
RECREATION AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE 

                         MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 8 JUNE 2017 

 

Present:   Cllrs  Mrs K.Dicker - Chairman  

   Mrs M.Seymour  

   M.Newth-West   

    

Clerk    Nicole Johnson 

Apologies:  D.Lander, Mrs R.Pocock, M.Morley 

 

 

1. Minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed and approved. 

2.  Knotty Green Play Area - a recent safety inspection shows all the sections of the Supernova need 

replacing at a cost of £1,010 plus labour costs of £670. The costs may increase as the pound has fallen 

in value. Councillors discussed options including replacing the item but decided it was popular. The 

unit installed when the park was created had reached the end of its useful life, so its repair was 

reasonable. Rubber matting under the double cradle swings requires replacement, 20sq metres will be 

required. A quote for £3,350 has been received from Wicksteed and it was agreed to seek more 

competitive quotes. Clerk.  

3 Penn Street Field - invasive Japanese Knotweed which has been treated by Japanese Knotweed 

Control Ltd for the last 3 years has reappeared. Our reliable local contractor T.Barron recently gained 

a spraying certification, he will be asked to quote. Regular treatment every 5-6 weeks will be required 

to exhaust re-growth noted Cllr M.Newth-West. Clerk 

4. Pond Clearance - The Chiltern Society is yet to appoint an officer to replace Chrstine Breden, 

Environment Officer, with responsibility for local ponds, whom we have relied on to organise and 

supervise local volunteers. Mrs K.Dicker agreed to speak to the Chiltern Society, Finance Director, 

D.Harris to discuss the importance of this appointment. At Wash Pond, Knotty Green - a repair to the 

rail is required to enable local Brownies and Rainbows to go pond-dipping. This was agreed.  

5. At Penn Street Pond - the in-situ liner has suppressed the New Zealand Pygmy Weed under the 

liner but elsewhere in the pond it is flourishing. It was agreed to contact the Environment Agency for 

specialist advice on safe biodegradable treatment of this invasive weeds. Clerk. 

6. Oak Trees, Penn Street Common - two significant trees on the boundary of the Common contain 

dead wood and Cllr D.Lander is concerned branches may fall. Lower branches are hampering the 

mowing of the Common. Both trees are situated in the Conservation Area, so we will need approval 

from CDC's Tree Officer, K.Musgrove. Ridgeway Woodlands, our contractor has quoted £230 to 

carry out the work which was agreed once permission is received. Clerk  

7. Knotty Green Allotments - a rent rises of £10 pa, the first for many years, has been led to feedback 

from a number of tenants. Allotment holders would welcome advance notice and discussion of future 

rises. Hedge cutting is another issue. about which tenants have expressed concern. As a result PPC has 

agreed to cut the top and front hedges on the Track and Forty Green Road.  Cllr M Newth-West 

offered the estate tractor to cut the hedge along the Forty Green Road and this was agreed. Clerk. It 

was agreed the allotments were a real asset to the community and very well maintained. Certain 

tenants may require assistance with more physical tasks such as hedge cutting and this is something 

the Committee should be mindful of.  The Committee discussed water costs which have risen sharply 

to nearly £400pa from £150pa and it was agreed to keep these under review. Mrs I.Sashar who 

organises the clear up days so ably, has seized the initiative and applied to Affinity's Community 

Fund for £280 to purchase of water buts, mulch and similar items to encourage sustainable water use 

which is a good idea.  Mr D.Martin, Plot 6, has not paid his rent despite numerous reminders. It was 



agreed reluctantly to terminate his tenancy for non-payment of rent, also to seek recovery of costs if 

he fails to clear the plot so it can be re-let. Clerk 

8. Beacon Hill Garden plots - the plots are fully let with two new tenants joining in the least week. 

Mrs B.Bilao has requested to put a small green house on Plot 1 and this has been agreed as there have 

been two greenhouses on their previously. Tenants are responsible for removing any structures. Clerk 

9. Notice boards - the board in Knotty Green near the recreation ground is in poor repair. Mr D.Hoare 

has generously offered to repair it for the cost of materials. Cllrs discussed the various designs and it 

was agreed the open style boards are to be preferred as they can be used widely. It was agreed to 

replace the board at Penn Street and if possible the one at Knotty Green depending upon the cost. 

Clerk to get quotes.     

10. Knotty Green Cricket Club - a substantial amount of work has taken place at the Club to bring the 

facility up to standard including substantial repairs to the veranda but more remains to be done.  

Copies of the Club's Insurance certificates have been received but not the Terms and Conditions. The 

Electrical Safety Certificate has been received, one item is marked as advisory. Cllr K.Dicker reported 

she conducted a Fire Safety Assessment in April with Julian Coppock, President of KGCC. This is a 

requirement of the Parish Council's Insurance. A large number of items were marked for the urgent 

attention of the Club's officers. The Club's response to the fire safety assessment has been 

disappointing, which is preventing the Council from complying with its legal duty as the Club's 

Landlord. Our request for a key to building and the Club accounts are also outstanding which is 

concerning.  It was agreed there was a substantial risk that without an up to dated fire assessment the 

Council's insurance policy would be invalid. It was agreed to require the Club to respond before the 

13th July. Cllr K.Dicker reported she was happy to meet on site to verify action has been taken on the 

first safety assessment but this needed to be a priority for the Club. Failure to respond to requests for 

from the Council was a serious matter and if this continues we may be left with no option but to 

determine the lease under clause 5a), giving the Club six months notice of termination.  The Council 

could take on responsibility for the repairs and maintenance but charge a market rent for use of the 

building. Cllrs then reviewed the Building Surveyors Report by Aston Building Surveyors, Mr 

C.Mallard. It was agreed to write to the Club listing the repairs for rectification. Clerk. The survey 

notes the Council's duty to comply with various regulations for let premises. New EPC Regulations 

come into effect for let buildings from 1 April 2018 and may affect whether the building can be let 

beyond this date. More information about the 'rateable' status of the building will be needed to make a 

judgment whether this applies. Clerk. The Club has been notified that its current lease does not allow 

the premises to be sub-let, this is the Council's role as landlord and insurer. Cllr M.Newth-West 

commented a new lease may need to be replaced the current one in order to clarify its terms and it was 

agreed to review this at the July meeting.  Cllr M.Seymour added she wanted to support the Club, 

which is a valuable asset to the local community but in the present situation cannot continue. Other 

regulations which Council need to consider include provision of a disabled toilet facilities and the lack 

of an asbestos survey. Cllr M.Newth-West noted asbestos surveys are non-intrusive and of little value, 

it is the treatment of affected surfaces which carries risk which the club should be made aware of.  As 

regards refurbishment of the building, our request for funds from the Sports England Community 

Asset Fund has been rejected. Cllr K.Dicker agreed to approach a contact who is involved in 

sponsoring English Cricket for help and advice on fund raising. Mrs K.Dicker. 

11. Fencing at Forty Green Play Area - the current fence is wire joined to concrete posts. It is 

serviceable and meets necessary safety standards but is not aesthetically attractive. Mrs R.Pocock, 

whose nursery, Little Oaks, will use the Forty Green Hall as its premises from September 2017 would 

like to erect a new more attractive wooden picket style fence. Mrs K.Dicker said she felt the current 

one was utilitarian but robust. A new fence could make it appear as if the play area was reserved for 

the nursery's use rather than a public play park. A further concern is whether liability for maintenance 



of the new wooden fence will rest with the Council, for example if the nursery found alternative 

premises. Any new fence would need to meet current safety inspection standards and be vandal proof 

and some doubts were expressed on both points. Mrs R.Pocock's offer is generous one but the Council 

would be unlikely to agree to such a proposal, instead preferring to seek commercial sponsors for its 

playground improvements.  

12 Memorial Bench, Penn Street - Mrs F.Knapton would like to erect a memorial bench in memory of 

her husband, a former landlord of The Squirrel Public House which was agreed. The new bench will 

replace the Queen's Jubilee bench, the plaque from which will be saved and donated to the village. 

Clerk to ask to request the design of the bench for the Committee's approval. 

13. Phone Box, Paul's Hill - Penn & Tylers Green Residents' Society have offered to repaint this 

historic village landmark. Clerk to obtain a quotes. Other villages have found community uses for old 

phone boxes such a pop-up shops, libraries, galleries etc. It was agreed that once re-furbished the box 

will be advertised in Village Voice for locals to use. Clerk.  

14. Queensway, proposals for a Cemetery - the Project Executive at Wycombe District Council, is 

Elaine Jewell. We await WDC's formal request to relinquish our right in the ransom strip, so the 

scheme put forward in the WDC Local Plan can be discussed by the Parish Council. 

  The next meeting is on Thursday, 20 July 2017 at 11.00am at the Parish Office.  


