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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  
AND OF THE PENN PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD ON 18 SEPTEMBER 2019 IN THE PENN CHURCH HALL 

 
Present Cllrs  Mr R.Bentham (Chair) 

         C.Hurst 

         D.Lander 

         Mrs K.Dicker 

          

 

 Clerk N.Webster 

Visitors J.Waters, Mrs I.Darby 

 

Apologies M.Morely, Mrs R.Pocock, M.Raszpla, Mrs J.Creasy, Mrs M.Seymour, 

G.Westmacott, M.West, Cllr Mrs J.Burton 

Minute No 362 

Minutes of the last 

meeting 

Mrs R.Bentham opened the meeting and noted that the meeting was not quorate, 

so any decisions taken would need to be ratified at the November Council 

meeting or by email and this was agreed.  

Minute No 363 

Democratic Quarter 

of an Hour 

As there were no visitors the Chair invited Mrs I.Darby to speak about the 

creation of the new Unitary Authority.  Creating the new Council is dominating 

all business. The Shadow Executive meets every week and the whole Council 

every 3 weeks. Every structure is new and this is taking more time. Portfolio 

Holders and Deputies have been appointed and a budget needs to be set by 

February 2020 for the combined 5 Councils, Localism and Community Boards. 

There is some voter apathy as there are so many work streams and so much 

information gathering. A key issue is the continuity between the current shadow 

executive and that which will be appointed following elections in May 2020, 

there is a risk corporate knowledge  and responsibility may not transfer. 

Precepts will need to be set as normal by January 2020 and notified to Chiltern 

District Council (CDC) and possibly Buckinghamshire Council (BC) too.  CDC  

has the capacity to print Community Charge Bills but the county council does 

not and the bills will need to go out as normal. It is not clear if residents direct 

debits set up to pay the Community Charge will need to be changed to the name 

of the new Council. There is considerable work to do to transfer council 

employees to the new BC, including negotiations over new employment 

contracts and asset transfers. This is an example of how complex the work is 

with 128 different work streams. 

Rachel Shimmin is the new Chief Executive and Tier 2 Directors are being 

appointed; terms and conditions will be harmonised over time. The Transition 

phase will be followed by a Transformation phase, for example combining the 4 

Licensing Services and 4 Planning Services who will need to re-apply for their 

jobs. Councillors will remain members of the Shadow Authority until 1 April 

2020 when 202 Councillors will be reduce to 147. The Conservative Candidates 

for the Penn & Old Amersham Ward in April 2020 are J.Waters, Mrs J.Burton 

and M.Flys but delegate councillors will need to be elected. The first term of 

office will be a 5 year term, as will Parish Councillors. Elections will be held on 

7 May 2020 and 8th of May is a Bank Holiday.  

J.Waters noted the key things is getting the proper structure between BC and 

Parishes. It is important Parishes input into consultations so the new authority 

creates the right structure with the backing of local communities.  Some of the 

Community Board Consultation objectives are an aspiration, for example 

involving busy emergency services and young people, without any clear plan 

how to achieve this.  Planning Groups will not come down to the Community 

Boards.  J.Waters said he was attending many new BC events to learn about the 

new County Services and that parishes will have an opportunity to influence 
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decisions when the new BC officers are appointed but it maybe sometime before 

services settle down. 

Mrs K Dicker queried whether investment in the Amersham Leisure Centre 

would mean the closure of the Beacon Centre at Holtspur. The new leisure 

centre will save on maintenance and be self-financing and will not affect other 

services said Mrs I.Darby. Other centres may need investment too, especially 

Chesham and Chalfont, to encourage customers to keep using older facilities. 

Keeping an older population active is a real challenge but has paybacks across 

Buckinghamshire, especially improving health of poorer areas, and will save BC 

money in the long term. Clinical Commissioning Groups are considering social 

prescribing to leisure services to improve health outcomes. 

Minute No 364 

Minutes of Meeting 

held on 18 Jul 19 

 

The Minutes of the last meeting were agreed and signed by the Chairman. It was 

agreed all other matters would be covered by Committee reports. 

  
Minute No 365 

Reports From 

Committees 

1) Planning  -  The Clerk reported there had been 3 meeting on 30 July, 13 

Aug and 5 Sep when the committee considered 18 applications, as follows:- 
10 No Comments 
1 Case was referred to the Tree Officer 
5 Concerns 
1 Objection to The Squirrel at Penn Street where we felt the proposal did not 

conserve the Conservation Area and will exacerbate parking problems along Penn 

Street, and  
1 Strong Objection to Freshfields which we felt required a Full Application to put a 

large mobile home to the rear of the house. This large structure maybe visible 

looking into and out of the AONB. 
A successful Safety Advisory Group meeting was held at CDC with Penn & Tylers 

Green Football Club on 27 September.  CDC Officers from Environmental Health 

and Licensing met with Club representatives and Local Parish Councils (PPC and 

CWPC) to improve planning for future Club events, particularly to tackle antisocial 

parking on the Common and Elm Road during the Festival of Football and 

additionally to reduce complaints about parking, noise and rowdy behaviour during 

the Beer Festival. This was a helpful constructive meeting and a number of actions 

will need to be pursued by P&TGFC including but not limited to investigating use 

of the Rayners Site for additional parking and better marshalling. A follow up 

meeting maybe required in January 2020 to assess progress.   

 

2) Highways 

In M.Morley's absence it was agreed to defer the Highways update to the 

November meeting 

 

3) Queensway Committee 

 

The Clerk noted for the Council's benefit the Minutes of a Queensway Committee 

meeting held with Wycombe District Council (WDC) on 24 July which Minutes 

had been circulated with the Agenda. An financial offer of up to £8,400 had been 

made by WDC for creating the new cemetery access and discussions are taking 

place on whether Penn Parish residents should be liable for out of area burial fees. 

Councillors view is the Penn residents should be offered lower in area burial rates 

as this used to be parish land. One solution is for the parish to offer a modest 

contribution towards burial fees, which it does to other more popular burial sites 

across the parish. 
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4) Re-organisation Committee 

 

R.Bentham reported on the recent Community Boards consultation by BC. The 

Minutes of the Re-organisation Committee held on 10 September were reviewed. 

Although there was some scepticism about the new Community Boards the 

Committee's recommendation is to approve the proposal for 19 Boards and this was 

agreed. This is the least worst option it was noted and was of offered in the Unitary 

business case. Penn Parish Council has elected legitimacy, is recognised by its 

residents and has one of the lowest precepts in the District. Its 5 settlements have 

close connections to Amersham and Beaconsfield both preferred centres for its 

parish residents day to day. 

Devolution Grass Cutting - the Parish has been offered a further 2 year devolution 

urban grass cutting contract at £4,478 pa starting in 1 April 2020 till 31 March 

2022. The Committee's recommendation is to agree a further 2 year contract, to 

protect services for local residents. This will enable the parish to perform up to 7 

grass cuts per annum, and one off cuts to support local events, versus the 3/4 

offered by BCC. This was agreed. The Clerk noted the new Devolution contract 

would need to be tendered and this was approved. 

 

5) Knotty Green Cricket Club Lease -  Mrs K.Dicker noted the Club had agreed the 

new lease but requested a 20 year term instead of a 10 year term and the parish 

Council pay the cost of insuring the pavilion and recover the cost from the Club. 

This is will ensure the Club benefits from lower overall insurance costs as part of 

the parish insurance and meets Council's standards and this was agreed.  

 

6) Letter from Mrs C.Gillan MP - there are few impacts on Penn Parish apart from 

additional construction traffic. 

 

AOB 

Holtspur Lane-  Mrs K.Dicker noted the passing places on Holtspur Lane were 

particularly bad and jet patching works had deteriorated quickly and would last 

only 12-18 months. Mrs I.Darby said it was better than cold filling potholes and 

contractors could be followed up if the work was inadequate. It was agreed to 

circulate the 2019 list of Priority Roads for Repair to Mrs I.Darby. Clerk 

 

Minute No 366 

Accounts for  

Payment 

 

 

The list of cheques was approved.  

Minute No 367 

Date of Next 

Meeting 

Change of date: The next meeting will be the held in Penn Street Village Hall at 8 

pm on Thursday 21 November 2019.  

 


