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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PENN PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD ON 20 NOVEMBER 2014 IN THE VILLAGE HALL, PENN STREET 

 
Present Cllrs  M.A.Morley (Chairman) 

         M.J.Bayley 

         Mrs K.Dicker          

         M.Newth-West 

         C.Pointon-Taylor 

         G.Westmacott 

Clerk M.S.Green 

 

Apologies Cllr A.S.Hardie, M.J.Raszpla, Mrs M.Seymour, S.Wapshare 

County Cllr David Schofield 

 

  

Minute No 238 

Democratic 

Quarter Hour 

 

Minute No 239 

Minutes of 

Meeting held on 

18 Sep 14 

Mr David Lander was present and was introduced as a prospective Member for 

Penn Street. 

 

 

 

The Minutes were agreed and signed by the Chairman 

 

Minute No 240 

Matters Arising 

From Minutes 

 

It was agreed that all other matters would be covered in Committee reports. 

 

 

 

 Minute No 241 

 Reports From     

Committees 

1) Planning 

There have been three meetings with 32 applications.  There were 22 no comments, 

6 concerns and 2 objections.  Particular concern had been expressed over another 

application from Hill Farm Riding Stables  before complying with the terms of an 

Enforcement Notice relating to an earlier application.  

 

There had been several significant recent planning decisions: 

a) Gleeson's butcher's shop, 34 Hazlemere Road - an unwelcome change of use was 

refused by CDC. 

b) Cotters Barn - an application for a new house behind the Red Lion, Penn was 

refused. 

c) Penn Meadow Farm - The retention of a mobile home for agricultural purposes 

was allowed on appeal.  CDC has decided to appeal to the High Court against the 

Inspector's decision. 

d) 2 Knottocks Drive - an application to replace one house with two was refused 

and has been appealed. 

e) The Old Post Office, Church Road - the applicant complained of bias in favour of 

his neighbour.  An explanatory letter was sent. 

f) Examination in Public of the Chiltern Delivery Development Plan Document - 

was postponed for 6 months, only the day before it was due to start, because the 

Inspector is not convinced that 17 smallish sites can provide the declared 256 

houses.  The Inspector will be considering our suggested amendments for W/Hill. 

g) Beacon Hill Cottage - An appeal inspector has allowed a new house in the 

garden. 

 

 

2) Highways 

The minutes of the meeting of 8 Oct 14 were reviewed. 

Elm Road/Church Road - The road has been resurfaced and white lines repainted, 
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but SLOW signs have yet to be replaced.   

Penn School flashing school sign - It has not worked since it was put in and a 

temporary alternative is promised.  There has been no response from Highways to 

our request for a site meeting to discuss further measures to slow/warn traffic.   

Liaison visits to Amersham depot - Another is due. 

Street lights - We have full quotes from SSE and CUPhosco but have been 

awaiting  installation costs for the Urbis Schreider quote which were promised two 

months ago.   Despite strenuous efforts they have not been sent and it was therefore 

agreed that we should go ahead with CUPhosco as the better of the two bids.  It will 

cover the 40 new LED lights and 150 new photocells.   It is hoped they can adapt 

the nine existing brackets in W/Hill.  The likely cost will be some £17,000 for 

which we will apply for a Salix interest-free loan.  Structural tests can be carried 

out as we progress. 

Cowley Cottages, Whielden Lane - the light will have to remain out until it is 

replaced by an LED. 

Devolution of Highway services -  There are considerable uncertainties about 

funding and practical outcomes, particularly over the scope and funding of the 

Rights of Way work.  After considerable discussion it was agreed that: 

a) Subject to an acceptable solution to the RoW issues we will accept the  

    devolution proposals.    

b) We will not cluster with Amersham, but work directly through CTR 

    Maintenance. 

c) We will ask for the budget to be paid directly to us. 

There is to be a devolution briefing meeting on 4 December at Aston Clinton. 
Local Area Forum - We now have three representatives, Cllrs Bayley, Westmacott 

and Wapshare. 

LAF bids - Application forms have been completed for all four bids and are being 

reviewed by Cllrs Bayley and Morley. 

MVAS - It was noted that Cllr Morley had taken over the control of the MVAS. 

Knotty Green sign - It was agreed that we should get a new sign the same shape as 

the existing Beaconsfield sign to put behind it on the same supports. 

 

3) Clerks/Officers Liaison Meeting 

The attached Notes on a meeting held on 13 Oct 14 had been circulated and were 

reviewed and discussed.    

 

4) Finance & General Purpose 

The minutes of the meeting held on 6 Nov 14 were reviewed and there was further 

discussion of the following: 

Available funds - It was noted that we had some £35,000 in cash together with 

capital of some £24,000. 

Burial grants were agreed. 

Donations - A request from Sue Ryder Hospice was considered but there was not 

thought to be a clear enough local connection. 

Street light costs - The likely £17,000 capital cost discussed above was approved as 

was an application to be made for a Salix loan.   

Financial Regulations – An increase from £100 to £200 as the amount which can 

be authorised by the Clerk alone was agreed as long as the total amount in that 

category is not over the annual budget.  Table 3.2 to be amended accordingly.  

Annual Risk Assessment – The recommended amendments were agreed.  

War Memorials - The Clerk reported frustration with the lengthy procedures. The 

total cost comes to over £7,000.   It was agreed that an application for just steam 

cleaning of both Penn and Penn Street memorials should be made.  This will cost 

£2,700  altogether, of which half should be covered by a grant from the War 

Memorial Trust. 

E-mails as public documents - BALC have been asked to advise whether ordinary 

e-mails received from members of the public, unmarked by any indication as being 

in confidence, should be regarded as being in the public domain 
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Bank mandates - Because of the departure of David Baker and Brian Lock we are 

required to renew the mandates to both our banks.  It was agreed that the 

signatories should be: 

Metro Bank - Cllrs Mrs M.Seymour, M.Bayley, M.Morley, A.Hardie, C.Pointon-

Taylor.   

United Trust Bank - Cllrs Mrs M.Seymour, M.Bayley, M.Morley, M.Raszpla. 

 

 

5) Recreation & Open Spaces 

No meeting had been held  and so the minutes of the 18 Sep 14 Council Meeting 

were reviewed and there was discussion of the following items: 

 

W/Hill track repair -  There is to be a site meeting to assess the scope of repair 

needed. 

Pistles Pond - much work has been or will be done on trees and reeds.  A new 

bench is to be installed in memory of Aubrey Lacey and an old one cleaned.  A slab 

perimeter path is to be removed as it is in a dangerous condition.  Considerable 

New Zealand Pygmy weed has been pulled out.  There will be five annual strims 

instead of three.   

Beacon Hill garden plots - The roadside hedge is to be drastically reduced in height 

and width. 

KG Litter bins -  We still await quotes for a closed litter bin to replace the existing 

open one at the Seeleys Road end. 

Joint meeting CWPC -  There is little demand for a meeting. 

Widmer Pond path - The new perimeter path has been successfully completed. 

Penn Street Church field,  Japanese knotweed - A final inspection of the treatment 

work took place on 12 Nov 14. It found that all previous sites had been successfully 

treated and no re-growth was found, but 'a few new stunted canes were identified 

near the playing pitches and treated'.  A meeting was recommended for early 

summer of 2015 to review and agree any future work.  We have asked if it is now 

safe to resume a yearly cut back of the undergrowth which is getting increasingly 

strong and so more difficult to manage.  Grazing cattle could be an alternative.  An 

electric fence would be needed. 
  Penn Street field QE II gate - needs painting and repair with self-closing hinges 

(£100).  John Clark has volunteered to do it.   

Penn Street common - The Squirrel has a No Parking sign taken out of the 

common near the pond - to be recovered. 

Parish grass-cutting - A further cut of W/Hill common and play area may be  

needed.  Local Members will confirm.  The 3-year contract has to go out to tender  

   before the January F&GP meeting.  Brian Lock has been asked for grass-cutting 

maps.  Quotes will be obtained from CTR Maintenance and Amersham Town 

council.  

KG allotments  -  Greg Hopkins no longer wishes to act as co-ordinator and his role  

has been divided among several volunteers.  A letter of thanks will be sent for his  

many valuable years of service. 

Whielden Lane picnic area - The County Council is looking into the possibility of  

selling the land, but before doing so, of establishing a definitive FP through it. 

Meanwhile they will see if there is funding to get the hedge cut low to reduce  

nefarious activities. 

Orienteering in Penn Wood  -  We have earlier agreed to a February meeting  

using Penn Street common for the start.   

Play area inspections - The most recent quarterly inspection has been delayed.  

Three Ways easement - An easement has been granted acknowledging their right of 

vehicular access across the common.  No payment is due as prescriptive right can  

be claimed after many years.  The Council resolved to require a £50 charge for the  

Clerk's time. 

Winchmore Hill Nov 5th bonfire -  The Parish Council's insurer (Aviva) has ruled  
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that any bonfire has to be at least 100m from any dwelling.  This is not possible 

anywhere on the common.  If residents can get another insurance company to cover 

a bonfire on the common and are willing to organise it, fully observing all the many  

obligations imposed by insurance, then the Parish  Council will allow it to take  

place on the common. 

 

 

Minute No 242 

Accounts for 

Payment 

 

Minute No 243 

 

The list of cheques was approved. 

 

 

 

Mr David Lander accepted an invitation to join the Parish Council representing 

Penn Street and was warmly welcomed. 

 

Minute No 244 

Date of Next 

Meeting 

 

The next meeting will be held in the Forty Green Community Hall at 8 pm on 

Thursday 15 January 2015.  Cllr Mrs Dicker will book the hall. 

 

 

 

 


