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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PENN PARISH COUNCIL  
HELD ON 18 MAY 2017 IN THE COMMUNITY HALL, FORTY GREEN 

 
Present Cllrs  Mrs J.Creasy (Chair)  

          Mrs M.Seymour  

          Mrs K.Dicker 

          D.Lander 

          M.Newth-West  

          M.J.Raszpla 

          G.Westmacott 

          C.Hurst 

          Mrs R.Pocock 

Clerk  N.F.Johnson 

 

Vistors Cllr Mrs I.Darby, B.Morris, Mrs A.Wesmacott 

 

Apologies M.Morley, Mr J.Copock 

 Cllr Mrs M.Seymour opened the meeting by warmly congratulating Cllr Mrs I.Darby 

on her recent election as a County Councillor, noting that she looked forward to seeing 

her at future Parish Council meetings. As she was standing down after 9 years, Mrs 

M.Seymour noted this would her final meeting as Chair of the Penn Parish Council.  

The Clerk offered a vote of thanks on behalf of the whole Council for Mrs Seymour's 

exceptional service as Chair and there followed a generous round of applause. Cllr 

J.Creasy then presented her with an engraved glass plaque and flower basket from her 

colleagues on the Council. 

Election of 

Chairman 

 

The Clerk reported there was one nomination. Cllr Mrs J.Creasy had been nominated 

by Cllr M.Newth-West and seconded by Cllr R.Bentham, her election was 

unanimously approved. She then signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and 

offered a warm welcome to the guests. Mrs J.Creasy then offered her personal thanks 

to the retiring Chirman. 

Election of Vice-

Chairman 

Cllr M.Morley was the only nomination and was duly elected.       

 

Democratic 

Quarter of an 

Hour 

Bill Morris reported there is an notable sense of  community spirit at the allotments 

and a very high standard of horticulture. Tasks are shared between the allotment 

holders which is working well. Feedback on the recent rent rise and hedge 

maintenance show valuable two-way communication. The Clerk was thanked for the 

prompt tap repair and it was reported the gate may also require attention. Clerk. The 

Parish Council’s firmer line on tenants keeping their plots in good order was 

welcomed. Tenants would appreciate more notice of future rent rises and input into 

the process. The Parish Council's undertaking to cut the front and side hedges was 

welcomes. It was agreed that the Parish Council will cut the front and top of the Forty 

Green Road hedge  and the Track if necessary.  Insurance for bonfires has been 

secured, although guidelines must be followed, including giving 14 days notice. The 

Clerk will circulate the insurers instructions. 

PCSO Ollie Hughes attended and PCSO VJ Desai reported on the recent traveller 

incursion onto Seeleys Road. Travellers were issued with a Code of Conduct by the 

Police. BCC, Gypsy and Travellers and Officers, Stuart Green then issued a s 61 

Notice, giving then a date by which they are required to move on. All the travellers 

vehicles are checked for insurance and MOT by the Police. The travellers were there 

for less than a week and were friendly and clean, but left the site before Sunday 

moving to the Hedgerley because it was dangerous for the children to be on the road.  

It was reported there were no complaints requiring Police action also that they must 

act within the law and treat them fairly. The Parish Council received a high number of 

calls and the Clerk was applauded for prompt liaison with BCC, CDC, TVP and 

Beaconsfield Town Council which was instrumental in ensuring a co-ordinated swift 

response.  

Cllr G.Westmacott queried if the travellers were likely to return and the Police said 

they were unable to say either way, although if the site was unsafe for children, this 
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made it less likely.  Mrs M.Seymour expressed concern at the waste, particularly 

human waste which is expensive to remove. Future incursions should be reported to 

the Police using phone number 101. At this stage the PCSOs left the meeting, to attend 

the Local Police Cadets training. 

Mrs J.Creasy offered a vote of thanks to retiring County Councillor D.Schofield and  

noted that a card signed by the whole Council  would be sent. Cllr I.Darby was 

welcomed and provided a report from the County Council. After 32 years as a parish 

Councillor and 10 years as a District Councillor she felt well equipped to take on the 

new role, including liaising between the different agencies. The Clerk has her mobile 

number, which was particularly helpful as CDC was the landowner of the Seeleys 

Road verge where the travellers camped, so the Council was alerted quickly.  Contact 

was welcome especially where liaison with CDC or BCC was required. She reported 

that Highways matters were a particular focus, although new roads could not be put 

forward for resurfacing until 2018-19.  Pot holes however were a different matter, 

these should be reported promptly online and locals residents were encouraged to be 

the eyes and ears of the Council and to do this.  Mrs J.Creasy noted the Forty Green 

Road was a particular concern and Mrs I.Darby agreed. Also Hutching Road, where a 

sewer repair has failed. Utilities are required to rectify repairs which fail within 2 

years. These should also be reported by residents. Gullies are a further issue which 

concern local residents, also the emptying of the bins at the Knotty Green Recreation 

Ground which seems to be frequently missed.  This has been reported to Sally 

Gordon, Waste Manager. It was agreed that weekly emptying of the 3 bins is 

sufficient. The Clerk was encouraged to report any further problems, copying emails 

to Cllr I.Darby's CDC's email. Clerk As regards the proposals for a Unitary Council 

for Bucks, this is in abeyance until the new Government is elected. There are a 

number of serious issues before the Secretary of State and  re-organisation maybe too 

much with the government's timetable for Brexit legislation.               

Committees & 

Appointments  

 

The list of Committees & Appointments was reviewed and amended as attached.  It 

was agreed that Cllr M.Newth-West would leave Highways and Mrs J.Creasy 

Recreation and Open Spaces. Cllr Mrs R.Pocock joined the Joint Penn/CWPC Liaison 

Committee. Councillors should be members of committees which they are able to 

attend to facilitate a quorum and it was noted that Cllr M.Raszpla was retiring from 

his job at the end of July, so anticipated attending Recreation and Open Spaces. Mrs 

J.Creasy reported she is stand down as Chair of Finance Committee and Cllr 

R.Bentham indicated he was willing to stand, so it was agreed that Finance Committee 

would appoint a new Chair at its next meeting. 

Minute No 335 

Minutes of 

Meeting held on 

16 Mar 17 and 

matters arising 

from those 

Minutes 

 

The Minutes were agreed and signed by the Chairman. 

Mrs J.Creasy queried whether Regius Court would be dealt with under the report from 

the Planning Committee and it Mr M.Newth-West reported it would.   

As regards the Knotty Green Cricket Club the Clerk gave a verbal report as the 

President has offered his apologies. The Electrical Safety check has been completed 

and a copy of the Certificate should be received shortly. However, an update on the 

Fire Safety Assessment is outstanding and Council will need to review this. The recent 

building surveyor's report is expected shortly and will be considered by the Recreation 

and Open Spaces Committee, following which a further meeting with the Club will be 

necessary. Clerk 

The Council's bid for LAF funds to repair Holtspur Lane was withdrawn because TfB 

agreed to repair the passing places. Mrs K.Dicker reported patching work had been 

done recently at 8am but without warning and this had caused chaos in the morning 

rush hour. Disappointingly, the passing places had not been touched. It was agreed 

that advance notice of TfB works would be welcome, so local residents can plan their 

journeys. Clerk 

Mrs R.Pocock noted she was present at the last Council meeting and it was agreed to 

issue a correction to the previous Minutes.            

  

A report of the Clerk's Liaison meeting of 27 March was provided: 

1. Littering - Registered keepers of a vehicle will become liable for littering under new 

proposals. 



 3 

2. Highways - Debris flying up from potholes is a safety issue and this should be 

reported to TfB. 

3. Local Area Forum - Research is to be conducted into the effectiveness of the 

schemes LAF is supporting. The annual budget for LAF projects is unchanged and the 

deadline for submitting bids is the end of August. Highways projects require 50 per 

cent match funding. TfB require Councils to purchase particular MVAS models. Signs 

which reinforce the speed limit are permitted but flashing speed signs are not. Units 

must comply with TfB's MVAS Policy which will be circulated. 

4. Planning, Conservation Area Update - G Winwright, Policy Planning Manager 

gave an update on the Conservation Area review. Progress depends on adequate 

funding, other priority work, such as the Local Plan is taking precedence. A second 

firm of consultants has been appointed to conduct the work, but they are not delivering 

to timetable and CDC are reviewing the use of Consultants.  Once the work is 

complete there will be a public consultation.  

Local Area Plan - Government wishes to speed up the process of producing Local 

Area Plans to boost housing numbers. A recent white paper, Fixing the Broken 

Housing Market reaffirms the importance of the GB. Councils will be required to 

explore whether houses can be delivered outside the district  without resorting to use 

of GB.   At present CDC's unmet housing need is 5,800 but this will increase under the 

new proposals - Aylesbury Vale will be approached to take the excess. A change to 

the draft methodology for calculating housing need is proposed in the White Paper, 

this will increase calculations by up to 15%. A lack of housing supply over 5 years is 

not sufficient reason to develop GB.  CDC are negotiating with Aylesbury Vale over 

their unmet housing need and have signed a MOU with them. CDC have received 

3,300 Local Plan responses and are meeting developers and landowners where 

necessary. 400 sites have been promoted and work is underway to understand the 

impact on infrastructure through transport modelling. Further GB policy changes will 

affect the timetable for the Local Plan which is now due in draft in 

October/November. 

Aylesbury Vale's local plan is due to go to cabinet in July and be published in draft in 

September. Wycombe District Council's Draft Local Plan is in advance of 

Aylesbury's.  Bucks CC has indicated it wants to replace its Minerals and Waste Local 

Plan 2017 which is being progressed with CDC. 

Brownfield Sites - New government regulations will grant planning permission in 

principle for any site listed on the Brownfield register. A list of Brownfield sites will 

be included on the register to be published later in the year. 

CIL - A new national tariff (NT) will replace Community Infrastructure Levy, so 

CDC's work on CIL will be put on hold, as the NT will be in the autumn budget.  A 

NT may affect the funding of local councils and there is unlikely to be the same 

requirement for Neighbourhood Plans if it goes ahead.  

5. PSPO - CDC will consult on the introduction of Public Space Protection Orders 

raising fines slightly to £100 from £80. Orders tackle anti-social behaviour eg alcohol 

use, dog fouling but behaviour must be persistent and unreasonable.. 

6. Modernising Local Government - CDC have written to DCLG but no decision is 

anticipated until after the election. 

7.  Shared Services - Bob Smith, CE, reported a business case to create a shared 

Planning Service with SBDC, run from Amersham will be ready by Autumn 2017.  

This will permit more efficient working, starting with building control. It was noted 

that Council Tax has increased by £5 to enable CDC to borrow money to invest in 

capital projects including a new car park at Amersham, the Chiltern pool and new 

crematorium at Burton near Aylesbury. 

8. Community Engagement Funds - HS2 have created a new fund for community 

projects, grants from which aren't limited to HS2 affected areas. There is also a Fund 

for  Road Safety, which may be accessed through the LAF and this will run all the 

way through the first year of the railways operation. 
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Minute No 336 

Reports From 

Committees 

It was agreed that all other matters would be covered in Committee reports. 

 1) Planning 

There have been three meetings, 23 applications were submitted. We made 14 No 

Comments, 2 cases were referred to the Tree Officer to decide, we expressed 3 

concerns  - at The Summit, there was concern about the size of the extension, 1 

Disraeli Park, where two houses are replacing a single unit, increasing the density and 

6 Knottocks End, where an extension was judged to be overbearing on its neighbours.  

We lodged 1 objections to 1 Drew Park  where retrospective permission was sought 

for a garage erected without planning consent. The Committee takes a dim view of 

failure to comply with due planning process, particularly where planning enforcement 

notices appear to have been ignored previously.  The Committee raised 3 strong 

objections - at 30 Sandleswood End to a major application raising the ridge height and 

putting a 3rd storey in, to create a house out of extension, street scene, 38 Eghams 

Wood Road another 2 for 1 application which was refused and at Shrimpton Close 

where the case officers refusal closely mirrored the Committee comments.  

 

Four properties were mentioned in the previous minutes - Woodchester - where 4 

apartments are planned. Although twenty comments have been lodged the case has yet 

to be determined.  At Wickets End, formerly Mayfield the application has been given 

conditional approval which is disappointing but perhaps not surprising give the 

scheme. Regius Court was considered by CDC's Planning Committee and deferred for 

a swept-path analysis. Mrs J.Creasy noted with concern CDC Planning Officers 

continue to use TR 16 instead of the Bucks County Wide Parking Standards 2015. The 

former sets a lower threshold for parking and garages which are too small for modern 

cars. A further concern is the conversion of parking spaces into gardens at the 

development.  Penn and Tylers Green Football Club  -  CDC used the wrong criteria 

to determine whether the container converted into a football stand required planning 

permission. In due course we can expect a planning application to come before the 

Planning Committee to be considered on planning grounds.  It was noted that 

M.Raszpla was well placed to notify local residents when the application is published.    

 

Mrs K.Dicker reported that 2 cases had been brought to her attention where 

professional financial advice is being used by developers seeking to avoid paying the 

charge for the 'affordable' element of new developments to their local council. This is 

a way of avoiding the contribution which can be as much as £200,000 by claiming 

financial unviability if the charge is levied.  M.Newth-West commented that CDC are 

not permitted to apply charges at a level which make development uneconomic.   Mrs 

M.Seymour noted that Mrs I.Darby should be alerted to any worrying cases and Mrs 

K.Dicker agreed to provide more details.  Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2) Finance and General Purposes 

 

Following receipt of a report from the District Valuer it was agreed to write the 

owners of Rossiter and Mansfield in Winchmore Hill to enquire if they wish to 

proceed with the purchase of the Common Land at the prescribed value, to enable 

them to widen their drives, as set out in their recent planning applications.  

Street light replacement - new lights will be ordered as soon as confirmation of LAF 

Funding of £4592 is received. This may not be until the end of June.  The new LED 

fuel efficient model is a 'swan neck' design and over time all the remaining 110 lights 

in the Parish will be replaced. In the short term, there may be a mis-match where 

lights fail and it is uneconomic to repair them. This will be particularly apparent where 

adhoc ''flower-pot' style lights are replaced. It was agreed to write to local residents to 

let them know when the works are taking place and to keep in touch with local 

residents in Knotty Green. 

Bank Mandates - it was agreed a new mandate is required removing A.Hardie and 

showing 5 signatories. Cllrs M.Seymour, Morley, Raszpla, Creasy and Bentham. 
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Audit 2016/17  - it was noted that the Internal Auditor had no criticisms of the 

accounts and has signed Section 4. He has also checked and agreed sections 1 and 2 

together with an explanation of the differences between 2015/16 and 2016/17 and so 

has the F&GP Committee.  Sections 1 and 2 were then agreed by the Council and 

signed by Chairman and Clerk. A note of the dates when the accounts are open for 

inspection by electors, together with a summary of the electors' rights will be 

displayed on local notice boards and online.  The Audit Return will now be sent to 

Mazars. 

Annual Report - last year's text will be circulated and Committee Chairs will be asked 

to consider what they wish to say to demonstrate the work of their Committee. It was 

agreed that attractive photographs give added appeal. 

Donation - of £500 to Penn Street Crick Club was agreed. 

 

3) Recreation & Open Spaces  -  There has been no Committee meeting. 

The following items were noted:-    

Path at Penn Street - the path which runs from the end of the vicarage to the cricket 

ground, the trees are overhanging and the grass is long. It was agreed to ask contractor 

T.Barron to strim it back. Clerk 

Memorial Bench - Mrs F.Knapton would like to erect bench and is meeting Cllr 

D.Lander. 

Pond Clearance - we await the appointment of a new Environmental Officer to enable 

us to plan next year's schedule. 

 

4) Highways 

As Cllr M.Morley was absent there was no report. There was some discussion about 

whether paths fell to Highways Committee or Recreation and Open Spaces Committee 

and it was agreed they were Highways. 

Permissive path, W/Hill - the permissive path at bottom of Whielden Lane may not be 

well used, local residents will be asked to comment. 

Gomms Wood Close - trees are overhanging the parking areas need cutting back, to 

increase the space available for parking. Clerk  

 

AOB 

Picket Fence at Forty Green Play Area -  It was agreed Recreation and Open Spaces 

Committee would consider Cllr Mrs R.Pocock's proposal.  

Comedy Festival, W/Hill - the landlord of the Potters' Arms expressed his thanks to the 

Council for the use of the Common. This popular local festival raised £5,000 for 

charitable causes which is a fantastic result. The Landlord was congratulated.   

 

Minute No 337 

Accounts for 

Payment 

 

The list of cheques was approved. 

Minute No 338 

Date of Next 

Meeting 

 

The next meeting will be held in Penn Church Hall at 8 pm on Thursday 20 July 2017.   

 


