
RECREATION AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE 

 

                         MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 16 FEBRUARY 2012 

 

Present:   Cllrs  M.A.Morley - Chairman  

D. Baker  

M.J.Bayley 

                  B. Lock 

                  M. Newth-West 

C. Pointon-Taylor  

M.J.Raszpla 

                Mrs M.Seymour 

   
Clerk  M.S.Green  

 

 
1. Grass-cutting contract 2012 –  Two quotes for a 3-year fixed price contract had been received, one 

from Continental Landscapes who held the contract last year, and the other from CTR Maintenance Ltd 

who had held the contract for several years previously.  A summary of their quotes was carefully 

considered.  Continental Landscapes’ quote was significantly higher, but assumed up to 12 cuts in order, 

they said, to achieve the quality of service we are looking for.  CTR Maintenance’s quote assumed the 5/7 

cuts we have previously specified.    

The Committee recommends CTR Maintenance (by a majority vote of 7 to 1) for the following reasons: 

unhappiness with the standard of work done by Continental Landscapes;  12 cuts on a common are not 

needed.  It is not a park; CTR Maintenance mowers are  much better suited for a 5 or 7 cut regime; Their 

billing process relates to work actually done so we know where and when cuts were done; their detailed 

work on strimming and blowing loose leaves and grass off tracks is much more careful.   Overall, it is felt 

that our many small pieces of land are better dealt with by a local contractor who is responsive to the 

demands of local needs and the weather. 

2. Hedge-cutting contract 2012 – We have not yet received a second quote from Continental Landscapes 

and this will be circulated to the Committee for a recommendation as soon as it arrives. 

3. Master plan for double row of trees on Penn Common -  A detailed plan of the trees was considered 

together with a proposal from a local resident.  The following trees were identified for removal; 1 oak, 5 

limes, 1or 2 alders (the map needs to be checked at that end).  Planning permission is to be sought.   The 

intention to remove three of the trees has already been advertised locally. 

4. Widmer Pond. CWPC plans – The letter and plan were considered and it was noted that we were not 

being consulted or asked to contribute to the cost. 

5. Widmer Pond clearance -  The Chiltern Society volunteers will be here this coming Saturday 18 

February.  CWPC is providing a skip. 

6. Gawde Water clearance – The Chiltern Society volunteers are due on 3 March, but the availability of 

the Penn Estate tractor is uncertain for that date so will be asked to clear the pond on 18 February.  

7. Queen Elizabeth II Fields Challenge  -  The part of the Penn Street field licensed for use by Curzon 

School, has been accepted by the Trust as one of over 1000 across the UK and the process of protecting it 

in perpetuity by a Deed of Dedication is underway.   A large 40cm dia aluminum plaque with a pewter 

finish is to be provided.  It was agreed that there should be a formal opening/dedication ceremony 

involving our Chairman and the school.  

8. Knotty Green allotments, parking -  There has been a justified complaint about damage to the grass 

verge of Forty Green Road at the Seeleys Road end by cars parking up on the verge.   Greg Hopkins has 

advised tenants by e-mail of the problem and asked them not to park on the grass.  This should work.  The 

alternative of parking inside the gate would require hard-standing and a new gate. 

9. Beacon Hill garden plots  -  There is one vacancy with several on the waiting list.      



10. Woodbridge Alley hedge -  The Penn Estate will cut it shortly. 

11. Church Road/Witheridge Lane hedge – The Penn Estate hope to get it layed this winter. 

12. W/Hill Football Cub complaint of bad language  -  An explanatory letter from the Secretary of the 

Club was considered and an uncompromising response was agreed.  The terms of the License are very 

clear and must be observed.  Rule 12 on the FA website is relevant. 

13. Play Area quarterly inspection reports  -  All four reports were considered.  At Penn St, access by 

dogs is accepted by the Council and we do not own the approach footpath which will need repair.  At 

Forty Green, the wire mesh fence needs a new 5m section but is sold only in 25m lengths at £100.   If 

smaller lengths are not available then a best possible repair seems best.  At Knotty Green there is £1,246 

of new equipment recommended (Medium risk) with a further £320 labour cost.    A site visit will assess 

its urgency.  Consider possible sources of finance. The Seeleys Rd hedge has been cut, a fallen tree 

removed and an oak tree braced and trimmed. Two rails on the pond pier need replacing.  There is no 

water in the pond.  

14. Insurance for W/Hill Play area – Last year, after wholesale vandalism, the equipment was insured at 

£17,000 for £49.   It was agreed that this should be renewed since it is a particularly vulnerable site.  

15. Queensway allotments  -  WDC allotments are now established. There is apparently a move to get the  

land protected by Queen Elizabeth II Trust status. 

16. Penn Street Church field  - Japanese Knotweed still needs to be cleared.   Site visit agreed. 

 17. New Zealand Pygmy weed (Crassula) – needs to be cleared from both Pistles Pond and Penn Street 

Ponds.  Various remedies were discussed and it was agreed that both black plastic and glyphosate should 

be tried on small areas to see which was more effective. 

18. Chiltern Conservation Board’s Sustainable Fund - available for projects which will improve the 

AONB.  Apply for a smart new field gate for our Queen Elizabeth field.   Cllr Lock will consult a local 

metalsmith.  

19. Chiltern Society’s Don Millar Fund is available for conservation projects. 

20. Joint meeting with CWPC – The last meeting was on 12 Sep 11 and no date has been set for the next 

one.  There do not seem to be any urgent topics at present. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


