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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  
AND OF THE PENN PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD ON 20 SEPTEMBER 2018 IN THE WINCHMORE HILL MEMORIAL HALL 

 
Present Cllrs  Mrs J Creasy (Chairman) 

         Mrs K.Dicker 

         D.Lander 

         Mrs R.Pocock 

         M.Raszpla 

         R.Bentham 

         M.West 

         M.Morley 

         C.Hurst 

         Mrs M.Seymour               

 

 Clerk N.Webster 

 

Visitors: M.Bayley, Mrs J.Burton, Mrs I.Darby, J.Waters 

 

Apologies  Apologies: G.Westmacott 

 

             
Democratic 

Quarter of an Hour 

The Chair warmly welcomed the guests to the meeting and invited them to raise 

any issues. M.Bayley noted the decommissioned BT phone box in Winchmore Hill 

is in poor repair. It is due to be removed by BT Mrs M.Seymour reported. Also the 

gully at the junction of Fagnall Lane and Marrods Bottom is full causing the road 

to flood.  Mrs I.Darby reported she was meeting with the LATs, as this was the 

only way of progressing flooding matters. There is no clarity over whether gullies 

which are emptied on an ad-hoc basis are still included on TfB's annual cleaning 

schedule? The Clerk noted she was reporting gullies using www.fixmystreet.com 

but it would be useful to send a list of all the blocked gullies to Mrs I.Darby and 

LAT M.Raven. This was agreed. Clerk 
Mrs J.Burton reported there was no news from the DCLG on creation of a single 

unitary authority. The Clerk reported DCLG had received more than 3,000 

consultation responses so a swift decision was unlikely. A significant number of 

Council are struggling and under financial pressure reported Mrs I.Darby, including 

Cornwall, a large SUA. The increasing cost of providing front line services is a 

universal issue and lies at the root of the funding problem. CDC is continuing with 

its development plans for the Amersham Leisure Centre to make the centre fit for 

purpose and cost-efficient in future. The Amersham muti-storey car park is on track 

to be completed in November 2018, in time for the Christmas shopping period. 

J.Waters reported he was working with the Planning Enforcement Officer because 

the developer of Woodchester removed a number of mature trees screening Finch 

Lane without consultation. The trees should be replaced like for like. It was agreed 

this appeared to the residents a cynical act and the trees should be replaced with 

similar large specimens. J.Waters reported he was pressing for restoration of the 

Winchmore Hill bus service. Following a survey of residents there is support for 

improvements and dissatisfaction over the service to and from to High Wycombe 

because there is only a bus-stop on one side of the road A404. This is reducing the 

services attractiveness, as residents are forced to walk along the un-pavemented 

A404. Re-routing the existing services through the village is a good idea but this 

needs to be balanced with journey length noted Mrs I.Darby. There are currently 2 

buses per day and very few residents used the old service reported Mrs M.Seymour. 

Ride hailing may improve services in future but the technology needs developing. 

Car ownership is not universal added Mrs J.Creasy and this is a helpful initiative 
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until technology makes services flexible. It was agreed J.Waters would approach 

the bus company to restore the service. 
Minute No 372 

Minutes of Meeting 

held on 20 July 17 

 

The Minutes of the last meeting were agreed to be accurate and signed by the 

Chair. 

Matters arising: - 

The Clerk and Councillors are in touch with local residents regarding new play 

equipment and the KGCC to suggest they investigate use of Seeley House car park 

to alleviate parking pressure on the Forty Green Road.  

Woodbridge Alley - Clerk to contact environmental services. Clerk 

Seeley Road, Bund - CDC have confirmed it is the District Council's responsibility 

to mow and maintain. 

Old Cottage, Witheridge Lane - has been referred to BCC to investigate whether 

Highways verge has been fenced-in by developers.  

St Nicholas Cottage, Hazlemere Road - gullies along the road are full and causing 

damp. A complaint has been made to BCC, Cabinet member for Transport, Cllr 

M.Shaw. One gully on Hazlemere Road has been marked for clearance but the 

others two have not, so we have reported this again. Clerk 

Minute No 373 

Matters Arising 

From Minutes 

 

It was agreed that all matters would be covered in Committee reports. 

Minute No 374 

Reports From 

Committees 

 

1) Planning  -  There have been 2 meetings on 7August, 6 September with 12 

applications.  M.West reported the following comments: 6 No Comments, 2 were 

referred to the Tree Officer, 1 referred to the Historic Buildings officer, 1 Concern 

and 2 Strong Objection. Both Strong Objections are ongoing cases. The first was 

Newbury House, 2 Knottock Drive, Knotty Green. J.Waters then gave a short report 

on this case. The site notice was incorrectly posted and there was also doubt as 

whether it was posted at all, so the consultation process needed to be rectified. The 

issue was whether there has been adequate notification of the 21 day comment 

period. Reposting the notice was agreed to be the most sensible approach and the 

local resident who complained agreed. The second case is Royal Standard at Knotty 

Green where the applicant is seeking retrospective planning permission but 

submitted plans which bear no relation to what has been developed. A revised Full 

Application is expected which will include all works. At the moment all building 

work has ceased on site. Of particular concern is the wooden mezzanine used until 

late at night as a staff common room, to the detriment of neighbours. M.West 

remarked that until fines were introduced for  retrospective applications, which this 

Council supports, there would be less incentive to comply. Mrs I.Darby reported 

Enforcement can ask for buildings to be pulled down but the likelihood is that cases 

will go to appeal, so there is always pressure on CDC to settle cases.  

The P&TGFC Floodlight Appeal has gone to the National Planning Inspectorate for 

consideration noted and we await paperwork. 

 

National Park status for Chilterns - C.Gillan MP has written to the Council 

requesting support for the bid National Park (NP) status for the Chilterns AONB. It 

was agreed the Chilterns by virtue of its location face unique pressure. R.Bentham 

noted NP status would give the Council more planning teeth. Mrs J.Creasy agreed 

with summary of threats outline in G.Gillan's letter, particularly proximity to 

London and the tube network. Mrs K.Dicker said she welcomed the move, but Mrs 

I.Darby noted NP status would place additional pressure on the settlements around 

the AONB, though the process was longwinded and would take a longtime. 

M.West noted the detail of the boundaries would be important and this needs to be 

balanced against providing sufficient housing. It was agreed to write a letter of 

support in favour of the NP status for the Chilterns AONB area. Clerk  
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2) LAF 

 

The Clerk presented a short update on behalf of G.Westmacott. No LATs attended 

the Amersham LAF meeting but G.Westmacott took the opportunity to discuss a 

number of Highways concerns with Rosie Taylor, the LAT's Team Leader.  

Fly-tipping  - remains a problem across the County and should be reported. 

Traffic lights/street works - left in situ after work has ceased should be reported 

Pavement/footway repairs - Parishes can use their own contractors for repairs but 

they need to be approved by TfB, so in practice you end up using one off TfB's list. 

Amersham decides - a £4,000 was given to CAB, Amersham. 

www.fixmystreet.com - is TfB's preferred method for reporting road and highways 

defects. 

  

 

3) Highways 

 

Cllr Morley reviewed the Minutes of the 12 September meeting as follows:-. 

LED footway lights - 60 further LED lights have been installed as a result all the 

parish's footway lights are now fuel efficient LED units with a six year warranty. 

This completes a 3 year program. The Committee wished to formally thank Cllr 

M.Bayley for his assistance with the procurement process. 

Heritage Signposts - our contractor, Signpost Restoration, will start work by the 

end of October. 

MVAS  - the final specification needs to be confirmed MM  

LAF bids - both bids are unlikely to succeed and the Parking Scheme bid is 

preferred over the vehicle activated sign. The new MVAS may prove sufficient so 

Highways Committee recommended dropping the bid for the sign which was 

agreed.  

Potters Cross - several gullies outside No 12 Hazlemere Road, St Nicholas's 

Cottage and at Potters Cross at the bottom of the hill. The kerb weir is depressed 

and blocks easily. The silt traps at Potters Cross Pond which should  be emptied 

every year are full as this is causing environmental damage. Mrs M.Seymour 

suggested all the problems should be included on a single list for Mrs I.Darby and 

this was agreed. Clerk 

2018 road for repair - a list of the priority roads for repair was then reviewed and 

approved  - line 7 should be deleted. 

Horsemoor Lane - is regularly used by heavy vehicles which are damaging the 

hedges and road surface. M.West noted there is a large volume of taxis to and from 

Alfreston School which is one problem and use of mobile phone satnavs (phone 

apps) for navigation is another. There followed some discussion of the impact of sat 

navs on single track roads which was inconclusive.   

 

4) Queensway Committee 

Mrs M.Seymour briefly summarised the history of the site  and then reported on the  

recent Committee meeting. Access to the proposed cemetery will be off the B474 

which is a busy road. The Council has a number of concerns and has sent a list of 

questions to WDC and await a response.  

 

5) Finance 

Crown car park rent - R.Bentham noted rental payments were being delayed 

because of a dispute. There was a legal difference of opinion over the date for 

increasing the rent payable for the Crown car park by RPI. The lease is ambiguous 

it provides for RPI up-rating every 5 years but date to be used should technically be 
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the date of the leases's signature, although 1 May has become established for 

practical purposes, because the site was occupied from 1 May. Greeneking have 

suggested a compromise, which is to accept our position for the review in due in 

2017. ie from 1 May 2017, but to use the lease signature date from the date of the 

next review October 2023. R.Bentham recommended agreeing to the proposed 

compromise as arbitration was likely to be expensive and there ws no guaratee of 

success. This was agreed. 

War memorials - the memorials at Penn Street and Penn have been cleaned in 

advance of the centenary of WW1, but this revealed a number of problems. A slate 

plaque needs to be reattached at Penn Street and at Penn the stone cross on top of 

the memorial may require replacement.  Both jobs will require a qualified stone 

mason and grants maybe available from the War Memorials Trust. R.Bentham 

reported he had put the Clerk in touch with a number of qualified stone masons and 

quotes and advice will be brought back to Council for approval. M.West noted the 

WMT might have a list of recommended repairers which is a good idea. 

 

AOB 

Filming in Little Elm Road - Endeavour, the noted TV drama, will be filming for 3 

days (from 26-28th September) but arrangements for closing the road have not been 

adequately explained to residents in advance. Alternative arrangements for 

residents parking will be in Penn School and compensation has been offered for the 

inconvenience. Parking is also available at P&TGFC for any School parents. Other 

local businesses are also benefitting, as will the Parish Council. 

Penn Festival - D.Lander noted this was the best organised festival so far and the 

new traffic management company was an improvement. Mrs J.Creasy attended and 

said it was a very enjoyably event and M.West thanked the local Police for their 

increased police presence in on Friday and Saturday evening and which made a 

substantial difference.  

 

There followed a short to M.West in anticipation of his forthcoming wedding on 

Friday 28th September in Vilnius, Lithuania. Mrs J.Creasy wished the happy 

couple every good wish for the future on behalf of the whole Parish Council and 

there followed a round of applause. Guests and Councillors were then invited to 

join the Chair to celebrate at the Potters Arms.   

 

 

Minute No 375 

Accounts for  

Payment 

 

 

The list of cheques was approved.  

Minute No 376 

Date of Next 

Meeting 

The next meeting will be the held in the Penn Street Village Hill at 8 pm on 

Thursday 15 November 2018.   

 


