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MINUTES	OF	THE	MEETING	OF	PENN	PARISH	COUNCIL	
HELD	ON	21	JANUARY	2016	IN	THE		COMMUNITY	HALL,	FORTY	GREEN	

Present Cllrs Mrs M.Seymour (Chairman) 
     Mrs J.Creasy 

Mrs K.Dicker  
A.S.Hardie  
D.Lander 
M.A.Morley 
M.Newth-West 
G.Westmacott 
M.J.Raszpla 
R.Bentham 

     Clerk M.S.Green,N.F.Johnson 
 

Visitors 
 
Apologies 

C.White, M.J.Bayley, J.Tack, T.Barron, G.Hopkins, M.Williams, E.Morton 
 

There were no apologies. 
 

Minute No 283 
Co-option of Mr 
Roy Bentham 
 

Mr Roy Bentham was unanimously Co-opted onto the Council as member for 
Knotty Green and duly completed the Declaration of Interests Register and 
received a copy of the Council’s Code of Conduct.  
 
 

Minute No 284 
Democratic 
Quarter Hour 
 
 

The Chairman warmly welcomed the visitors. It was noted they included two 
former Chairman of the Council. All were thanked for their attendance on the 
occasion of the retirement of Parish Clerk M.S.Green after twenty eight years. Ex 
Cllr C.White was first to speak and wished all the Cllrs and the new Clerk good 
luck for the future. G.Hopkins confirmed he was attending particularly to mark the 
event and was praised for his stewardship of the Knotty Green Allotments. Mr 
Matthew Williams has expressed an interest in representing Winchmore Hill. 
 
Progress on letting the Affordable Housing in Winchmore Hill was raised by ex 
Cllr M.J.Bayley. It was reported that three letters have been sent by Chiltern 
District Council to try to resolve this logjam. So far they have received no reply 
from A2 Dominion. CDC are receptive to varying the legal agreement but pressure 
needs to be maintained to find a solution which facilitates the sale of the affordable 
houses. Cllr Seymour reported she had received an email from, Don Phillips, the 
Leader of CDC. 
 
Particular regard was expressed by M.S.Green for the work of contractors CTR 
Maintenance. Tom Barron reported that work under the Devolution programme 
will restart shortly following the acquisition of his new van. 
  
A number of photographs were then taken by E.Morton marking the occasion of the 
retirement of M.S.Green. At this time, T.Barron and J.Tack left the meeting.  
 
 
   

Minute No 285 
Matters Arising 
From Minutes 
 

The Minutes were agreed and signed by the Chairman. It was noted that Richard 
Williams, the Waste Service Delivery Manager, had still to be invited to discuss 
littering problems on New Road. It was agreed that we should arrange a meeting. 
 
It was agreed that all further matters would be covered in Committee reports. 
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Minute No 286 
Reports From 
Committees 

1) Planning 
There have been three committee meetings with 28 applications, 15 no comments 
and 2 qualified no comments.  We expressed concerns on 6 and lodged objections 
to 5 – of these, Joe Gleeson’s, a notable local butcher, who won his case in 
Committee, is to go to appeal. Cllrs have requested a Public Hearing before the 
Inspector in view of the strong local support for this Community Asset. Cllr 
M.Newth-West also reported that further objections have been lodged in respect of 
Regius Court where a lack of on-site and visitor parking gives cause for concern 
because of the proximity to the busy B474. 
 
Joint Local Development Plan – a combined Local Plan is being produced by 
Chiltern and South Bucks. The proposals are driven by the need for 13,000 new 
houses (15,000 required less 2,000 already in the pipeline). Chiltern’s position is 
that because of GB and AONB much of their land cannot be developed. Over the 2 
districts they expect to add 7,500 new homes. Aylesbury Vale have agreed to take 
the rest. Over the next 20 years Chiltern anticipate taking half (3,750 homes). Penn 
Parish is not affected by the potential sites earmarked, although any development in 
Beaconsfield and at Holmer Green may increase traffic flow. Our Planning 
Committee will review its earlier submissions to see if any small-scale sites for 
affordable housing can usefully be put forward. It was agreed to invite one of 
Chiltern’s Planning Officers to a meeting to provide insight into optimum level of 
detail, response format etc.  
 
Cllr Hardie suggested Cllrs take the opportunity to attend the Chiltern planning 
workshop on 3 February. 
 
2) Joint meeting with CWPC 
Cllr Creasy reported a very useful meeting was held with CWPC. A number of 
areas for co-operation were identifed. One example was the inscription of the 
boundary stone at Widmer Pond. Both parties agreed to work together to limit the 
damage caused on the Common by the Travelling Fair as it exits onto Elm Road. It 
was agreed to hold a follow up meeting in Spring. 
 
3) Clerk’s Liaison meeting 
The minutes of the Clerk’s Liaison Meeting held at CDC on 14 Dec were reviewed 
and progress noted.  The following points of interest were raised: 
a) Financial background -  CDC anticipates a considerable fall in its 2016/17 
Budget.   
b) LAF projects– a wide range of responsibilities are being considered for 
devolution: School crossing patrols are considered likely, potholes are being 
considered. Financial support will be provided for the new initiatives. Our 
suggestions that management of unrestricted roads be devolved, in the same way as 
those which carry a speed limit, will be considered.  
c) Joint services with South Bucks are continuing with Planning Development 
Policy  
d) Chiltern District Awards and Active Bucks Initiatives–Paul Nanji, a Liaison 
Officer, asked for help promoting these initiatives. An email has been circulated 
and suggestions would be welcome.  
 
4) Local Area Forum 
Cllr Westmacott reported on the most recent LAF Forum meeting on 13 Jan:   
Potholes -  there has been a large increase in the number reported this winter. 
LAF Funds – the amount available for new projects is £23,000 for 2016/17. Part of 
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this sum has already been allocated to highways. Details of the next funding round 
will be sent shortly. Our new LAF contact is Andrew Philips.   
Saucy Corner - We have been allotted £7,500 for 2015/16 and still await the 
feasibility study on Saucy Corner (£5,000?) which we have commissioned from 
Highways. We will suggest to the LAF that any excess allocated funds go towards 
the Church Road path, a mutually agreed priority yet to be actioned from 2013/14. 
LAF’s response to this constructive proposal is anticipated.   

 
5) Finance & General Purpose 
The minutes of the meeting held on 13 Jan 16 were discussed and its  
recomendations were agreed as follows: 
 
UTB Account –  50 day Capital account to be converted to a 100 days. 
Precept - of £53,000 for 2016/17.  This is the same as last year and allows us to 
save towards capital projects such as replacement street lighting.  
Transfers from current to capital - of £7,000 in 2015/16. 
Appointment of Internal Auditor - to be Mr Harold Porter 
Bank Mandates – Cllr R.Bentham was added to the list of signatories. 
Clerk’s Pension – the Local Government Pension Scheme offers attractive terms 
and membership was approved, provided the Council’s contribution remains within 
the previously agreed limits.   
Donation - to the Chilterns Conservation Board of £100. 
 
Royal Garden Party – by resolution it was suggested, and subsequently approved, 
that M.S.Green be recommended as the Council’s nominee to attend. 
 
The Programme of meetings for 2016/17 was circulated and agreed. 
 
 
7) Recreation & Open Spaces 
No meeting had been held and so the minutes of the 19 November 2015 Council 
meeting were reviewed and there was discussion of the following items: 
 
Meeting  - the Feb meeting is a priority. 
Knotty Green, Forty Green Road, roadside hedge opposite the Allotments -  there 
was a site meeting to assess the scope of work and two quotes obtained. ATC have 
radically cut back the hedge and cleared the footpath. 
Penn Street Field – has been flailed. A further inspection will be necessary in 
Apr/May 16 to ensure the treatment of the Japanese Knotweed has been successful 
and there are no new canes. 
Penn Street Pond – Chiltern Society Vounteers have agreed to assist local 
volunteers on 12 March to tackle the New Zealand Pygmy Weed. The need for local 
volunteers will be advertised. 
Whielden Lane picnic area – The County Council is looking into the possibility of  
selling the land. A definitive FP has now been established through it. If the County 
Council decide to sell this land, it is hoped that local landowners may consider its 
acquisition, to secure its future. 
Sandleswood End dog bin -  a site meeting has been agreed next week to confirm 
its precise placing. 
Widmer Pond – there is a site meeting next week to look at re-pointing works on 
the wall. 
Annual Tree Survey – has been completed. Further work is necessary on storm 
damaged elms on the Common verge on Elm Road. A comparative quote is 
required to decide on the correct course of treatment. Cllr M Newth-West offered to 
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remove any felled trees to save costs.  
Penn Common oak -  a small specimen pot grown oak tree has been planted to 
replace the one that failed at a cost of £55. It was agreed that this was good value. 
 
8) Highways 
The Highways minutes of the last Council Meeting of 19 November - were 
reviewed as there had been no meeting since the last Council meeting. 
MVAS - A survey of possible sites for Eghams Wood Road is needed. Cllr Morley 
reported that no additional sites had been notified other than Whielden Lane and 
the B474 between Alfriston and the Beaconsfield boundary. There may be 
additional costs if ground screws are necessary. 
Forty Green funnel –Cllr Westmacott reported that this had been swept but we need 
to find if the LAT’s inspected the paint after it had been swept. As the paint was 
only visible for two weeks, this may need sweeping again, if not. 
Gullies – John Lowe indicates an up-to-date Gully programme will be supplied.  It 
was confirmed that the B474 will be contracted out to a specialist firm because 
traffic management is needed. 
Overhanging hedge, Whielden Lane - between the allotments & bus shelter, needs a 
radical cut-back. Has this been done. 
Devolution of Highway services  
Devolution tasks  - a list of siding-out and spraying tasks have been identified 
across the Parish.  Site visits have since been made to all these places with CTR 
Maintenance and a list agreed. 
Spray training certificate - Vale Training Group are recommended and have been 
suggested to Tom Barron. 
 
Highways Liaison Meeting of 8 December 15 - The Notes were reviewed. 
Meeting with Cllr Mark Shaw, Cabinet Member for Highways - Cllr Hardie and  
Cllr Schofield raised a number of highway problems. B474 road surface is splitting 
and in urgent need of attention above the Red Lion. Woodlands Drive re-surfacing 
was also a priority and had been for more than 5 years.  Cllr Schofield promised to 
investigate and subsequently confirmed that both had been prioritised, although 
Mynchen End which was also mentioned has not. Concern was expressed that 
repairs need to be of good quality to ensure they last, as this offers value for money, 
not just a ‘quick fix’. 
 
Any Other Business 
 
Pond Close, Winchmore Hill - Cllr Seymour commented that a concerned resident 
had reported parking problems to the Resident’s Society. The houses have no 
garages, as a result cars are obstructing the pathway leading to Pond Close. A range 
of measure were suggested, including widening the drive to the Securon’s premises 
to provide extra parking. Cllr Seymour agreed to discuss potential solutions with 
the Resident’s Association. 
 
Noaks Lane, Penn - which was blocked by builder’s spoil has now been cleared. 
 
Retirement of Parish Clerk M.S Green – Cllr Seymour noted with warm 
appreciation that she had worked with the retiring Clerk for many years and that he 
had always been very patient. She particularly commended him for his work on 
Penn Wood and Common Wood for which he had secured recognition as Ancient 
Woodland. The former site had been at risk of development into a golf club. She 
added that she was enormously grateful for his many years of service and wished 
him a long and happy retirement. 
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     Minute No 287 
     Accounts for  
     Payment 

The list of cheques was approved. 
 
 

 
 
 

Minute No 288 
Clerk’s 
Handover 
 
 

Mrs Johnson’s appointment as Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer of the 
Council took effect at the conclusion of the meeting. Mr M.S.Green has agreed to 
stay on in an advisory capacity until the end of the month. 

 
 

Minute No 289 
Date of Next 
Meeting 
 

The next meeting will be held in the Penn Church Hall on Thursday 16 March 
2016.   It will be preceded by the Annual Parish Meeting starting at 8pm 

 
 


