
RECREATION AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE 

 

                         MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 13 OCTOBER 2016 

 

Present:   Cllrs  Mrs K.Dicker - Chairman  

   M.A.Morley  

   M.Newth-West   

    

Clerk    Nicole Johnson 

Apologies: Cllrs Mrs J.Creasy, D.Lander, M.J.Raszpla 

 

1. Minutes of the previous meeting were approved. 

2.  Penn St Church field, Japanese Knotweed -  JKC, our contractors, have advised us our 3 year 

eradication contract has expired. In June they were unable to spray all the stems, but the October visit 

was showed earlier treatments had been successful, as the stems showed no growth. Clerk to arrange 

an annual inspection by JKC to confirm the JKW has been eliminated. Clerk.  

3. Pond Clearance - a schedule has been agreed with the Chiltern Society, as follows:- 

 19 November, Widmer Pond 

 3 December, Wash Pond, Beacon Hill 

 14 January, Potters Cross Pond, Request Estate tractor to attend before hand 

 28 January, Gawde Water. Request Estate tractor to clear reeds from the middle of the pond. 

 Pistles Pond - No action, keep under review 

4. Penn St Pond, New Zealand Pygmy Weed - A 5 year plan has been put in place to tackle the 

invasive New Zealand Pygmy Weed at Penn Street Pond. Eradication must be balanced with the 

needs of Common News and Palmate Newts found in the pond and specialist advice has been sought 

from the Chiltern Society's officers. Local volunteers, supported by Cllr D. Lander  have covered 

about 5 percent of the pond with rubber liner at a cost of £82. More liner will be needed to cover the 

remaining 20 percent. This needs to be left in place for 6 months to 1 year to kill the weed. Working 

from the near side, this needs to be repeated every year, moving the liner forward. The Chiltern 

Society were able to acquire one batch of inexpensive liner online and we are indebted to their officer, 

Christine Breden, for her advice and offer to acquire more. If the pond dries out, the 'liner strategy' 

can be combined with spot spraying the weed. The Chiltern Society's experts can assist. The 

Environment Agency have been consulted and can advise on suitable sprays, if necessary. Clerk.  

5. Wind damaged elm, Elm Road - has been crown reduced by 35 percent.  

6. Knotty Green allotments - the annual clear up date organised very efficiently by Irene Sarshar 

was well supported and much valuable tidying-up was done. This was followed by a very enjoyable 

BBQ for allotment holders.  Cllrs discussed the allotment rents which have not been increased for a 

number of years and recommended an increase in the annual rent for a whole plot of £10.00, to £30 

with effect from 2017/18. This increase will recover the costs of last year's hedge reduction and rising 

water rates. Cllrs agreed to review the rents on an annual basis. Clerk to write to the tenants. Clerk.        

7. Beacon Hill Garden Plots - The front hedge has been reduced to six feet by Penn Tree Services at 

a cost of £435. The 20 feet back hedge, which is the responsibility of Thatcham's Field, has been 

reduced to 4-5 feet, which is very welcome. Many large branches have been dumped over the hedge 

and these will need removing.  The lower hedges will help tenants maintain the insides hedges. Cllrs 

discussed whether to fund a 'lean to' and/or a mower/strimmer for the site. A budget of up to £120 was 



agreed. It was recommended to increase the rent for a whole plot by £10, to £39 with effect from 

2017/18. Clerk to write to the tenants. Clerk.     

8. Path at Widmer Pond - Mr C.Buckle ably assisted by Mr J.Barron have completed the re-pointing 

work at a cost of £385. PPC have agreed to pay a 76 percent share of the re-pointing costs (£292.60) 

and 30 per cent of the path costs, the rest to be met by CWPC. A quote has been received from Nick 

Judge Groundworks of £5050 +VAT for the path. Our share is 30%, £1,818. Cllr M.Morley agreed to 

approach P&TGRS informally to ask if they will match fund the cost the Widmer Pond path. Note the 

cost of the path may rise if bad weather hampers the work. Our LAF award for the path has been 

approved. We included provision for a dropped kerb, which has now been removed from the scheme 

of work at CWPC's request, so the total amount award of £983 maybe slightly higher than we need. 

9. Notice Boards - Little Oaks play area outside the Parish Office has now been installed and the old 

Penn Parish notice board has been removed as a result. It was agreed to replace the rotten Penn board 

and the one in Winchmore Hill, as these are well used. Two quotes were obtained, of which Green 

barnes new light oak boards are preferred. Two glass fronted models with gable headers have been 

ordered at a cost of £1,840 and will arrive in November. 

10. Knotty Green play area - Regular repair and maintenance as recommended by the quarterly 

Wicksteed inspection is being carried out.  Cllrs agreed that a number of items would benefit from 

replacement, including the 'logs' feature. Cllrs agreed to prepare a plan to upgrade and renew the play 

equipment at the site. Suggestions include play equipment, an astro-turf type pitch and 2 goals and 

fitness equipment for older residents at an estimated cost of £35,000. Another option is to continue 

with the grass pitch, with new goals. This is less ambitious at £25,000. There is an opportunity to 

increase the site's appeal, particularly by having 2 goals and an all weather pitch. Sporting bodies such 

as the FA could be approached for funding  and the LAF. A program of planned asset replacement 

was agreed to be sensible and will make the Parish Council more visible. It was agreed to delay 

replacement of the 'logs' feature until a strategic plan for renewal is in place. The overall cost to be put 

forward to F&GP, with a view to increasing the precept to allow for equipment renewal. Clerk. 

11. Knotty Green Cricket Club - Cllrs M.Newth-West and Chairman M.Seymour met on site with 

the KGCC President J.Coppock in September. The current KGCC lease at a peppercorn rent ends in 

2019. PPC own the building  and the Club would like the current structure replaced with a brick built  

Pavillion. The current lease is a tenant's repairing lease. A structural survey to assess the old building 

would be sensible. Cllrs agreed to invite President, J.Coppock to their next Committee meeting on 

23rd February 2017 to discuss the clubs plans. A copy of the club's accounts and insurance policy to 

be circulated prior to the next Committee meeting. Clerk.  

12. Bench at Potters Cross - the wooden bench is rotten and unsafe and has been removed by our 

dedicated contractor Mr T.Barron. Cllr M.Morley to approach P&TGRS to see if anyone has 

expressed an interest in funding  a bench in memoriam.  

13. Waste bins at Knotty Green Recreation Ground - two bins need replacing with larger models, 

particularly the one nearest the bench and the one at the end of Seeleys Road. A concerned resident, 

Mr S.Wapshare reports them overflowing on a regular basis. It was agreed to budget for their 

replacement in 2017/18. Clerk. 

14. Active Bucks - BCC funds are available for new sporting activities. Up to £5,600 can be bid-for. 

The scheme details have been circulated to . 

Councillors and potential providers.    

The next meeting is on Thursday, 23rd February 2017 at 11.00am at the Parish Office.  


