Weed -  the Council's contractor expect to conduct 3 treatments at 

£45/visit. 

Pond clearances - volunteers and local residents attended Potters Cross Pond in 

January, Widmer Pond in February and Gawdewater in March when valuable work 

was carried out at all 3 sites. Councillors were requested to support future work by 

attending their local clearance. At Pistles Pond - a local ponds expert has manually 

removed as much of the NZ Pygmy Weed as possible but the final bill £734 is 

double the original estimate £225-350. The Clerk to address this with the contractor 

and find an accomodation.  

Fishing, Widmer Pond - large amounts of waste tackle and line were removed. 

Large carp fish are attracting serious anglers. The fish will be netted and removed 

in March. It was agreed a simple set of rules and a licence would be a good idea to 

improve the facility. The rules will need to be agreed by the Committee and 

Chepping Wycombe Parish Council and M.Raszpla agreed to take this forwards. 

M.Raszpla 

Phonebox - the information board text has been agreed but we  await a suitable 

map. The Chiltern Society has been approached to create a GPS enabled walk 

round the village and an information sign was agreed to be a good idea. 

Seelys House, Knotty Green - Bucks CC wishes to sell the site for housing and is 

consulting on alternative respite care facilities in Aylesbury. Plans for a 

mailto:homeadvice@chilterncab.cabnet.org.uk
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Community cafe have been put on hold as this means there will be no parking at 

Seeleys. 

Notice board, Penn Street - this was demolished and insurance claim has been 

submitted.  

UK Live - a donation of £1,470 has been made to fund equipment for the Mother 

and Toddler Group's use at the Winchmore Hill Memorial Hall. 

Chancellors, disused land - the site of the old cesspit which could be use for 

parking is owned by Paradigm Housing. Clerk to write to the Paradigm. 

 

3) Highways 

The Clerk summarised the recent Highways meeting:_ 

 

R.Taylor, Team Leader Amersham Depot attended the meeting and answered a 

number of questions these and the answers are summarised in the Minutes.  
1. MVAS Data 
M.Morley will email the MVAS data from Penn Street to the Council. Mike 

Morley  T.Barron will be asked to move the MVAS to Hazlemere, o/s No 11. 

M.Morely will agree a suitable time to set up the MVAS with him. Mike Morley 
 
2. Complaints 
Marrods Bottom - persistent flooding across the road width is an issue. TfB staff 

recently cleared the gully but the material was thrown onto the bank and washed 

down again. Local resident Mr Cadman has suffered tyre damage at the site which 

has also been reported by other residents. M.Morely noted the ditch at the roadside 

needed clearing to alleviate the flooding and then the gully emptying again. The 

Clerk reported there has been no contact with the local landowner, who agrees the 

ditch needs to be cleared  as a matter of urgency and notes this has been TfB's 

responsibility for more than 30 years. 
Potters Cross - the oil and silt traps were full and silt is clogging the pond and 

preventing it filling.  The water is black, polluted and the pond is in poor health. 

The Clerk reported the silt trap had been cleaned but not the oil trap which had 

been re-reported. Council noted it was determined to take action if the works was 

not carried out which could include reporting the matter to Environmental Services. 

Clerk 
 
3. Road repairs - The list of roads was reviewed:-    
 
Penn 
B474- the stretch from the Red Lion towards Saucy Corner remains the 

Committee's P1 for repair.  
Forty Green Road - Jet patching is breaking up. The substantial dip before Brindles 

Lane  - has been re-reported as has the the traffic island at the road entrance which 

needs cleaning and the vegetation removing.  C.Hurst noted the dip was dangerous 

because it is invisible.  
Common Wood Lane - there is a stretch from the 30 sign has been repaired 

Hazlemere Road which has been re-reported. Opposite the entrance to Common 

Wood the edge of the carriage way is breaking down and requires patch and plane 

repair.  This is a priority for repair and will be patched and planed.  
Beacon Hill - there are some large pot holes, including opposite Thatcher's Field 

and near Ash Cottage. This road is on the jet-patcher list but has not been done. 

The drainage into the pond requires attention. 
Crown Lane - numerous potholes need attention before the annual Fun Run in June. 

Clerk 
W/Hill 
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Gatemoor Lane - this has been reported.  
Fagnall Lane - is in a terrible state. The Clerk reported receiving a number of 

complaints from residents.  
Horsemoor Lane - is in poor repair - the passing places are awful. Although it was 

jet-patched in 2017 the repairs have failed and  patch and plane repairs are now a 

priority.  
The Common - the edge of the Common needs granite edging stones to prevent it 

being eroded. Potholes have been reported. 
Drainage Ditch, W/Hill Common - on the capital maintenance program but is 

unlikely to happen this year.  It is pending addition to 2018/19 schemes. LATs have 

prepared the paperwork and will check where it is in then system.  
Knotty Green 
Holtspur Lane -  the passing paces are impassible and the whole road is 

deteriorating. Patch and plane repairs are required. This is a priority for repair. 
Cherry Lane, FG - needs surveying, is increasing in poor repair. 
 
The list of priority roads for repair was circulated and it was agreed to add Fagnall 

Lane and to keep an advisory watch on New Road, Penn Street. Clerk to check with 

Mrs I.Darby if the B474 from Red Lion to Alfriston School is on the 2019 program 

for repair. Clerk 
 
4. Gullies  
All A and B roads should be cleared annually, but smaller roads are now on a 3 

yearly cleaning cycle. But there is still no adequate schedule and there followed 

some discussion of why it is impossible to publish it. There is only one gully 

machine for the County and any break down prompts a flood of complaints, as the 

schedule slips, this takes staff away from dealing with day to day work which is not 

considered effective. 
 
A list of other blocked gullies was then reviewed:- 
Potters Cross kerb weir - needs to be raised 
Elm Road - o/s the Dolls House, on the corner of Church Road East and Elm Road 
Marrods Bottom -  we await action. 
Beacon Hill - an order has been placed to clear all the gullies particularly those 

which drain into the pond. The pipes will be jetted through .LATs 
Disraeli Park - gullies are partially complete but tree routes require clearing. 
Local residents are encouraged to report any other blocked gullies to the Clerk or 

online at www.fixmystreet.com. 
 
It was agreed to prepare a list of blocked gullies and Highways Councillors agreed 

to survey their own areas and report blocked gullies to the Clerk. 
 
5. Anti-social parking on Elm Road 
The Clerk is in touch with LAF regarding the Parish's 2019-20 bid for funds. The 

Committee recommended reviewing the scheme once the LAF had reached a 

decision on our bid and this was agreed. The Clerk noted part of the scheme lies 

within Chepping Wycombe Parish who would need to be approached if we 

proceeded. Discussions with TfB suggest the scheme will cost nearly £16,000 even 

with the Parish undertaking the consultation exercise.  The Committee requested 

the Clerk to investigate other grant funding options.  
 
6. Verges/hedges needing a regular cutting schedule 
Church Road (bend near Woodbridge Alley) the hedge has been partly cut back but 

more needs taking off either side of Woodbridge Alley, where the hedge sits along 
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the corner at Elm Road.  
Hazlemere Road - at the corner of New Road and Hazlemere Road the hedge is 

obstructing the pavement.  
Rays Lane - at the corner with Elm Road. The clerk reported writing to 'Dolphins' 

to request the roadside hedge is cut back.  
Crown Cottages - the roadside hedge is obscuring highways signs and spilling onto 

and blocking the paths round the War Memorial Green.  
 
7. Weed spraying - it was agreed to approach local contractors for a quote for this 

year's weed spraying. Spraying should be done no later than the second week of 

April and all the roads should be treated over the course of the week, although the 

work is weather dependent so needs planning in.  
 
 

4) Report on BCC's Liaison Meeting 

 The Chair gave a short report on the recent meeting with BCC's the notes of which 

have been circulated. 

 

5) Report of Meeting with KGCC 

 

The Chair noted a positive meeting had been held with the Knotty Green Cricket 

Club and outline terms for the Club's lease renewal had been discussed with the 

President and Secretary. Notes of the meeting with the club have been circulated.  

R.Bentham noted the Club needs to be more systematic carrying out repairs. He 

recommended a 20 year lease with a 10 year break clause, with the unilateral right 

to terminate and this was agreed. The estimated cost of drafting the new lease 

from Mercers is £2,500 and this was noted. Clerk to obtain an alternative quotes 

 

AOB 

Changes to the waste recycling facility opening hours and new charges - certain 

sites will have their opening hours reduced although Beaconsfield and High 

Wycombe's hours remain unchanged. Charges will be introduced from 1 April 

2019 for all householders disposing of landscaping and builders waste. 

Councillors expressed general concern this would only encourage fly-tipping.  

Car abandoned Knotty Green - Clerk to investigate. 

Penn Street School Site - no bids have been submitted by BCC for use of the site 

as a special school, despite a clear need for places in Bucks which is very 

disappointing. 

P&TGFC  - wants to move its football tournament from the Sir William Ramsey 

School site and has applied to CWPC for a licence to use the Common for parking 

5-6th May 2019. Council has a longstanding arrangement with CWPC's which 

licenses the use of the Common. Council noted the Common is Village Green 

which must be kept open for residents, it noted its concerns about preserving the 

surface, if weather is inclement and if there are considerable numbers of vehicles. 

Other hard standing sites are available include the Rayner's Site and the Surgery 

car park and the Club should investigate these too. 

Chacombe Place, Knotty Green - local resident Mt Stewart has written to express 

his concern following thefts from vehicles parked at Chacombe Place, local 

neighbours support his concerns. Mr Stewart would like the Council to switch to 

full night footway lighting. Councillors discussed the request and agreed to ask 

TVP for their views on Chacombe Place. Mrs R.Pocock felt the switch would set a 

precedent and there was little evidence it made any difference. C.Hurst dissented 

from this general view, noting the level of  support for full-night lighting.  The 

Council's role is to provide footway lighting not security lighting. There no 
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evidence for a rise in thefts since the parish's first switch to part-night was in 2014. 

The parish remains one of the safest areas with very low levels of  crime and this 

is reflected in overall crime figures. R.Bentham suggested installing motion 

sensitive lighting would be a sensible to protect cars parked on driveways rather 

than in garages. The Clerk noted TVP has sent advice on how to protect against 

burglary. It was agreed to write to the local resident consistent with the 

recommendation of the Highways Committee and Council's views. Clerks  

 

Minute No 345 

Accounts for  

Payment 

 

 

The list of cheques was approved.  

Minute No 346 

Date of Next 

Meeting 

The next meeting will be the Annual Meeting of the Council held in the Forty 

Green Community Hall at 8 pm on Thursday 16 May 2019.  

 


