
RECREATION AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE 

                         MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 2 July 2020 

 

Present:   Cllrs  Mrs K.Dicker - Chair  

   Mrs M.Seymour 

   M.Morley 

   D.Lander 

   Mrs R.Pocock 

   Mrs H.Sharman Welfare Officer, KGCC 

   

Clerk    Nicole Webster 

Apologies:         M.West  

 

1. Election of Chair - Mrs K.Dicker indicated she was willing to stand again and was re-elected. 

2. Minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed and approved. 

3. Knotty Green Cricket Club, traveler incursion 

Mrs K Dicker formally requested the Knotty Green Cricket Club to share half the costs of evicting the 

travelers from the site. Employing bailiffs cost the parish £3,248. A response is expected by 5th July. 

This request follows the successful just-giving fundraising exercise by the Club for the parish clean-

up and new security measures which raised more than £5,000. Clerk  

Steel gates at KGCC - these were commissioned on 3rd of July at a cost of £1,700 and should be read 

by the 3rd week of July. Once installed the skip, a security measure, will be removed. Various other 

security measures were then discussed including a height barrier at the entrance, a bund and boundary 

hedging. Mrs K.Dicker noted the parish was responsible for the gates and boundary fencing but the it 

did not have finances available for additional security measures because of loss of income during the 

COVID-19 pandemic. Mrs H.Sharman said she would discuss these measures with the Club to see if 

they were prepared to pay for them. It was agreed enhancing boundary security was desirable and the 

Clerk was able to assist with quotes. One attractive option is to add a substantial hedge, a local 

supplier Tendercare may be willing to sponsor planting it. Mrs H.Sharman agreed to enquire.  The 

Clerk added there must be access to the Village Green for residents and a native species would be 

preferable. 

4. Play Area re-opening following the COVID-19 

Recent government guidance was circulated to the Committee but this was impractical.  NALC 

guidance was useful and guidance from the Association of Playground Inspectors provided a good 

scheme for re-opening. Mrs M.Seymour noted users would need to be made aware of the risks and we 

should speak to our insurers. It was practically impossible to limit the number of users so any signage 

would be advisory. Hand sanitization stations, timed entry and other measures such as cleaning 

between users were impractical, so the site could be used but at users own risk. It was agreed to speak 

to the parish insurers, put up appropriate signs as advised by the API, do a deep clean of each play 

facility, plus a safety inspection check of the equipment before re-opening. Clerk  Mrs K.Dicker also 

suggested asking Bucks Council for financial support for the unbudgeted costs of signs and this was 

agreed. Clerk 

The Clerk noted there would be a 30 per cent increase in the cost of the parish's play area inspections 

from 2021/22, but she had negotiated no increase for this year.  Three quotes for nest swings had been 

obtained from Sovereign Play Ltd, Wicksteed and Eibe £3,978, £5,266 and £6,493. Two swings had 

been budgeted one for Chancellors and a second for KGRA but the parish's rental income is likely to 

be impacted by the pandemic, so it was determined to seek the best quote for two swings and to chase 

the non-payment of the Crown car-park rents, then to review the financial position in October. Clerk 



5. Use of Common Land by pubs 

Committee's view is the use of Common land cannot be restricted, for example for picnics, but that 

putting tables and other structures on the Common is unacceptable so a landlord's request for 4 picnic 

tables on the Common at W/Hill was declined.  It causes conflict over the use of the Common and the 

Council's policy needs to be consistent between businesses and Commons. There had been reports at 

W/Hill of unruly behaviour but Councillors hoped once users got used to the pubs being open again 

the peak in demand would sort itself out. It was noted the Potters Arms may need a different license to 

serve alcohol from its outside bar. Clerk There had also been complaints about builders parking on the 

Common at W/Hill but as the work was nearly finished it should stop in the near future. Some posts 

along the Common have been removed and it was agreed to re-instate missing ones. Clerk. D.Lander 

noted The Squirrel was advertising that people should overflow onto the Common if the beer garden 

is full but only for the duration of the lockdown and no request had been made for tables or chairs.  

He added three waste bins had been placed outside by the pub. M.Morley said pubs and customers 

could be a risk of disruption, and he was not in favour of tables and chairs, though people could bring 

and use their own equipment. Another issue was clearing up and it was agreed to raise this with the 

pubs.  Mrs K.Dicker summarised the views of the Committee - the current policy for use of Common 

land is adequate. Penn parish is in favour of people using its Common responsibly, including pub 

customers, but does not wish to see pubs put tables and chairs on the Common. Responsibility for 

clearing up rubbish left by pub customers who use the Common lies with the pub. 

6. KGRA litter bin emptying - the bins are filling up more quickly as there are more people at home. 

The Clerk reported she has requested BC to increase the frequency of bin emptying to twice a week. 

7. Tree survey - it was agreed to commission the annual tree survey in autumn at a cost of £100 Clerk  

8. Penn Street Field - it was agreed to continue treat any emerging Japanese Knotweed and to flail 

the field if no growth was found.  Clerk 

9. Knotty Green Allotments and Beacon Hill Garden plots - both sites are fully let and there are 

waiting lists for both sites allocating more land would be helpful. 

10. Notice Boards  - It was agreed to replace the Forty Green notice board next with an unglazed 

model and Greenbarnes offered the cheapest quote at £905 versus Noticeboards Online quote of 

£2,100. Elm Road, Eghams Wood Road and Sandleswood End Road to follow next. Clerk 

11. Litterpick - a parish litter pick will be organised for 27th September, litter pickers and other 

equipment can be borrowed from Carla Shepperd at BC noted M.Morley. 

12. Lease for QE II Field - the new agreement has been signed with the Oxford Diocese Trust, this 

follows the conversion of the school to and Academy on 1 June. Annual rent for the site has increased 

to £1,716 pa but BC have paid the old figure £1,319 for the whole year which needs to be resolved. 

Clerk 

13. Crown car-park rents - April's quarter rent is now 3 months overdue and it was agreed to write 

to the Greeneking to seek an explanation. Clerk 

The next meeting is on Thursday 8 October 2020 at 11.00am at the Parish Office, or via Zoom, if a 

face to face meeting is impossible.  


