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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  
AND OF THE PENN PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD ON 16 MAY 2019 IN THE PENN CHURCH HALL 

 
Present Cllrs  Mr R.Bentham (Chair) 

         Mrs J.Creasy 

         C.Hurst 

         D.Lander 

         Mrs R.Pocock 

         Mrs M.Seymour 

         G.Westmacott  

         M.Razspla 

 

 Clerk N.Webster 

 Visitors: Cllr Mrs J.Burton, K.Long 

 

Apologies M.Morely, M.West, Mrs K.Dicker, Cllr J.Waters, Cllr Mrs I.Darby 

Minute No 347 

Election of 

Chairman 

Mrs J.Creasy opened the meeting and indicated her intention to relinquish the 

role of Chair. She expressed her thanks to the assembled Councillors for their 

support and said that pressure of work and increasing foreign travel meant she 

felt she could no longer continue. The Clerk noted a vacancy had been 

advertised and one nomination for Chair had been received from M.West for 

R.Bentham. Mrs J.Creasy called for a show of hands. R.Bentham was then 

unanimously elected and duly signed the Acceptance of Office book thanking 

Mrs J.Creasy for being an exemplary Chair and serving for the last 2 years. The 

Clerk added there would be an informal presentation at the end of the meeting. 

Minute No 348 

Election of Vice 

Chair 

The Clerk reported there has been one nomination for M.Morley for Vice Chair 

who was unanimously re-elected. 

Minute No 349 

Democratic Quarter 

of an Hour 

Cllr J.Burton was invited by the new Chair to give an update on the Emerging 

CDC/SBDC Local Plan. At the CDC Council meeting on 15 May the Plan was 

been accepted by Council for publication because the government were likely to 

step in and determine the housing allocation otherwise. However numerous 

Councillors expressed reservations about the document. There will now be a 

public consultation between June-July 2019 and Planning Officers  have said 

they will summarise and include residents comments when the plan is submitted 

to the National Planning Inspector for consideration. The comments will be put 

in a separate Appendix to the main document. The Plan is likely to be Inspected 

in public by the National Planning Inspectorate in December 2019. She noted 

WDC and AVDC's local plans are far advanced which leaves CDC relatively 

exposed and vulnerable to speculative development without an up to date plan 

and this is happening all over the country. The Clerk reported the Parish's 

Planning Committee had written to both Councils about the quality of the maps 

and lack of proper consultation on several changes eg the infill development 

maps and lack of paper copies and public meetings. Only electronic copies of 

the plan are available a 384 page PDF, but no paper copies in libraries are 

proposed, or meetings, which means there is no access for some residents. Its 

availability in a variety of formats  would strengthen the consultation. Mrs 

J.Burton agreed to take this up. She added it is likely Beaconsfield Now, a local 

pressure group, will seek to challenge the legality of the Plan. On a different 

matter Mrs J.Burton added she has been supporting Alfriston School which has 

applied for planning permission to build a performing arts centre. 

 

Commenting on the creation of the single unitary authority - Buckinghamshire 

Council - there are 197 members of the new Shadow Authority. The Structural 
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Order setting it up is expected to be made on 21 May 2019. The Shadow 

Executive will support the actions of the new Executive although because of the 

structure former officers of the BCC cannot be out-voted and will dominate the 

new authority. R.Bentham commented the geography was not one local people 

can identify with, that it is too diverse and we can expect a democratic deficit 

which is bad news for local democracy accountability. Considering his 

experience as former Chief Executive of a new formed Unitary Authority 

R.Bentham added it took up to 4 years to resolve the different workers rights 

and before the Authority was able to make substantial progress on other key 

issues. Although Penn Parish Council had some reservations, we have fully 

participated in recent BMKALC Q&A sessions and feel communication is key 

to making the proposals work. The Parish Council is now ready to step up to 

help fill any gap representation if necessary. Our specially formed Re-

organisation Committee is ready to speak with anyone from the new 

Buckinghamshire Council about any deficit. We are prepared to help and to 

discuss further devolution. 

 

K.Long was warmly welcomed by all the Council on behalf of Knotty Green 

Allotment holders and gave a short update on the Knotty Green Allotments. 

Ninety two percent of plots are let, one as recently as this morning, but one half 

and one whole plot are vacant and will be advertised locally. Clerk Trees are 

overhanging the pathway adjacent to the allotments and causing a shadow on 

Plot 6. The Clerk agreed to report this to BCC's Rights of Way Team as the 

parish doesn't have devolved responsibility for maintenance here. Clerk. Last 

summer there was a number of crop thefts and CCTV signs had been put up to 

deter offenders which seem to have worked.  The annual bonfire went off 

without incidents and the site is well maintained. The new pedestrian gate is 

particularly welcome. 

 
Minute No 350 

Appointments and 

Committees 

R.Bentham reviewed a list of the Committees and membership for 2019/20 and no 

changes were proposed. 

Minute No 351 

Minutes of Meeting 

held on 14 Mar 19 

 

The Minutes of the last meeting were agreed and signed by the Chairman.  

Minute No 352 

Matters Arising 

From Minutes 

 

A list of matter arising were then reviewed:- 

Potters Cross Pond - the oil trap has not been emptied and has been re-reported. 

BCC will be chased to respond. Clerk 

Pistles Pond  - agreement has been reached with the NZ Pygmy Weed Contractor 

and £544 paid to settle the bill which exceeded the original quote. 

Widmer Pond - M.Raszpla has drafted proposed new Fishing Rules for 

consideration by Recreation and Open Spaces Committee. Clerk 

Chancellors - dis-used land close to No 15 which could be used for parking is 

owned by Paradigm housing and the Clerk has spoken to their officer Alex Nett 

who agreed to look into it. 

MVAS - M.Morley has yet to supply data for Penn Street. MM 

KGCC - Hines solicitors in Beaconsfield have been instructed to prepare a new 

lease at a cost of between £1,500-£2,500.  

Roads - several roads are closed next week for day-time patch and plane repairs 

including the Penn Road, Forty Green Road.  

 

  
Minute No 353 

Reports From 
1) Planning  -  the Clerk summarised recent applications in M.West absence:- 
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Committees There have been 2 meeting on 2 April and 9 May and the committee considered 16 

applications, as follows:- 
7 No comments 
3 Queries 
1 Case was referred to the Tree Officer 
2 Concerns 
There have been 2 Objections - at Penn Cottage, Church Road, Penn to the felling 

of a tree in the Conservation Area where we felt a branch could easily be removed 

instead and to a Certificate of Lawfulness application at Keepers Cottage, Gravelly 

Way where the we felt buildings and should retain their agricultural designation 

rather than becoming residential. There was 1 Strong objection to Woodchester to 

the variation of condition 12 which prevented building of garden rooms and dormer 

windows and we have asked this be called before CDC's Planning Committee. 
 
Festivals 
Winchmore Hill Comedy Festival - Mrs M.Seymour reported the Comedy Festival 

held over the Bank Holiday weekend in Winchmore Hill has gone well with no 

reports of any problems. Parking has been sensible managed with no parking on the 

Common. A substantial amount has been raised for charity. Clerk to invoice. 
P&TGFC Festival of Football - R.Bentham reported this was a most enjoyable 

event with more than 100 six a side teams entering. His grandson had played and 

his daughter has served teas but unfortunately the parking in the village was a 

shambles and as a result several complaints were received. The number of cars in 

the village exceeded the Club's expectations. There was unanimous agreement in 

future the Festival should be reviewed by CDC's Safety Advisory Group, so lessons 

can be learnt and a request has been sent to the proper officer at CDC.  The Clerk 

noted CWPC intend to write to the Club which appeared to be in breach of its 

licence and a draft of the letter was circulated to Council and via email as a 

courtesy. Councillors discussed the letter and proposed one amendment, that the 

Club's attendance at CDC's Safety Advisory Group, or any successor group, be a 

condition of a future licence for using of the Common. This was unanimously 

agreed. It was further resolved to write to CDC's Chief Executive to activate the 

SAG's involvement, as a by-product of this event. Clerk 
PennFest - D.Lander reported on his participation in preparations for PennFest, 

including attending SAG meetings. Preparations were well advanced for this year's 

festival. A specialist parking firms worked well, last year and parking wise it was 

the best festival yet. This will be repeated. Attendance of officers from Thames 

Valley Police on Friday and Saturday nights was particularly welcome. 
 

2) Finance & General Purposes Committee 

The Chair reviewed the Minutes of the recent meeting.  

Acquisition of land - the Parish has funds which it can use for this purchase and it 

was agreed Recreation & Open Spaces should consider and F&GP recommend 

suitable projects. The meeting moved to consider the Annual Statements. The Clerk 

noted the F&GP Committee had recommended the Annual return Section 1 for 

approval, followed by Section 2, also recommended for approval together with the 

Explanation of Variances, Fixed Asset Register, Risk Assessment and Audit 

Timetable.  

Audit 2018/19  - it was noted that the Internal Auditor had no criticisms of the 

accounts and has signed Section 4 on 26 April 2019. He has also checked and 

agreed sections 1 and 2 together with the bank reconciliation and an explanation of 

the differences between 2017/18 and 2018/19 and so has the F&GP Committee.  

Sections 1 and 2 were then agreed by the Council and signed by Chairman and 

Clerk in this order, followed by the other documents. A note of the dates when the 

accounts are open for inspection by electors, together with a summary of the 
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electors' rights will be displayed on local notice boards and online.  The Audit 

Return will now be sent to PFK Littlejohn. 

Annual report - Various topics were suggested and a draft will be circulated. Clerk 

 

AOB 

KGCC -  were congratulated by D.Lander on a recent successful fundraising Quiz 

Night which raised £1,250. 

Picnic benches on Winchmore Hill Common - two bench seats have appeared on 

the Common and the Clerk was asked to investigate and refer to Recreation & 

Open Spaces Committee. Clerk 

 

There followed a short presentation to Mrs J.Creasy on her retirement as Chair. A 

gift of a commemorative rose and card was given on behalf of the Parish Council 

by the Clerk. R.Bentham offered a vote of thanks and noted het talent and success 

as Chair in bringing residents and Councillors together, particularly chairing 

difficult meetings with great skill and warmth and how wonderful it was to see all 

the participants leave feeling they had been heard and with a sense of real 

achievement. The former Chair then replied and thanked all the Council and the 

Clerk for their generosity and said extensive travel and work commitments 

prevented her continuing in the role but she hoped to continue to make a 

contribution as a Parish Councillor. 

  

 

Minute No 354 

Accounts for  

Payment 

 

 

The list of cheques was approved.  

Minute No 355 

Date of Next 

Meeting 

The next meeting will be the held in Penn Church Hall Hall at 8 pm on Thursday 

18 July 2019.  

 


