
RECREATION AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE 

                         MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 11 October 2018 

 

Present:   Cllrs  Mrs K.Dicker - Chairman  

   Mrs M.Seymour 

   D.Lander 

   M.Razspla 

   

Clerk    Nicole Webster 

Apologies:         Mrs R.Pocock, M.West, M.Morley 

 

1. Minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed and approved. 

2.  Play area repairs and equipment 

Knotty Green Play Area - Mrs K.Dicker and D.Lander have conducted a site inspection at 

Chancellors where the swing unit has been repainted and looks as good as new. There followed some 

discussion of the merits of the site versus play equipment on the Common. If the site was divested 

then we would need to replace it with equivalent land, or the value of the land would need to be 

transferred to the Charity Account noted Mrs M.Seymour. She added a disadvantage is the site is 

tucked away and not easily visible. D.Lander added this meant the site was protected and therefore 

equipment is less likely to be stolen, also that young families have moved into Chancellors and are 

requesting improvements.  A further plus for improving this site is its location very close to Curzon C 

of E School. It was agreed to proceed with a bid for funds from CEF2 and to consult with local 

residents about the type of equipment to be added. The Clerk noted the Committee needed to make 

two decisions; how much to bid for from the HS2 CEF Fund and the companies who should be 

invited to tender. Metal units last longer and are more expensive, as compared with pressure treated 

wooden play equipment noted Mrs K.Dicker but she preferred metal because of its longevity and 

because it matched the existing swing unit. A sample design from Eibe was then reviewed including 

six new pieces of equipment a climbing frame, multi use see-saw, roundabout, witches hat, slide and 

nest swing. We may need to reduce the amount of equipment depending on the grant we receive. At 

this stage it was recommended to apply for the a grant of £48,000. It was further agreed to invite 

Wicksteed, Eibe, Kompan and one other company to tender. Clerk  The tender will also need to be 

advertised on local notice boards and online. Clerk. 

Knotty Green Recreation Area -  a local resident Mrs Thompson kindly offered to fund raise to add a 

nest swing at the park and this has been agreed. She has had a quote for the nest swing and added a 

ground level trampoline as the bid amounts needs to be of a minimum amount. Mrs K.Dicker noted 

combined the two pieces of equipment cost £18,200. Committee's support is requested for Mrs 

Thompson's bid for a grant from Biffa and another charity, Wooden Spoon and both were agreed.  

3. Trees  - all the works discussed at the last meeting have been carried out. 6 oaks on Penn Common 

needed dead branches removing (£350), the branch at KGCC providing access to the pavilion roof 

and Gomms Wood Close laurels have been cut back at £50 and £300 respectively. Further works, a 

Wych Elm on Elm Road has been reported by I.Petrie as the branches are touching the telephone line. 

P.Whipp conducted a site visit and recommends removing the problem branches rather than crown 

reducing the Elm, as this will make it bush out more. It was agreed to carry out the work but to get a 

second comparative quote. Clerk  M.Raszpla noted his concerns about the safety of the Wych Elms 

and it was agreed to keep them review them as part of the annual tree survey. Rod D'yala, our ponds 

expert, has recommended coppicing the goad willows to the rear of Pistles Ponds to improve light to 

the pond. Ridgeway Woodlands has quoted £740 and Penn Tree Services £485 and it was agreed to 

go with the lower quote on this occasion. Clerk  



4. Bollards, Penn Street - two second hand security bollards have been installed in front of the 5 bar 

gate on Penn Street to deter traveler ingress onto the QEII Field, at a cost of £150 for installation 

5. Japanese Knotweed - Penn Street Field.  JKC. Our new contractor A.Bickley, AB Forestry has 

carried out a second treatment at a cost of £45 per visit - he can combine treatment with spraying at 

other local sites which means his fee is competitive. D.Lander requested he be notified of the next site 

visit, so he can assess whether the treatment is working. Clerk  

6. Pond Clearance  - we have agreed with the Chiltern Society which ponds will receive attention 

from volunteers this winter; Potter Cross, Gawdewater, a little bit of work on Widmer Pond and Wash 

Pond. R.D'Ayala, the Chiltern Society's environmental specialist has mechanically removed as much 

of the NZ Pygmy Weed at Pistles Pond as possible and expects to move onto Penn Street Pond.  

M.Raszpla  expressed concern about the amount of fishing at Widmer Pond. Anglers are attracted by 

the large fish; there has been no netting of fish for several years. A local resident has reported a 

moorhen tangled in fishing line in great distress. Line has been found on the telephone wires plus a 

heavy 2 ounce weight used for carp fishing. Large fish are driving bigger equipment and use of metal 

rests. It was agreed we need to remove the large fish out and that this should be discussed at a joint 

meeting with Chepping Wycombe Parish Council. Clerk  Sensible restrictions should then be put in 

place, for example single rod fishing only and children should be accompanied by an adult. There 

followed some discussion of the history of fishing on the pond versus the wildlife's needs. The 

National River Authority removed the fish last time and could be approached again. There then 

followed a discussion of whether fishing should be banned altogether and it was agreed to keep the 

position under review. 

7. Phonebox at Paul's Hill -  one of the bottom panes of glass has been kicked out and it was agreed 

to get a quote for like-for-like replacement. The Clerk met on site with Amersham Signs and one large 

information boar would seem to offer the best option for displaying the history of the village. Clerk    

8. Knotty Green Allotments and Beacon Hill Garden plots - in September a very successful and 

highly enjoyable clear up day was held at the Knotty Green allotments. As usual it was expertly 

organised by Mrs I.Sashar to whom the Committee expressed their thanks. The event was very well 

supported. A number of worthwhile jobs were accomplished, most notably cutting back various 

hedges. It was followed by very enjoyable BBQ including a range of home cooked dished drinks and 

other allotment produce. The Beacon Hill plots are well tended and in good shape. The three compost 

heaps contain a lot of woody material and it was agreed the tenants should be advised to burn it either 

in an incinerator or on a bonfire. At least 14 days notice needs to be given to the Clerk of a bonfire. 

Clerk   

9. Community Cafe Knotty Green -  Mrs W.Dunn has been asked to update the Committee but 

nothing has been received do dar. It was agreed to defer this to the next Committee meeting. Clerk. 

10. Knotty Green Cricket Club -  the Council has written to the Club suggesting it investigates 

parking for club members at Seeley House. It was agreed to defer this to the next Committee meeting. 

Clerk  

11. WW1 Commemorations -  two war memorials at Penn and Penn Street have been cleaned in 

time for the 100th anniversary of cessation of the Great War. Across the parish a range of ceremonies 

and events are being organised which the parish is supporting. At the church services at Penn, Penn 

Street and in Winchmore Hill the seated soldier silhouettes will be displayed, a grant of 10 was 

received by the Parish from the War Memorials Trust.  The Battles Over Commemoration is to be 

held at 6.45pm on 11 November on the Back Common. Tylers Green including the lighting of a 

beacon. This will be accompanied by bell ringing. A quarter peal is also planned for the 10 November 

with muffled bells before the church service in Penn and after unmuffled after. Clr Mrs J.Creasy, 



Chair of the Parish Council, will attend the British Legion Service on 11 November at 3.00pm at Holy 

Trinity Hazlemere and lay a wreath on behalf of the Parish Council. Local District and County 

Councilors have been informed. The Clerk has received two quotes for repair of the Parish's War 

Memorials at penn Street the slate plaque needs removing and repairing then replacing. At Penn the 

stone cross requires replacing. It was agreed to go with JK-Stonecarving quote of £3,030 versus 

£3,300 from Boden and Ward. Clerk 

12. UK Live donation - £1,470 of the donation is left, as Winchmore Hill has determined to continue 

to use its portable goalposts, this sum should be redirected to other village play equipment. It was 

agreed to purchase equipment for the Village Mother and Toddler Group, or offer them a donation 

towards new equipment purchase. The equipment will be sited on the land leased to the Memorial 

Hall by the Parish Council. The Clerk to approach the Mother and toddler group. Clerk  

13. AOB - near Chancellors there is a disused area of land which used to be the old cesspit. This 

could be used to solve the parking problems at Chancellors. Clerk to enquire who owns the land. 

Clerk 

The next meeting is on Thursday, 21 February 2019 at 11.00am at the Parish Office.  


