
RECREATION AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE 

                         MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 5 July 2018 

 

Present:   Cllrs  Mrs K.Dicker - Chairman  

   Mrs M.Seymour 

   D.Lander 

   M.Morley 

   

Clerk    Nicole Webster 

Apologies:         Mrs R.Pocock, M.West 

Vistors:  Mrs W.Dunn 

 

1. Minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed and approved. 

2. Cllr Mrs K.Dicker was reappointed at Chair. 

3. Community Cafe at Knotty Green Recreation Ground 

Mrs W.Dunn reported on her the survey of local residents views into proposals to open a small 

Shop/Community Cafe, which would provide skills training for young adults with learning 

difficulties. There were 101 responses. The majority were in favour, although, 10 were opposed. Five 

days had been spent discussing the plans with residents. Results were collated and presented. The 

main issue raised was parking and this is a substantial concern for residents as the Forty Green Road 

is very busy. Older residents and younger mothers were particularly keen on the cafe. A number of 

residents noted the poor state of repair of the KGCC pavilion, which is let on a tenants repairing lease 

to the Cricket Club. The Community project would need to meet certain requirements, to make it 

viable and sustainable, so a dual facility is not being considered as this is unlikely to be sufficiently 

flexible for both parties.  There followed some discussion of how to achieve support from those 

closest to the cafe facility, for example by more considerate parking. KGCC members could 

investigate using the Seeley House site for parking at evenings and weekends. This is a good idea and 

the Club will be informed. Clerk. K.Dicker noted parking at Seeleys House should be encouraged 

although there are no parking restriction on Forty Green Road. An alternative maybe to locate the 

cafe on the Seeleys House site which might support this facility. It was agreed that the cafe should sell 

soft drinks not alcohol as this could cause problems. The Red Lion's landlord will also be consulted 

about the proposals. WD The next step is to feedback the result of the survey to the Local Community 

via a letter. A visual plan or model would be a valuable. A public meeting is another option being 

considered by the team, so residents can see the proposal.  The next Recreation and Open Spaces 

Committee's meeting is on 11 October 2018 and it would be useful to feedback local response. It was 

agreed more clarity will be needed if the Council is to be asked to approve the plan - for example is it 

a Cafe with a small shop, or just a Cafe? What hours will it operate? If there are resident concerns, 

how will these be addressed? Mrs W.Dunn will circulate the date of the proposed meeting. The Red 

Lion would be an attractive venue for the meeting which would benefit its trade.  Mrs K.Dicker 

remarked on the high quality of the information provided so far and congratulated Mrs W.Dunn. The 

Council wished to be supportive but would need more information before agreeing to the proposals. 

Additionally the facility could also provide volunteering opportunities for local youngsters 

undertaking D of E volunteer work. There then followed some discussion of the work undertaken by 

Lindengate (www.lindengate.org.uk) which is complementary.  

4.  Play area repairs and equipment 

Knotty Green Play Area - two new cradle seat swing seats have been fitted as one unit failed (£250). 

The wooden edging round the gym bars is a visual separator but doesn't not need to be replaced, so 

can be removed. This has been confirmed with our playground inspection company Wicksteed. The 

zip-wire, button seat and traveler have been replaced (£1,172). We received a grant from Cllr 

I.Darby's Leaders' Fun of £732 towards this. We have received a request from a local resident for 

installation of equipment suitable for disabled children, a nest swing is preferred.  It was agreed to 

look at providing inclusive equipment as items needs replacement. Local residents are willing to assist 

us with fund raising and it was agreed to explore local grants with their help. Clerk 



Chancellors - CDC's 2018 survey of local play areas suggests re-investment is required in this play 

facility. Again, local residents are willing to assist us with fund raising and it was agreed to explore 

available grants to enhance the offering. Clerk Younger residents are moving into Chancellors and 

there is a need for a better facility. A fund raising group is worth considering.  An alternative is to 

move the play area, or to establish an additional/alternative play area on the Common. It was agreed 

Councilors will visit the site. Councilors 

Grant from UK Live - junior goal posts from Stadia Sports cost (£866) have been ordered but local 

residents at W/Hill feel 21'x7' posts will be too large and the existing portable post are preferred. It 

was agreed to return the set for W/Hill and to divert the funds to other play equipment. Mrs K.Dicker 

will look again at the set for KGRA - a range of sizes are available 12'x6' or 16'x16' or freestanding 

units.  The defibrillator for Penn Street (£600) plus training, signage and housing have all been 

installed -  all items using the grant generously offered to Penn Parish Council by UK Live, who host 

Penn Festival. Sign posts indicating the name of the donor will be added when the equipment is 

installed. Clerk.  

Grass-cutting - Installation of the new goal posts may impact on the annual grass-cutting schedule at 

W/Hill and KGRA. An extra cut every 2/3 weeks maybe required and this was agreed. Clerk 

5. Trees  - the annual Parish tree survey was carried out in the spring this year, to check for diseased 

and damaged trees. It was noted there was a wide variation in the quality of tree surgery, contractors 

must be suitably qualified and multiple quotes for the tree works advised are required. Additionally 

the works listed on the agenda were discussed -  6 oaks on Penn Common need dead branches 

removing and it was agreed to use Penn Tree Services £350, as regards the branch at KGCC providing 

access to the pavilion roof and Gomms Wood Close, Ridgeway Woodlands are more competitive, £50 

and £300 respectively.  Clerk 

6. Bollards, Penn Street - it was agreed to install two second hand security bollards (owned by 

Curzon School) in front of the 5 bar gate on Penn Street to deter traveler ingress onto the QEII Field, 

at a cost of £150 installation. The Committee agreed it to make a small donation to compensate the 

school, were a bollard to be needed in future. 

7. Japanese Knotweed - Penn Street Field.  JKC, our previous contractor, has been advised that we 

are not liable for the extra charges as these had not been agreed beforehand. An alternative contractor 

A.Bickley, AB Forestry has been contracted to do 2/3 treatments at a cost of £45 per visit - he can 

combine treatment with spraying at other local sites which means his fee is competitive.  

8. Pond Clearance  - R.D'Ayala, the Chiltern Society's environmental specialist, who prepared a 

report recommending mechanical removal and spot spraying of New Zealand Pygmy expects to start 

work in July. There is no evidence of growth at Wash Pond, so we have just 2 sites to treat Pistles 

Pond and Penn Street Pond which will cost less.  

9. Phonebox Paul's Hill - a meeting will be organised with P&TGRS to discuss the text of historical 

information boards. Clerk  

10. Wildflowers, Lower common, W/Hill - the residents wish to encourage wildflowers and wish to 

plant wildflowers seeds and this was agreed. It was suggested the long grass be stripped back to 

encourage growth. The Clerk noted many Councils were using the Plantlife Guidelines which would 

be beneficial, grass clippings need to be removed and a different management regime is required, 

depending on the type of land.  

http://www.plantlife.org.uk/application/files/4614/8232/2916/Road_verge_guide_17_6.pdf. 



11. PennFest -  the defibrillator has been installed and the play equipment is on order. The Committee 

considered that the company should be approached again to make a donation in 2018 towards play 

equipment at Penn Street and this was agreed. There followed some discussion of Penn Meadow 

Festival, a smaller event which has been licensed by CDC. It was agreed this was a more low key 

event and there was little the Parish Council could do, although the noise is a concern to residents and 

it goes over late. Licensing should monitor the event.  

12. Knotty Green Allotments and Beacon Hill Garden plots - both sites are fully let. It has been 

agreed to replace the pedestrian gate at the east of the site at a cost of £250 and the rear hedge needs 

staking. Clerk Contractors have been approached to quote to cut the top and front  of hedges, agreed 

with allotment holders.Clerk 

13. Policy for use of Common land - the Committee considered again the issue of a license for use 

of Common land, notably an approach by Mrs Martin to use the KGRA for an exercise class. It was 

agreed to install signs advising that a license is required for use of parish land on Local Notice 

Boards. There followed a general discussion of licensing arrangements and it was noted a draft Policy 

will be taken to Full Council for approval and the Clerk should follow up with Mrs Martin once this 

has been agreed, a charge of £10/week was suggested. Clerk. 

14. Knotty Green Cricket Club -  the Council has written to the Club again regarding the sub-letting 

of the building to all the clubs officers, the pavilion is leased for the benefit of the Club's members 

and guests and should not be sub-let to local schools. The fire exit was obscured by vegetation and 

this is not a publically let facility, but leased on a tenants repairing lease to the Club. It was noted 

however the Club can hold a very small number of social 'fundraiser' events, up to 6 per annum. Clerk   

It was agreed to would be a good idea to meet the Clubs Committee once a new draft lease for the site 

has been considered. Clerk  

The next meeting is on Thursday, 11 October 2018 at 11.00am at the Parish Office.  


