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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PENN PARISH COUNCIL  
HELD ON 19 MAY 2016 IN THE CRICKET PAVILION, KNOTTY GREEN 

 
Present Cllrs  Mrs M. Seymour (Chair)  

          Mrs J. Creasy  
          Mrs K.Dicker 
          D.Lander 
          M.A.Morley 
          M.Newth-West  
          M.J.Raszpla 
          G.Westmacott 
Clerk  N.F.Johnson 
 

 
Apologies 

 
A.S.Hardie, District Cllr Julie Burton, County Cllr David Schofield, Alex McLeish 
 

Election of 
Chairman 
 

Cllr Mrs Seymour was the only nomination and was unanimously re-elected as 
Chairman. She indicated that she was standing for a further year, so a new Chair 
would be needed from 2017. She then signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office 
and offered a warm welcome to the guests. Grateful thanks were offered for the Club’s 
hospitable hosting of the meeting. 
 

Election of Vice-
Chairman 
 

Cllr Morley was the only nomination and was duly elected.       
 

Democratic 
Quarter of an 
Hour 

Kevin Long, representing the allotment tenants, reported that the hedge had been 
topped-out, the lower height now enabled the tenants to cut back the insides and top. 
A recent leaking tap had been repaired on the same day and K. Long expressed thanks 
on behalf of the tenants.  Last year five new tenants joined the allotments. There is 
currently one plot free. The Parish Council’s firmer line on tenants keeping their plots 
in good order was welcomed. There is a notable sense of community spirit with 
widespread sharing of tasks including clearing litter, an annual tidy-up day. The 
allotments are also of educational value, recently High March School visited the 
allotments to learn about food production. Each girl planted a beetroot seed and 
regular progress reports will be sent to the school. 
 
Sally Gordon, Acting Waste Services Manager and Bethany Libby, Recycling 
Officer were warmly welcomed and thanked for their attendance. The team manages 
waste collection for the Chiltern and Wycombe districts and is amalgamating with the 
South Bucks team in October 2016, This will be the first three-way share. A 
department organisational chart was reviewed and a brief overview given of the split 
of responsibilities - the District Council collect waste and the County Council dispose 
of residual waste. Serco, the service provider, collects from 108,000 house and the 
number of failed collections has been reduced. Recycling, collections fail in 2.5 per 
cent of cases, commonly because the blue bin is contaminated with non-recyclable 
items. Plastic films and carrier bags are a particular issue. Paper and cardboard needs 
to go in the paper box not in the recycling bin. A new graphic bin tag, which illustrates 
what isn’t acceptable was welcomed, as it will help to reduce the failure rate. 
 
Cllr M.Seymour highlighted littering along New Road from refuse vehicles. Sally 
Gordon, undertook to investigate, as soon as there is a further report, using the team’s 
vehicle tracking system. Cllr K.Dicker queried whether the paper waste collection 
calendar would be retained. A majority of surveyed respondents prefer a paper 
version, but a decision has yet to be made. The team is considering alternative cost 
saving measures. A further issue is fly-tipping in the district. Waste on the road is the 
responsibility of the County Council, on the verge it is the District Council, on private 
land it is the landowner’s. The issue of fly-tipped waste at New Road, Coleshill was 
discussed at some length. Cllr M.Newth-West raised the matter of charging the 
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landowner for the disposal of illegally dumped waste, which is iniquitous, and urged 
the County  Council to change its policy. Sally Gordon explained the Council's 
position but undertook to raise the problems in the Parish with the Enforcement 
Officer, D. Ramsey. Both guests left the meeting at this point. 
 
Mr M.Bayley reported that Fagnall Lane had been swept, clearing the stones in the 
middle of the road, which was very welcome. However, the allotments at Winchmore 
Hill are flooding as a result of the ditch which Highways dug on the Common. 
Highways have indicate they plan to install a further ditch to alleviate the problem and 
a date will be sought for the work. A site meeting with Highways may be required. 
Clerk 
 

Committees & 
Appointments  
 

The list of Committees & Appointments was reviewed and amended as attached.  It 
was agreed that Cllr R.A. Bentham would join the Planning Committee. 
 

Minute No 295 
Minutes of 
Meeting held on 
18 Mar 16 
 

The Minutes were agreed and signed by the Chairman 

Minute No 296 
Matters Arising 
From Minutes 
 

It was agreed that all matters would be covered in Committee reports 

Minute No 297 
Reports From 
Committees 

1) Planning 
There have been three meetings with 24 applications.  We made 16 No Comments, 
expressed concerns about 2, had 2 objections and 2 strong objections.   We were 
concerned about the loss of privacy at 10 Howe Drive and extensive basement 
engineering works at Beechgrove, Witheridge Lane.  The Committee now comments 
regularly on the loss of off-street parking and resulting negative impact of vehicles 
parked on the roads – 5 Eastergate is one example. There were strong objections to 
the overdevelopment on a small site at Brindles Lane and 30 Sandleswood End. Hill 
Farm Riding Stables continues to cause concern as previous enforcement order have 
been ignored which should not go unnoticed when further applications are being 
considered. 
 
Local residents have objected to the 40ft storage container installed by Penn and 
Tylers Green Football Club which has been converted into a football stand. This 
replaces a smaller 20ft container on the same site located at the bottom of the garden 
of Snowdrop Cottage, Elm Road. An application for a stand and floodlighting in 2006 
was rejected owing to the clubs position in a conservation area and significant local 
opposition. In 2011, PPC received written representations that in return for local 
agreement to a new pitch, plans for a stand and floodlighting would not be pursued by 
the club. A letter from Chiltern District Council indicates that the structure needs 
planning permission. In due course, the matter will now come before the Planning 
Committee and be considered on planning grounds.   
 
2)  CWPC Joint Site meeting –  A short productive site meeting on 22 April 
agreed to make recommendations to both parish councils, as follows:- 
 
Repointing at Widmer Pond – this is required, the costs to be shared based on extent of 
the wall in each parish. A quote for £1,800 has been obtained and a further 2 quotes 
will be sourced. Clerk  
Steps down to the pond – the treads are insufficiently deep and handrails may be 
required. CWPC will attend. 
Grass on the bank adjacent to the step – has been damaged by ducks, CWPC will 
attend.  
Path along to top end of the pond -  there was general agreement that installation of a 
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path will improve the amenity and access. LAT agreement has been secured. The 
expected cost of £5,000 to be shared based on extent of the path in each parish. A 
dropped kerb maybe required at extra cost of £1,500. 
Litter bin – the bins will not be replaced but the problem of litter blowing out will be 
kept under review.      
 
3) Finance & General Purposes  -  held on 11 May 15.  The minutes were 
reviewed and recommendations agreed.  There was further discussion on the 
following items: 
 
Audit 2015/16  -  It was noted that the Internal Auditor had no criticisms of the 
accounts and has signed Section 4 of the Audit Annual Return.   He has also checked 
and agreed sections 1 (Annual Governance Statement) and 2 (Accounting Statement) 
together with an explanation of the differences between the totals for 2014/15 and 
2015/16, and so has the F&GP Committee.  Sections 1 & 2 were the recommended for 
signature by Cllr Creasy, then agreed by the Council and signed by the Chairman and 
Clerk.  No changes were recommended to procedures. A note of dates when the 
accounts are open for inspection by electors, together with a summary of electors’ 
rights will be circulated to be displayed on each notice board.  The Audit Return will 
now be sent to Mazars. 
Precept –  It was noted that the current precept is likely to rise next year, as the 
Council will need to fund the replacement of various assets such as street lights.  
Bank Mandates - It was agreed that Cllr Mr R.A Bentham should be added to the 
existing signatories for Metro Bank: Cllrs Mrs Seymour, Mrs Creasy, Morley, Raszpla 
and Hardie. Cllrs Bayley and Raszpla to be removed from the UTB Bank Mandate: 
Cllrs R.A Bentham and Mrs J.Creasy to be added: Cllrs Bentham, Mrs Seymour, Mrs 
Creasy and Morley. 
Donation – these were agreed as follows - £500 to Penn Street Cricket Club to be 
reviewed annually, £500 to the Big Village Weekend (an application for match 
funding has been made to the LAF), £750 towards the Information Board at Coppice 
Farm Road and Millar Wood. 
 
 
4) Recreation & Open Spaces  -  There has been no meeting.  The following 
points were discussed: 
 
Penn Street Church Field, Japanese Knotweed - An inspection visit is scheduled for 
end June/early July, when the new stems will be thick enough to treat. Clerk to request 
the company give 2 weeks notice. 
Penn Street Pond – experts from the Chiltern Society are guiding us on the strategy 
for managing the pond. Their recommendation is that 25 per cent of the pond be 
covered by a liner for 6-12 months, to exclude the light and kill the invasive New 
Zealand Pygmy weed. This can be combined with spot spraying if the pond dries out. 
The liner will then be moved to the next section.  The pond will require regular 
inspection and annual treatment over the next 4 years. This environmentally friendly 
approach was agreed. 
Penn Street QEII field – a further traveller incursion required the replacement of the 
lock and chain costing £92. It was agreed to install retractable bollards in-front of the 
gate. 
KG Allotments -  One plot is vacant. A new tenant is waiting to take it over as soon as 
it is cleared of weeds. The former tenant D.Dixon has agreed to pay £50 costs toward 
renovation, so it can be re-let. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Beacon Hill Garden plots -  are fully let. 
Hedges opposite 'Strings', on Elm Road - the hedges which were very overgrown have 
been cut back.  Cllr Mrs Creasy was commended for her tidy-up, leaving the hedges 
neat and road clear. 
Notice Boards – Cllrs were reminded that they had been asked to survey the use of 
their Notice Boards. The Winchmore Hill one is widely used, whereas the Forty Green 
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Minute No 298 
Parish Councillor 
vacancies 
 
 
Minute No 299 
Accounts for 
Payment 
 

one is not.  The remaining ones were popular and should be retained. A final decision 
will be taken at the July meeting, but generally the Notice Boards needed upgrading 
and any new ones should be waterproof. 
 
4) Highways 
 
Cllr Morley reported on the Transport for Bucks Spring Update Conference.  Many of 
the staff at TfB have only been in post a few months, so we cannot assume there is a 
corporate memory of the issues we have reported. An asset management approach is 
being taken to road maintenance, which means that the budget is being spent on busy 
roads in preference to rural roads. As a result, it might take up to 28 days to repair 
faults. Gullies which are prone to flooding are a priority and these should be reported 
as soon as flooding is obvious. The plane and patch programme, targeting pothole 
farms, has been reinstated. A schedule has been requested for this.  Support from the 
County Councillor is important in ensuring that our schemes are prioritised, for 
example the B474. New areas for devolution are being considered, as follows - 
gullies, potholes and street light maintenance.   
 
 
It was noted that there was one vacancy for co-option in Knotty Green. Mrs R.Pocock 
has expressed an interest in joining the Parish Council and will be invited to the next 
meeting. 
 
 
The list of cheques was approved. 

Minute No 300 
Date of Next 
Meeting 
 

The next meeting will be held in Penn Church Hall at 8 pm on Thursday 21 July 2016.   

 


