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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  
AND OF THE PENN PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD ON 16 SEPT 2020 via ZOOM 

 
Present Cllrs  Mr R.Bentham (Chair) 

         Mrs M.Seymour 

         Mrs R.Pocock 

         Mrs J.Creasy 

         Mrs K.Dicker 

         C. Hurst 

         Mrs D.Marsden 

          

 

 Clerk N.Webster 

Vistors: M.Laing, N.Scott, I.Rundle 

Apologies Cllr Mrs I.Darby, Cllr Mrs J.Burton, D.Lander, M.West, G.Westmacott, M.West 

Minute No 400 

Minutes of the last 

meeting 

Mrs R.Bentham opened the meeting and invited the first participant in the 

Democratic Quarter of an Hour to discuss their issues. 

Minute No 401 

Democratic Quarter 

of an Hour 

Nick Scott, President of the Knotty Green Cricket Club (KGCC) explained the 

club has considered a range of new security measures but had decided on adding 

two new benches, to prevent vehicular access via the pedestrian entrances, also 

two new steel bollards - all to be concreted in. A paper explaining the proposals 

had been circulated to the Council. The bollards would be about one and half 

feet high and retractable to enable the grass to be mowed. I.Rundle, Treasurer, 

added the cost of the bollards was about £100-£200 each.  Mrs K.Dicker asked 

if there were plans to put a bollard between the play area and cricket ground? 

N.Scott said there wasn't but this could be reviewed. He added the Club has 

considered a bund and upkeep was an issue and the impact on grass cutting. Mrs 

K.Dicker noted the bund on Seeleys Road was unsightly.  There followed some 

general discussion and Councillors agreed with the proposed measures. 

Mrs K.Dicker asked if the Club would pay half the cost of evicting the 

travellers, a further £642.  N.Scott said the club wanted to add the proposed 

security measures but provided there was money left from the Just Giving 

Account, they were committed to pay the balance of £642. He noted the Club 

has paid £1,000 towards the Council's costs and the Clerk was asked to confirm 

when this was received. Clerk. I.Rundle asked for the contact details of the gate 

maker. Clerk to supply. 

 

Marlon Laing, Green Telecom, explained the business model of the company to 

bring faster broadband to rural areas. Under a new government scheme, backed 

by Bucks Council, residents and businesses can claim a voucher if they live in 

rural areas with poor broadband connectivity.  There are some 4,000 post codes 

in England which qualify, and 9 residents in Penn Street have expressed an 

interest in a scheme, so far.  A new BT cabinet will be needed probably at the 

side of the village hall. Speeds of 100mbs, a bit higher than BT Infinity, are 

possible. Some of the estate cottages are currently getting very low speeds. 

Mrs K.Dicker noted areas in Knotty Green are getting very low speeds too 

because they are too far away from the exchange.  M.Laing added residents can 

check if they are eligible using the governments gigabit voucher website, search 

gigabitvoucher website online. Even if there is fibre to the exchange, the copper 

connection to individual houses makes for a slow broadband connection.  No 

pipes or new pipe work will be required for the Penn Street scheme which will 

use existing ducts and poles. Penn Street residents can find out more from the 

website www.superfastpennstreet.co.uk. R.Bentham asked if the scheme could 
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be extended to Winchmore Hill. M.Laing said they were happy to speak to 

residents and they will tackle anywhere which qualifies for a grant. The Clerk 

said agreed to promote the scheme, including the company's contact details and 

this was agreed. 

 Minute No 402 

Co-option of new 

Councillor 

 

 R.Bentham welcomed Mrs D.Marsden to the Parish Councillor and invited her to 

sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. The Clerk provided copies of the 

Council's Code of Conduct and Mrs D.Marsden was warmly welcomed by fellow 

Councillors.  

Minute No 403 

Minutes of Meeting 

held on 15 July 20 

 

The Minutes of the last meeting were agreed and signed by the Chairman. It was 

agreed all other matters would be covered by Committee reports. 

Minute No 404 

Reports From 

Committees 

1) Planning  -  There have been 3 meeting on 28 July, 13 Aug and 8 Sept. 

R.Bentham noted M.West was presently in Lithuania and had been unable to 

connect to the meeting, so the Clerk agreed to circulate details of recent 

applications with the Minutes.  
The committee considered 21 applications, as follows:- 
10 No comments 
3 Cases were referred to the Tree Officer 
2 Concerns 
3 Comments 
1 Case referred to the Historic Buildings Officer 
2 Objections, and  
1 Strong Objection 
 
The strong objection was to Whielden Gate Farm, W/Hill where we objected to the 

conversion of an agricultural building in GB/AONB. The objections were to 

Glenmore, Church Road where the Committee was not persuaded the test of special 

circumstances for development in the GB was met. Also to, 38  Eghams Wood 

Road where the removal of an attractive old hedge and its replacement with a 

security gates and fencing is out of keeping with the street scene. 
Permitted development Rules -  Councillors then discussed the impact of the 

government's permitted development rule changes and noted their strong 

opposition. It was noted Royal Institute of Town Planning and other major bodies 

associated with the building industry were also opposed and this was an important 

consideration. R.Bentham noted Buckingham Town Council has approved a motion 

opposing the government's white paper Planning for the Future and the Clerk was 

invited to read the motion to Council. Councillors then discussed issuing a letter, 

likewise, stating their opposition. Mrs J.Creasy noted this was the opposite of 

devolution and taking the long view.  The white paper put forward a quick fix 

housing solution at any cost. A particular concern is areas which have little 

affordable housing will be forced to  take more development, the prospect is scary.  

It was agreed to issue a 'strong objection' and to do what BTC have done, and to 

make the Council's opposition widely known. R.Bentham noted the issue of land 

banking by developers had not been addressed and there was also the matter of the 

shop/office spaces, underutilised as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic. It was 

agreed to put a lot of time effort and to use the parish's capacity to raise this issue, 

including writing a strongly worded objection to the government consultation.  

Council agreed the Planning White Paper and its impact on local government 

planning should be added to the Agenda for the next Community Board meeting. It 

was also determined to write to Local MP Dame Cheryl Gillan and to comment in 

local news. The Clerk was asked to email the text of Buckingham Town Council 

resolution to the Council. Clerk 
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2) Highways 

Priority roads for repairs - the Clerk reviewed the list of priority roads for repairs 

and it was determined to add Paul's Hill (jointly at number 2 with Horsemoor 

Lane) and Crown Lane.  Clerk to provide the list to Unitary Councillors. Clerk 

Parking Scheme - the Council's recommendation has been accepted and the 

conclusions of the Parking Group will now be considered by Bucks Council. If 

approved, the measures could be put in place by mid November.   

In M.Morley's absence copies of the recent Highway committee minutes will be 

circulated with the Minutes of the meeting. 

 

4) Recreation & Open Spaces Committee 

Mrs K.Dicker reviewed the minutes of the recent Committee meeting, as follows:- 

Knotty Green Cricket Club -  new entrance gates were installed in July at a cost of 

£1,700. The Council has received £1,000 contribution towards the cost of evicting 

the travellers but an extra £642 has been requested (which is half the cost of the 

eviction). Further grants from the club will depend on the cost of the additional 

security measures. 

Play Areas - have been disinfected and re-opened including new Covid-19 signage 

in line with government advice. A grant has been requested from Bucks Council to 

cover the cost of the CV-19 signage. Clerk 

Common Land - a number of pubs/restaurants have been using common land for 

informal overspill but the Council doesn't want tables and chairs. 

Tree Survey - has been commissioned at a cost of £100 

Penn Street Field  - Japanese Knotweed has been treated at a cost of £45; little 

growth was detected and the field will be flailed in the autumn. 

Knotty Green Allotments and Beacons Hill Plots - are fully let and we could do 

with more land for 'growing your own'. We are signposting available plots at 

Winchmore Hill. 

Noticeboard - a replacement board has been ordered for Forty Green and this 

should be installed shortly. There are 3 more to do in Eghams Wood Road, 

Sandleswood End and Elm Road, Penn.  
Parish Litter pick - is on 27th September at 10.00am starting at Widmer Pond. 

Volunteers will be grouped into sixes.  

Lease of Penn Street, QEII Field - a new lease has been agreed the school. We have 

received rent from Bucks Council but it is the wrong amount. Clerk 

Chancellors, Penn Street -  our play inspectors require some modifications to the 

play equipment to meet current BSI standards. The equipment company have 

offered a solution but we need to confirm it addresses the problem. Clerk. 

 

 

4) Community Board 

 

Cllr J.Waters was not sure there was an overall direction in terms of projects, or 

cross-working, nor was the CB able to narrow down the things we wanted to 

achieve.  Mrs K.Dicker agreed that the first meeting was disappointing and the 

meeting needed a re-launch with residents groups attending. Pulling together a wish 

list of projects would be a good idea to feedback to Beaconsfield CB co-ordinator, 

Andy Chapman to give the board a strategy Clerk. There is a danger the CB could 

become a talking shop otherwise. R.Bentham reminded Council it wished to see the 

governments white paper on planning discussed and there was broad and generous 

agreement about this J.Waters offered to write to the Beaconsfield CB Chair, Anita 

Cramer requesting it on the Agenda and this was agreed. 
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Minute No 405 

Accounts for  

Payment 

 

 

The list of cheques was approved with the list of delegate decisions. 

Minute No 406 

Date of Next 

Meeting 

Change of date: The next meeting will be the held Wednesday 18 November 2020 

either via Zoom, or at a socially distanced venue to be confirmed (depending on 

which village halls have wifi).  

 


