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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  

AND OF THE PENN PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD ON 18 MARCH 2016 IN THE PENN CHURCH HALL 

 
Present Cllrs  Mrs M. Seymour (Chairman) 

         R.Bentham 

         Mrs Jane Creasy  

         Mrs Kate Dicker 

         D.Lander 

         M.Morley          

         M.Newth-West           

 

 Clerk N.Johnson 

 

Apologies  Cllrs A.S.Hardie, G.Westmacott, M.Raszpla              

 

 

Annual Parish 

Meeting 

The Chairman noted that as there was no business set before the Council, Cllrs 

would move onto to consider the Minutes of the last meeting. 

 

              

                 PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 

  
Minute No 290 

Minutes of Meeting 

held on 15 Jan 15 

 

The Minutes were agreed and signed by the Chairman 

 

 

Minute No 291 

Matters Arising 

From Minutes 

 

It was agreed that all matters would be covered in Committee reports. 

Minute No 292 

Reports From 

Committees 

1) Planning  -  There have been 2 meetings with 14 applications.  We have 

commented on 6 of which 3 expressed concerns and 1 was an objection, 

Chancellors,  Penn Street.  A brief summary was given. D.Waker, Senior Planning 

Officer, CDC, attended the February Committee and guided Cllrs on the Joint 

Local Area Plan Consultation.  Cllr M.Newth-West thanked those who commented. 

A lot of work had gone into drafting the Committee's robust response. This 

highlighted that large developments on the boundaries of Penn Parish Council at 

Gomm Valley/Ashwells and the preferred site at Holmer Green, which is larger 

than anticipated and now stretches from 100 Penny Acre Farm to Sheepcote Dell 

Road, will create new urbanised areas. As car ownership is increasing, this will lead 

to extra traffic on busy roads, already struggling to cope. Cllrs agreed the 

implications for our infrastructure are very serious.  

 

Cllr A. Hardie and the Clerk reported that they had met with Beaconsfield Town 

Council, to explore solutions. It was reported that a bypass from Pyebush is 

planned but funds will not stretch to a new railway bridge. Other potential measures 

to alleviate traffic problems at Knotty Green, Beaconsfield and in Penn, along Cock 

Lane and Hammersley Lane were then discussed in detail. The second stage of the 

JLAP will require Cllrs to look carefully at preferred option sites which CDC have 

identified for development. 

  

2) Clerk's Liaison Meeting -  A number of important requests from Clerks 
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had not be followed up, for example the Gully Cleaning Programme and Waste 

Schedules, have not been received which is unacceptable. Graham Winwright, 

Head of Planning at CDC, provided a short update on the emerging JLAP. 

Aylesbury Vale have been approached to take CDC's unmet housing needs, but 

other authorities have made similar requests. A review of the Green Belt (GB) is 

underway and CDC may need to look to develop in GB, depending on the level of 

unmet need. A paper listing the preferred option sites for development, which 

includes Holmer Green has been published. An update on shared services was 

provided by Bob Smith, Acting Chief Executive. A review of the Planning Service 

will conclude in autumn this year, creation of a joint service is anticipated in 2017. 

Waste and then Customer Services will follow. 

 

3) Local Area Forum 

2015/16 LAF funds - we were awarded £7,500. £5,000 is allocated to the Saucy 

Corner feasibility study. The balance will be used as follows:  

the upgraded Fagnall Lane sign (est £400),  

Posts at Rays Lane/Elm Road (£340),  

TfB MVAS survey (£350), and  

MVAS site statistics £75 per installation site 

Up to four MVAS Ground Screws (est £900). 

 

A report into the LAFs has been published, which highlights the ways in which 

users feel LAFs can be strengthened and improved. 

 

4) Finance and General Purposes Committee -  
There had not been a meeting since 13 Jan 16, but the following matters were 

discussed: 

 
Audit arrangements - Cllrs agreed to opt-into the new SAAA regime, as 

recommended by BALC. From 2017/18 an external auditor will be appointed on 

our behalf, for the next 5 years.  
Audit programme - has been received.  Mr Harold Porter has agreed to audit the 

account again this year. 

Devolution funds - We are on course to spend our 2015/16 award. ATC have 

agreed to take on spraying, for which a spray training certification is required, as 

the appointed contractor has been hospitalised. Cost remains unchanged.   

Legal advisers - B Legal, our advisers, have gone into administration. We will need 

to appoint a successor firm with the right mix of expertise. 

Insurance -  has been renewed at £923 through Came & Co, this is the last year of a 

3 year contract.  
 

5) Recreation & Open Spaces – A meeting was held on 18 February at 

which there was discussion of the following items: 

 

KG play area -  Regular repair and maintenance is being carried out as 

recommended by Wicksteed. A new gate closer is due to be fitted shortly. 

Confirmation of the life expectancy of the replacement timber posts will be sought. 

Clerk. 

Penn Street Church field,  Japanese knotweed - A meeting is recommended for 

early summer of 2016 to review and agree any future work. A date will be 

circulated in due course. 

Pond Clearance Schedule -  It was agreed to maintain a schedule of works.   

Penn St Pond, New Zealand Pygmy Weed - local volunteers worked with experts 

from the Chiltern Society, to remove bull rushes and the invasive weed. As a result 
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the areas containing the material has been fenced off. Advice has be sought from 

appropriate bodies including the Environment Agency and Chiltern Society on 

future management of this valuable wildlife site. An energetic resident, who visited 

the clearance, Mr Andrew James, made a number of suggestions via email to 

strengthen procedures.  He may contact the Chiltern Society. One interesting one, 

was spraying the invasive weed, as a preferred means of control. This will be 

investigated as part of the future management programme.    

Penn St, QEII gate - Rectification work is complete £826. A further £120 was spent 

to replace corroded hangers and to dig out concreted-in posts. The additional 

amount may be recoverable under insurance. Clerk to investigate. 

'Woodbridge' garden, Elm Road -  The over-hanging yew tree has been reduced. It 

was agreed to write to the owner about the hedge which is too high, also to ask him 

to eliminate Elder in the hedge.  

KG, Allotments -  An up to date information sheet has been circulated to tenants. 

One plot is vacant and this will be advertised. Preference will be given to PPC 

residents.  

Beacon Hill Garden Plots -  the neglected allotment has been tidied. The owner of 

the hedge to the rear of the site is to be asked to reduce it to 6 feet. 

Joint meeting CWPC -  a site meeting is arranged, 22 April at 11.00am 

Widmer Pond - A No Fishing notice has been put up prohibiting fishing during the  

Close season from 15 March to 15 June. 

LAF Community Funds -  two bids will be submitted, one for the Big Village 

Weekend and a second for Widmer Pond path. 

Filming -  recent filming activity has benefitted a number of local businesses. Cllrs 

suggested adding information online about other attractive locations, to generate 

further requests. 
Sandels Wood End - a new dog bin has been installed.  

Notice Boards - Cllrs agreed to  monitor the use of the Parish's Notice Boards over 

the next four months, subsequently to review how the Parish Council's business is 

communicated. The Annual Report and website offer additional channels which 

some residents prefer. Clerk to investigate if PPC is legally required to retain all its 

Notice Boards.    

  

6) Highways 

Mobile Vehicle Activated Systems (MVAS) - Cllr Morley reported that he had 

visited a number of sites with the Local Area Technicians (LATs), as a result the 

preferred options were:- 

 

• W/Hill. Outside Little Orchard on the bank (requires ground screw) 

• Penn, Hazlemere Road, outside number 11 (requires ground screw) 

• Knotty Green, Eghams Wood Road - outside number 16 (requires ground 

screw), also outside number 33 (requires ground screw). 

The Committee agreed the remaining 2015/16 LAF funds will be used to purchase 

4 ground screws at a cost of £900. It was noted that if the money is unspent we 

can't carry it forwards to next year. Progress will be dependent on residents 

supporting the installations. 

Cllr Morely commented that purchasing a second MVAS unit should be 

considered. A solar powered model is an interesting option, as the battery powered 

models only work for 4-5 days before the battery requires changing. Clerk to obtain 

comparative quotes for the Committee's consideration, including the cost of 
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brackets and post mountings. Obtaining useful data from the units, is an important 

consideration. Clerk.  

Highways Liaison Update - A more systematic approach to recording the date items 

are reported to Highways would be helpful, so the Committee can monitor progress 

more quickly and easily. The Committee reviewed the list of notified repairs, 

potholes, gullies and rectification works and following items were discussed in 

detail:- 

B474 Hazlemere Rd/Church Road gullies – The gullies on Elm Road and 

Church Road have been cleaned, although as the machine wasn't working 

properly, the lower chambers have not been jetted-out. This was reported to 

LATs and a second sweep was done. Cllrs Morley and Hardie expressed 

doubt, as a number of gullies remain blocked and some were also stuck.  A 

list of the stuck ones is kept by the LATs and these will be tackled.  It was 

agreed  that Cllrs would continue to monitor the gullies and notify any 

remaining blocked ones to the Clerk. 

Potters Cross. The Chambers at the pond remain untouched and LAT's will 

be reminded that these need cleaning out with the super sucker. 
 
Devolution - CTR maintenance have been forced to back out of the Spraying 

contract, owing to ill-health which has prevented completion of the required Spray 

Training certificate. Amersham Town Council, who already have the necessary 

qualifications, have agreed to take on the work for at a cost of £1,128pa. Maps, 

including the distances and areas to be sprayed have been provided and work is 

expected to start in April.    

Parking on The Hill/Pond Close at W/Hill. The PCSO's are involved to deter bad 

parking. White lines are the preferred option and posts may provide a further 

deterrent, at £125 per unit. Advice will be sort from the County's parking adviser. 

Clerk to enquire if Highway's must carry out post installation. 

Parking at Securon. The site's owner has put forward an interesting proposal for 

overnight parking at the site's entrance, to alleviate parking problems on The Hill. 

The verge is owned by Highways, so progress will depend on securing their 

agreement, before discussion with the Council's licensing authorities. Cllrs agreed 

to leave this matter to the W/Hill Residents association and the Site's owner. 

Drews Park. Building works are nearly complete and contractors are now parking 

on site.  

B&M Care Home. It was agreed to monitor the impact of the opening of the new 

care home on parking along the Forty Green Road. 

Road marking, The Funnel. This was swept but the defective paint was quickly 

obscured again by leaves and debris. Clerk to take this up with County, as the 

Highways paint should not have failed after a year. 

LAF Update and Attendance. A bid will need to be made for funds for the Saucy 

Corner Project for 2017/18 financial year. It was agreed that attendance at LAF 

meeting is vital to understand changing LAF priorities, also to secure funding for 

relevant projects. Cllrs D. Lander and G.Westmacott to advise if they are unable to 

attend the next LAF meeting on 25 May 2016, 6.30pm. 

Lighting Report. We have approximately 150 street lights many of which will need 

to be replaced at a cost of over £50,000 so it is important to keep building up 

capital. It is recommended that older model's lamp heads should be replaced with 

LED's if they fail. As regards replacing further units, repayment of the Salix loan 

will free up capital. The first instalment on the Salix interest-free loan was paid in 



5 

 

Sep 15 and repayments are due over 4 year at £1,406, due in March and September 

each year. Putting stickers on the lamp posts to encourage observant residents to 

report faults to PPC is a good idea and will be investigated. Clerk. 

Chairman - Cllr. Morley agreed to stand again as Chairman. 

Any Other Business 
W/Hill Drainage Works. Cllr M Newth-West agreed to review the operation of the 

new drainage ditch which has been installed by Highways. Concern was expressed 

about the planning and effectiveness. Highways intend to carry out further works to 

carry excess water away, to prevent water accumulating on the Allotment path. 

Former Cllr M. Bayley helpfully put forward alternative solutions which would 

have the desired effect, which could also be considered, if problems persist. Clerk 

to confirm whether the land the ditch is situated in is Common. 

 

Website - the Parish Office address needs to be more prominent. Clerk.  

Cllrs discussed that our website navigation could be improved, Recreation & Open 

Space Committee will review the site.      
 

 

Minute No 293 

Accounts for  

Payment 

 

 

The list of cheques was approved.  

Minute No 294 

Date of Next 

Meeting 

The next meeting will be the Annual Meeting of the Council held in the Cricket 

Pavilion, Knotty Green at 8 pm on Thursday 19 May 2016.  Nominations for 

Chairman and Vice-Chairman are required by Standing Orders at least 7 days 

beforehand.   

 

 


