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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PENN PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD ON 20 SEPTEMBER 2012 IN THE WINCHMORE HILL MEMORIAL HALL 
 

Present Cllrs Mrs M.Seymour (Chairman) 
         D.J.Baker 
         M.J.Bayley 
         Mrs K.Dicker  
         B.Lock 
         M.A.Morley  
         M.Newth-West 
         C.Pointon-Taylor 
         M.J.Raszpla   

    
    Clerk M.S.Green 
    

Apologies     Cllrs   D.Dixon, A.S.Hardie, County Cllr D.Schofield  
 

 
Minute No 157 
Democratic 
Quarter Hour 

 
Some 10 members of the public were present to find out what stage the Forty 
Green Access project had reached.  It was explained that a letter will shortly be 
sent out that will set out the Council’s proposed actions as a result of a feasibility 
study and will ask for people’s views and for contributions towards costs.  
Nothing will go forward unless there is sufficient local support for it.  Several 
useful points were raised and discussed including traffic speed, throttling, a 
Vehicle Activated Sign, a camera, lighting, and appropriate road marking. 
 
Tom Barron and Gerry Tack were present and thanked for their good work on 
the hedges and commons.  An extra cut of Penn Street and Winchmore Hill 
commons was agreed for early October.   
 

 
Minute No 158 
Minutes of Meeting 
Held on 19 July12 
 

 
The Minutes were agreed and signed by the Chairman 

Minute No 159 
Matters Arising 
From Minutes 
 

It was agreed that all matters would be covered in Committee reports 

Minute No 160 
Reports From                      
Committees 

Highways  -  There had not been a committee meeting since 13 Jul 12.   The 
following matters were discussed: 
 
Forty Green Pedestrian Access – DfT has not agreed to using a white line with 
pedestrian symbols and so a buff coloured footway edge is proposed instead.   It 
was noted that there was to be a meeting of the FG Access committee the next day 
which would take account of this and of the earlier public discussion.  The first 
priority was to send out an explanatory letter to local residents. 
Highways Liaison meetings - were held with the LAT on 1 Aug and 5 Sep 12 and 
the Decision & Action Logs have been circulated, 
Vehicle Activated Signs (VAS) – There is to be a meeting with Si Khan and David 

    Schofield on 2 Oct 12 to discuss the ways in which we can use the equipment. 
Potters Cross signpost – We are in direct touch with the Highways section dealing  
with insurance claims. 
W/Hill wooden bus shelter – was damaged by a young girl.  It was agreed that,  
through her mother, she should be asked to keep the bus shelter clean and tidy for  
six months and if this was agreed then Parish Council would meet the £65 repair  
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bill. 
 
Holtspur Lane potholes – have all been nicely repaired except for the last 10%. 
 
Local Area Forum – A meeting was held on 19 Sep 12 and Cllr Baker 
reported that the transfer of the £5,000 funding from the Church Road footway to 
the Forty Green Access project had been noted.  Domestic fire alarm installation 
by the Fire Service was still available and we should repeat it on our website.  The 
next meeting will concentrate on agreeing local priorities. 
 
Planning  -  There have been three meetings with 25 applications of which we 
have objected to three and expressed concern on four of which a brief summary 
was given.  It was encouraging to note that on appeals, both our view and CDC’s 
were usually supported by the Inspector. 
 
Enforcement - 3 Penn Wood View and Hill Farm stables were discussed and may 
need further investigation and action.   The inappropriate signs at the entrance to 
the Crown car park have been removed. 
Listing signposts -  This is possible, but not unless the signs predate the County 
Council (1880s) and have a particular historic interest.   There are none in Penn 
Parish. 
 
Recreation & Open Spaces  -  There had been no meeting, but the 
following matters were discussed: 
W/Hill Football Club  - A complaint about swearing and lack of any action to 
prevent it has been received.  Mr Calder reported that one player was booked for 
swearing in the only game so far.   A letter to go to Mr Calder reporting the 
complaints and requiring action by any Club official who hears swearing.   
KG play area – Two site meetings have taken place with play equipment providers 
with a view to getting quotes for more interesting equipment for older children.  A 
third quote is required.   CWPC’s experience with a zipwire should be checked. 
Whielden Lane picnic area  -  A site meeting on 9 August with Colin Jenkins 
agreed thinning of part of the hedge and  the Community Gang will be tasked with 
it. 
KG allotment hedge  -  The usual tenants’ clean up and hedge-cutting day has been 
put off by the weather and a new date of 29 September has been agreed. 
Penn Common tree thinning  -  A planning application is to be submitted. 
Japanese Knotweed – This is a serious problem in the Penn Street Church field.  
One quote has been received from Manor Estates and another specialist firm is 
visiting next week.   
Penn Street School Field – The school path needs an extra summer cut or heavy 
roller, and an annual edge spray to keep grass and bracken clear for small children 
and buggies. 
New Zealand Pygmy Weed (Crassula) – needs to be cleared from both Pistles                                                                                   
and Penn Street ponds when they dry out sufficiently.  The visiting Japanese 
Knotweed expert may have some advice. 
Joint meeting with CWPC – The last meeting was in September 2011, and CWPC 
are looking at possible dates.   
 
 
Finance & General Purposes  -  There had been no meeting but the 
following matters were discussed: 
 
Metro Bank – A new bank account has been opened. 
External Audit  -  Mazars have sent a no comment on our Audit Return and the fee 
is to be reduced next year from £400 to £300. 
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Register of Interest forms – have all been completed. 
Open Spaces Society – A donation of £50 to their legal fund was agreed. 
Chairman’s meeting -  CDC have set up a regular meeting of parish and town 
Council Chairmen.   The first meeting covered such matters as joint working 
arrangements between the District Councils, waste disposal and reduction in 
Council tax benefit.  
Mapping service – Cllr lock is going to a seminar in Southampton. 
 

Minute No 161 
Accounts for 
Payment 
 

The list of cheques was approved. 

Minute No 162 
Date of Next 
Meeting 
 

The next meeting will be held at 8 pm on Thursday 22 November 2012, in the  
Penn Street Village Hall.  The Chairman pointed out that it was her birthday! 

 


