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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  
AND OF THE PENN PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD ON 15 NOVEMBER 2018 IN PENN STREET 

 
Present Cllrs  Mrs J Creasy (Chairman) 

         R.Bentham 

         C.Hurst 

         M.Morley 

         Mrs R.Pocock 

         Mrs M.Seymour 

         G.Westmacott 

         Mrs K.Dicker                        

 

 Clerk N.Webster 

 

Visitors: P.Cross, District Cllr J.Waters 

 

Apologies  Apologies: M.West, M.Raszpla, Mrs I.Darby, Mrs J.Burton, D.Lander 

 

  

Democratic 

Quarter of an Hour 

Cllr J.Waters reported on the plans to create a Single Unitary Authority following 

the DCLG announcement. The five district Councils are to be subsumed into a new 

single tier authority which will be given a new name. Buckinghamshire Council is 

one option being considered; the new name should unify the previous structures. 

Preliminary meetings are considering how the new authority will be organsied. 

Centralised purchasing would appear sensible but other elements of the current 

Districts' work may new require Committees which operate at a more local level eg 

Planning where local knowledge is key. It is likely the Council elections in May 

2019 will be delayed for 1 year and this was agreed to be sensible. This means 

Parish and District Councillors will need to serve an extra year. If agreed, in May 

2020 there will be SUA elections and Parish elections, but the term of office maybe 

limited to 3 years to restore the, four yearly election cycle. Mrs K.Dicker noted a 

Change of Leader will be needed, someone who can bring the Districts and the 

former BCC together, to ensure the new SUA succeeds. There will be many more 

Councillors than seats on the new SUA and considerable competition is anticipated. 

Ninety eight new Council seats has been suggested. Each existing Councillor will 

have a seat on the interim authority and there will be an Executive which will 

determine the structure and function of the new SUA, which will then need to be 

agreed by order of Parliament. One important factor at the moment is ensuring the 

proper composition of the Executive. The Districts are bringing the money to the 

party and the County is in deficit which will strengthen the former's position. The 

Districts have an established track record of working together which will benefit 

them. All the Districts want to see cultural change at the County level as working 

with BCC is not easy. Getting the right ethos in the SUA was agreed to be 

extremely important, M.Morley noted a 'can do' attitude is required. Whatever is 

put in place will last for a very long time, so it is important all parties work together 

for the future of Bucks noted R.Bentham. He added, ensuring we keep the best and 

most talented staff will need careful planning. Mrs J.Creasy thanked Cllr Waters for 

his update and his hard work representing the District, she noted he was committed 

every night this week to Local Council business which is exceptional. C.Hurst 

reported receiving emails which enabled him to watch BCC meetings live online, 

as a result he learned BCC is considering buying industrial property in Marlow. 

J.Waters agreed the financial situation of BCC needed to be more transparent. 

Analysis of the business case for the SUA shows the financial benefit of the new 

SUA will only be realised after 7 years, when it will be 0.6%. Mrs J.Creasy said she 
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was concerned the financial case for change had been misrepresented. R.Bentham 

said when Humberside Authority was created the former authorities spent all their 

reserves before the vesting day, as they wished to use their funds for the benefit of 

their local residents rather than lose them to the new Authority.  Hence the money 

projected to go forwards into the new authority might not materialise. 
 
On planning matter, J Waters noted at Woodchester Park planning permission was 

refused, as trees had been removed. Also, at Kerns Woodside Drive, a good team 

effort, including excellent presentations by J.Waters, Parish and local residents 

ensured the application was refused.  At Knottocks Drive the applicant has applied 

to move the access for the 2 detached houses onto the Penn Road, planning 

permission for the latter has already been granted. We expect this is prelude for 

continuing efforts to secure permission for nine flats on the site. CDC Planning 

Committee Cllrs have been attending workshops on the Local Plan. A mix of 

housing is important, some may need GB development.  Mrs K.Dicker reported the 

@Beaconsfiled Now' campiagn was resisting GB development and Gerrards Cross 

has released a strong statement on the topic. J.Waters said some loss of GB was 

almost inevitable and there remains a serious risk sites could be taken out of local 

planning control otherwise. Plans for a Community Infrastructure Levy, to fund 

local infrastructure, are being considered, for developments greater than 9 

properties  and this was welcomed. 
 
P.Cross from the Penn Street Village Hall Committee was welcomed by the Chair. 

The Committee has excess funds which it is willing to put towards local projects. 

Rejuvenation of the Chancellors play area could be considered also renovation of 

the war memorial plaque.  It was agreed to meet after 23 November, the date of the 

next Committee meeting. Clerk 
 

Minute No 377 

 

The Minutes of the last meeting were agreed to be accurate and signed by the 

Chair. 

Woodbridge Alley -  CDC processes offer no effective remedy for the noxious 

weeds on site. 

Gullies - the gully emptying machines will attend Potters Cross and Hazlemere 

Road. Clerk to confirm 

Minute No 378 

Matters Arising 

From Minutes 

 

It was agreed that all matters would be covered in Committee reports. 

Minute No 379 

Reports from 

Committees 

   R 

1) Finance 

R.Betham reported on the Committee’s recent meeting, the key issues were as 

follows :-  

 

 Check of Accounts – the Council’s accounts are in good order. 

 KGCC Lease - Mercers will quote for preparing the new lease. 

 Chancellors, play area  - this play area was rated as below average in 

CDC's Open Spaces Strategy. A bid for funds will be submitted to HS2 

CEF to improve it. 

 Footway lights- 60 new LED luminnares have been installed and the Parish 

is now 100 percent LED.  A £3,500 grant has been received from the LAF. 

Annual savings of £600 on maintenance and £40 on electricity are 

anticipated from the move to LED.. 

 Clerk's Salary - consideration of any increase was deferred to January's 

meeting when then NALC pay scales will be published 
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 Crown Car Park rents - the date of up-rating by RPI has been agreed with 

pub's owners Greeneking. 

 LAF bids - the bid for the TTRO for a parking scheme is preferred to that 

for a VAS, so the VAS bid has been withdrawn. 

 

Budget 2019/20  - the list of capital items in the draft Budget was recommended 

and there followed some discussion of the different items. All were agreed with the 

exception of the £1,000 for 'no parking on the Common' signs at Penn which 

required more thought. Another option is wooden posts. Clerk     

 

Risk Register -  the updated register was reviewed and agreed. It was noted the 

Parish Office was burgled on 9 November 2018 and keys and a small amount of 

private cash taken.  Thames Valley Police have recommended installing CCTV and 

this is being discussed with Penn PCC. Small portable wifi cameras eg Swan or 

Nest are another option. Clerk  

 

Precept 2019/20 - £62,600 is being recommended an increase of 2.3% (v £61,200 

in 2018/19). It was agreed to delay a decision until the January meeting because of 

the political uncertainty caused by Brexit. Clerk 

 
 

2) Recreation and Open Spaces 

 
A report of the recent Committee meeting was given :- 
 
Chancellors play area – our initial application to HS2 CEF confirms we qualify 

and a full application will now proceed. Multiple companies have been approached 

to offer design ideas and a budget of around £45-50,000 will be required. 

Companies will be invited to tender. After much discussion about the best location, 

the Committee's view is the existing Chancellors site is the best owing to its 

location close to the School. It is a large site enclosed on 3 sides. Local residents 

have requested improvements, so this is a good project. 
KGRA - local resident Mrs Thomson is assisting the Clerk with fundraising to add 

two more pieces of equipment suitable for disabled children to the play area. This 

will provide disability friendly equipment on the site which is best practice. The 

Clerk is providing support and  the target is to raise £20,000 for a nest swing and 

ground based trampoline. There has been no further expressions of interest from 

Mrs W.Dunn in opening a Community Cafe on site. 
KGCC  - the Club has been asked to investigate parking for its members on the 

Seeley's House site, to alleviate pressure on Forty Green Road. 
Ponds - Chiltern Society ponds expert Rod D'Alya has recommended coppicing the 

goat willows to the rear of Pistles Pond to improve light to the pond. This was 

agreed. Pond working parties will take place this winter at Potters Cross, 

Gawdewater, Wash Pond and Widmer Pond and local volunteers would be very 

welcome. Clerk 
Wych Elm, Elm Road - branches which may interfere with telephone wires outside 

St Mark's Cottage will be cut-back.  
Fishing at Widmer pond -  CWPC have agreed to net and remove the larger fish, 

which are attracting serious anglers, by March 2019. 
Paul's Hill Phonebox - 1 large information board is preferred. 
Penn Festival donation -  £1,440 donation will be made to W/Hill to fund play 

equipment for the Mother and Toddler Group which meets at the Memorial Hall. 

The equipment will be installed on the land leased to the WHMC by the Parish. The 

equipment must meet UK BS standards for play equipment.  
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3) Re-organisation Committee 

 

The minutes of the recent Committee meeting were noted. R.Bentham reported 

there was little to add to the update already given by Cllr J.Waters. A year's 

extension to the Tier 1 Grass Cutting Devolution Contract had been offered but 

financial terms are yet to be confirmed. Clerk 
Council discussed the implications of delaying the Council elections by 1 year and 

it was resolved the parish supported the rolling the 2019 Parish elections into new 

SUA election in 2020.   
 

AOB 
Footway lights, Knotty Green -  a resident queried whether the photocells in 

the street lights adjust for daylight savings. The Clerk reported the lights are 

on a part-night schedule and go off between the hours of 24.00 and 05.30 

otherwise the photocells are sensitive to low light levels. 
KGRA, Goals - G.Westmacott welcomed the erection of the new goals and 

noted there was further provision for 10-15 year olds is needed. Mrs K.Dicker 

said the proposed nest swing would be suitable for all ages. 
Heritage Sign restoration -  the Penn heritage signs are being repaired. 

M.Morley reported the Widmer Pond sign finger points to Beaconsfield and 

is numbered B473 which means the sign pre-dates 1936, the date the road 

was re-numbered as the B474. There followed some discussion of whether 

the finger should be re-cast at a cost of £1,000, or left as a historical artefact 

and this was agreed to be a matter for Highways Committee to consider. 
Filming -  Mrs J.Creasy noted residents of Little Elm Road had benefitted 

from a film company's use of the site as a setting for a future episode of the 

TV drama Endeavour. The episode will be shown in February 2019. 
Potters Arms, W/Hill - The landlord has secured the tenancy from the 

brewery and takes over in January 2019, a very welcome development which 

will guarantee the pub's future. The Clerk was asked to enquire about The Red 

Lion, Penn which has been closed for several months. 
 

 
 

 

Minute No 380 

Accounts for  

Payment 

 

 

The list of cheques was approved.  

Minute No 381 

Date of Next 

Meeting 

The next meeting will be the held in the Community Hall, Forty Green at 8 pm on 

Thursday 17 January 2019.   

 


